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RELIGIOUS COMMUNIC 


EAST-INDIA MISSIONS OF THE SO- 
CIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE. 

_ (Continued irom Vol, for 1814, p. 752.) 

at HE Report for 1792 make 

honourable mention of the efforts of 

the Rev. D. Brown and the Rev. J. 

Owen, and also of W. Chambers,* 

C. Grant, and -—- Udny, Esqrs. to 

keep alive the Society’s Mission in 


Calcutta. The efforts of the Society, 
however, to procure a supply for 


that station, had proved unsuccess- 
ful. 

Mr. Gerické had baptized 71 
children and 16 adults, and had put to 
press a translation of the Pilgrim’s 
Progress in the Malabar Language. 
Mr. Swartz had baptized, in the 
Tanjore station, 87 Heathens, and 
had received 25 converts from Pope- 
ry. At Palamcottah, Mr. Jznické 
had baptized 40 Heathens, and re- 
ceived 12 Roman Catholick converts. 
At Tranquebar, 13 adult converts 
had been added to the congregation. 
The schools contained 166 children. 

The Rev, C. W. Pzzold was this 
year appointed one of the Society’s 
Missionaries. 

The Rev. Mr. Swartz, in a Ictter 
dated Madras, I'eb. 5, 1793, observes 
concerpins the ffeathens, that many 
of them were baptized last year, and 
si ee some of those called 
Kaller, who were looked upon as the 
worst, and somewhat resemble the 
thievish Arabians.—-“* These people, 
baving becn instructed two months, 
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were baptized. Being baptized, we 
insisted upon their becoming indus- 
trious in their proper business. All 
of them had very good fields, which 
they were exhorted to cultivate. To 
these exhortations, we added ccular 
inspection. I went and visited them 
in their villages. Having examined 
them in respect of their knowledge, 
and prayed with them, which was 
commonly done in the presence of a 
great many Heathens, I desired to 
see the fruits of their industry, on 
which they fully satisfied me. [I 
then exhorted them to be honest, in 
paying the usual rent to Govern- 
ment, which they soon did in a pleas- 
ing manner. ‘he appearance was 
agreeable, and the prospect hopeful. 
As the water courses in their district 
had not been cleared for fifteen years, 
by which neglect the cultivation was 
impeded, and the harvest lessened, 
I entreated the collector to advance u 
sum of money to clear them, promis- 
ing to send people to inspect the 
work. The work was completely 
done, and those inhabitants who for- 
merly, for want of water, had reaped 
only 4000 large measures, Called 
kalam, reaped now 14,000 kalam, 
and rejoiced in the increase. The 
whole district reaped nearly 100,000 
kalam mere than they had done the 
preceding year. But this our joy 
was soon turned into grief. The 
Heathens observing that many of 
their relations wished to embrace 
Chrisuanity, and that such as_ hac! 
been baptized refused to join in theit 
plundering expeditions, assembled, 
and formed an encampment, threat- 
ening to exurpate Christianity. Now 
all looked dismal. Many of the 
p . 
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Christians were encouraged by their 
rejations, who were Heathens, to 
form an opposite camp. But I ex- 
horted the Christians to make use 
of other weapons, viz. prayer, hu- 
mility, and patience ; telling them in 
strong terms, that if they became 


aggressors, I should disown them. 
This disturbance lasted four months, 


and became very serious, as the male- 
contents neglected the cultivation of 
their own fields, and deterred others 
from doing it. I wrote to these mis- 
guided people, (for they had mis- 
chievous guides,) sent catechists to 
them, exhorted them not to commit 
such horrid sins, and reminded them 
that my former endeavours, so bene. 
ficial to them, had not merited such 


treatment. At last, finding no oppo- 
sition from the Christians, and not 
being willing to be looked upon as 
the aggressors, all went to their 
homes and work, ploughing and 
S¢ = with double diligence. My 

rt rejoiced at the Kind overruling 


ovidence,—Sure iv he 
ies heareth - yer 
The Rev. N “ 
dated at Ta 
Palamcotta, he had resided 
months, preaching on Sui idays 
Malabar and English, and on Fridays 
in Malabar. Sometimes Sattianace 
had preached for him, in his native 
language. The gentlemen and other 
Europeans regularly frequented the 
church, to which they were encou- 
raged by the good exemple of the 
commanding office: During his 
Stay at Palamcotta, he had instructed 
and baptized 60 Heathens, and had 
likewise received several converts 
from Popery. ‘dhe Christiansin the 
Tinnavelly district generally resided 
in the country, and formed several 
congregations. For the use of those 
at Padpanadaburam, sia; at Parant, 
he had erected some chapeis, at the 
expense cf Mr. Swartz. Many of 
those converts were Christians, not 
Inname only, but in reality. There 
to hope, he observes, 
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will prevail in the Tinnavelly coun- 
try. Himself and Sattianaden had 
severally made journeys into parts of 
the country, where the word of God 
had never before been preached ; 
and the people were generally at- 
tentive, and desirous of hearing: 
they assembled in hundreds, and 
shewed hii every respect, and num- 
bers had conducted bim from village 
to village. Sattianaden had expe- 
rienced the same attention. More 
than thirty people came afterwards 
to Palamcotta to be instructed and 
baptized.—Such happy effects, he 
remarks, would often be experienc. 
ed, could such journeys be frequently 
repeated. 

Mr. Janické mentions, that Mr, 
Swartz had translated the Secretary's 
Letter addressed to Sattianaden, anc 
that its contents had given him un- 
speakable jov, and had animated him 
to a greater enjoyment of Christ’s 
holy religion, to live conformably to 
its rules, to follow Christ, to set a 
ood example to all persons, and to 
be faithiul to the charge committed 
to him. 

The Danish Missionaries at Tran- 
quebar state, that 24 Heathens had 
been baptized; that 1000 persons 
hag communicated in the Lord’s 
Supper; and that 176 children had 
been instructed and maintained in 
the Mission Schools. 

The Report of 1794, contains the 
well-known letter of Mr. Swartz, 
written to vindicate himself, and the 
Missions generally, from the mis- 
representations of Mr. Montgomery 
Campbell, in the enn of Com- 
mons; and to which we have often 
referred in our pages. 

The annual account 

states, that Mr. Claudius Buchanan, 
who is now going out to Bengai 
promises much friendly attention to 
the concerns of the Calcutta Mis- 
sion. Mr, Swartz, at Tanjere, ob- 
serves, that contemplating the cir- 
cumstances of the Missionaries, he 
could not but feel much sorrow. 
One at Tranqucbar, Mr. Keening, 
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had lately died; Mr. John had been 
ill; and Mr. Pohlé likewise was 
ailing. Weentreat God, Mr. Swartz 
observes, to send new labourers into 
his vineyard. 

The Rev. Mr. Pohlé states from 


Tirutchinapally, that on the 8th of 


Jan. 1794, he set out for Namaul, in 
the Baramaul country, where no 
Protestant Missionary had been 
before. Having arrived at that place, 
he continued there with a worthy 
friend, the then commanding officer, 
until the 2lst of the month. He 
had preached daily to the natives, 
and visited the villages round, and 
had had the satisfaction of being 
heard with joy and amazement. 

In the account for 1796, the Rev. 
Mr.Pezold, in aletter from Vepery, 
mentions, that in a journey to Tan- 
jore, in compantiy with the Rev. Mr. 
Swartz, he had had the opportunity, 
at Tripalore of being present.at a 
conierence between that excellent 
Missionary and about twenty Bra. 
mins, to whom he expounded the 
Christian doctrine; pointing out its 
creat pre-eminence to their heathen- 
ism and idolatry. ‘* Their general 
reply to him was—Very true; your 
doctrine, your religion, your instruc- 
tion, isa pleasing thing : butitis in- 
consistent with flesh a ind blood ; itis 
repugnant lo our carnal affections ; it 
strikes at the natural penpensity to 
moral evil, andto worldly pleasures. 


Morcover, they replied, we do not 
see your Christian people live con- 
formably to what they teach. ‘Lhe 


Christiuns appear to be doing quite 
contrary: they curse, they swear, 
they get drunk ; they commit whore- 
dem and adultery ; they steal, cheat, 


-and deal fraudulently with one an- 


other ; yea, they blaspheme, and rail 
upon matters of religion, and often 
make a mock of those who profess to 
be religious: in short, they said, you 
Christians often demean yourselves 
as badly, if not worse, than we Hea- 
thens. Nowpray,they added, of what 
benefit and advantare is all your 
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instruction and recommendation of 
Christ’s religion, if it does not re- 
form the lives of your own people ¢ 
Could not you first endeavour to con- 
vert your Christains, ere you attempt 
to proselyte Pagans ?—Mr. Swartz 
replied to these insufficient objec. 
tions with so much propriety, and 
with so wonderful an intrepidity and 
energy,that the Bramins unanimous- 
ly said at last, Of a truth you are an 
holy man: if all your Christians 
thought, and spake, and lived as you 
do, we would without delay undergo 
the change, and become Christians 
likewise. Others said, If you would 
free us from sickness and from death, 
without hesitation we would apply 
ourselves to you: but, instead of that, 
we see that Christians Jikewise are 
subject to death, and even you your- 
self must die; sothat in this respect 
you are notto be preferred to Hea- 
thens.” Having produced such tri- 
fling observations as these, they all 
departed. 
The Rev. 

his frequent 


Mr. Kolhoff speaks of 
converse with Hea- 
thens, of whom the far greater 
number applaud the doctrine of 
Christ, but are unwilling to submit 
to that fundamental prec epts Lf any 
one will be my disetfle, let him 
deny himself, take uf his cross, and 
aliow me. ‘They continue, there- 
jore, to be what they were betore. 
Iie mentions the having had much 
sutisiaction in the exemplary con- 
duct of several privates of the 71st 
reriment, stationed at ‘Tanjore, to 
whom he had several times admi-. 
nistered the holy sacrament. He 
likewise mentions an affecting dis. 
pensation, in the loss of James 
Dods, in the Company’s service, 
‘who, with much picty and great 
talents, had applied himself to the 
study of the Gentoo and Tamulian 
languages ; into the former of which 
he had began to translate some parts 
of the New Testament, in order to 
make the saving doctrines of the 
Gospel known to the natives, 
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amongst whom lhe was always happy 
to converse upon the subject of 
Christ’s religion.” 

Mr. John states that the new 
edition of the Old Testament had 
lately been finished in their Malabar 
printing press, which they had been 
enabled to accomplish by means of 
the prinung paper sent out by the 
Society. 

Two Mlissionaries, the Rev. Mr. 
Ringeltaube and the Rev. Mr. Holz- 
bergh, were this year sent out to 
India by the Society. An able 
charge was given to them by the 
Rev. Mr. Qwen, formerly one of the 
Company’s Chaplains in Bengal, 
and now Chaplain-General of the 
Navy and Army. He exhibits in it 
some striking views of Hindoo su- 
perstition. 

* Where shall we look for the 
morals of this people ? Among their 
Bramins? They who officiate at 
the great pagodas are licentious, 
and eager for gain to an incredible 
extent. The unbounded  supersti- 
tion of the people protects them in 
their vices. In this respect, it would 
be difficult to say, whether their 
pricstcraft has been more fatal to 
themseives, or to their followers. 
Willi you seck for morals among 
their myriads of Pakirs and travelling 
saints? Itis common to sce one of 
these extorting money from the re- 
Juctant manuiacturer by a torrent of 
obscenity in which he insults him, 
and the threat of curses which no 
Hindoo will incur. 

‘s Will you inquire among their 
merchants, or manufacturers, or 
landholders? The great feature in 
a Hindoo’s character is the desire of 
amassing wealth: this he does with 
a cold, unfeeling perseverance, that 
baffles all consideration of morals or 
humanity. The rich are oppressive ; 
the poor are knavish: it Is craft 
against vielence. Their avarice is 
connected with parsimony; and 
hence, as from other causes, they 
are free from much of the luxury of 
‘herr Mahometan Invaders, who to 


1796. | Satie 
equal avarice united boundless pro- 
fusion. 

“Can it be asserted their super- 
stitions are hatmless? Their reli- 
rion has inculcated human sacrifices ; 
and they appear yet to exist under 
different forms. The number of 
widows who perish on the funeral 
pue, or are buried alive in the same 
grave with their husbands, is as 
greatas ever. To their superstition, 
among many other injurious customs, 
may be ascribed their laying the sick 
at the edge of the river in all seasons, 
when the opinion, or whim, or inte- 
rest of his relations may suggest 
that a man is near death. To this 
miay be ascribed their base subjection 
to those who assume dominion over 
their conscience. No human vigi- 
lance can long keep all parts of a 
family from some ceremonial im- 
purity that may affect its honour: 
nothing can exceed the secrecy and 
certainty with which a certain order 
of Bramins obtain information ot 
what is amiss, or the address with 
which they turn the terror of their 
records to their own purpose, 

« All false religions have been 
accommodated to the corruption of 
human creatures, by whom nothing 
is less sought than justice or purity 
efheart. It has ever been *¢ bodily 
exercise that profiteth little,’ instead 
of ‘godliness that is profitable to all 
things.’ The people of India have 
indeed line upon line to make clean 
the outside of the cup and of the 
platter! But is that superstition 
harmless by which a man would 
sanctify unjust gatn by giving part 
of it to an idol, or purify his soul as 
he washes his body in the Ganges? 
I have scen them shew strong symp- 
toms of uneasiness when urged on 
this side ; and no wonder.’’ 

He adds in a note— 

‘¢ The officers who led back the 
Bengal troops by Jagernaut, at the 
close of the last war, indulged the 
Hindoos in their earnest desire of 
visiting this celebrated place of 
worship, the resort of men from the 
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extremities of India. On their ap- 
proach to the temple, they passed by 
an enclosure white with the bones of 
wretched pilgrims, who, exhausted 
with fatigue and poverty, had died 
under the delays and extortions of the 
Bramins. The sight occasioned a 
shout of indignation. 

“ The modes of extortion used at 
Gaiah, a place of famous resort with- 
in our provinces, are extremely 
whimsical. Among others, they will 
bind rich persons with a wreath. of 
flowers, to a tree, till they have agreed 
to pay such sums as they are told it is 
their duty to pay, and which are often 
enormous.”’ 

(‘To be continued.) 
——<-- 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

I am sorry that I cannot entertain so 
very high an opinion of the authority 
of the Jewish historian as your cor- 
respondent ANOTHER INQUIRER ; 
who appears to deem a contradiction 
of Josephus scarcely a less misde- 
meanour, than a contradiction of 
Scripture itself. 

For my own part, as I have some 
serious doubis respecting that wri- 
ter’s assertion, that the four rivers, 
which once met all together in Para- 
cise, are the Ganges, the Euphrates, 
the Tigris, and the Nile, though such 
might very possibiy be the traditional 
belief of his countrymen ; because 
J cannot help wondering, how in the 
world they all got there: so I have 
likewise ventured to impugn his other 
assertion, though probably be might 
have no less Judaical authority for it, 
that the Scythians were the children 
of Magog; simply because | find it 
contadicted by direct evidence. 
‘To enter, however, into the detail of 
this evidence would not be suitable 
io the plan of a periodical publica- 
tion: I shall, therefore, not trouble 
you with it, 


In reply to my remark, that @ 


firimeval national settlement of the 
Scythians in Lurofie would necessu- 
rily have prov 
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I am indebted to your correspondent 
for the highly original though some- 
what irrelevant information, that all 
mankind came in the first instance 
out of Asia, My obligation to him 
would be increased, if he would tell 
me where he has found the proofs 
that the great Sclavonic house is de- 
scended from the old Scythians: I 
have not hitherto, in the course of my 
reading, been fortunate enough to 
meet with them. I mustnot unfairly 
ask him to demonstrate a negative > 
otherwise, while he is about the mat- 
ter, I would request a proof that the 
x0ths are not the descendants of the 
Scythians, With repect to cite point, 
however, I can venture to assure 
him, that the relationship of our 
brave ancestors to that wise and pow- 
erful people does not hang upon 
guite so slender a thread as he seems 
to imagine. 

I here close my correspondence ; 
the sole object of which was to shew 
the danger of interpreting gencalo- 
sical prophecies without first careful- 
ly studying the pedigrees of nations: 
whence ] would caution your readers 
against too hastily admitting Mr. 
Penn’s extraordinary view of the pre- 
dictions relative to Gog and Magog. 

AN INQUIRER, 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 
Ir you will take the trouble to turn 
to the 2d vol. of Hale’s Chrono. 
logy (pp. 705—710), you will find 
a very difficult passage (viz. St. Luke 
ii, 2.) explained in a most simple and 
satisfactory manner. ‘The object of 
this paper is to explain another 
equally difficult passage of the same 
Evangelist by the same process, and 
I trust with the same effect. ‘The 
passage to which I allude ts St. 
Luke xxi. S32. “Apyy Asyo buty, cr: 
wae crby % oy EVE ee “UTI, cag ay 
wate yevatast. Now the whole diff- 
culty of this passage consists in the 
word aizyx, and may be removed, I 
think, in the most easy and natural 
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manner by simply altering the ac- 
cents, and writing it thus avr». 

it is well known, that in the most 
ancient manuscripts written In un. 
cials or capitals, without points or 
accents, the word is ambiguous, and 
therefore the alteration that I propose 
is perfectly allowable. Let us then 
consider how the sense of the passage 
will be affected by it. 

The primary object of our Lord in 
this prophecy was doubtless to fore- 
warn his disciples of the approach- 
ing destruction of Jerusalem. This he 
does in the fullest and plainest man- 
ner, in the preceding part of the chap- 
ter to the end of the 25d verse. In 
the 24th verse he concludes this ac- 
count by the following declaration: 
«© And they (1. e. the Jews) shall fall 
by the edge of the sword, and shall 
be led away Captive into all nations.” 
He then immediately adds, “ and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled; viz. till the 
2300 years of the duration of the 
Roman Empire, or, what amounts 
to the same thing, till the 1260 of 
the Antichristian Apostacy are com- 
pleted.* After their expiration, he 
informs us, “ there shall be signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars ; and upon the earth distress 
of nations with perplexity; the sea 
and the waves roaring; men’s hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming 
onthe earth.’ In these words we 
read a most accurate description of 
the events of the last twenty years. 
Have we not seen great and mighty 
empires, which formerly shone like 
suns in the political firmament, 
either eclipsed or set in total dark- 
ness? Have we not seen the minor 
and dependant states falling like stars 


* That this is the ri¢lt interpretation is 
evident from the 2d verse of the 11th chap- 
ter of Rev. where it is expressly asserted, 
that the Holy City, i. e. Jerusalem shall 
be trodden under foot of the Gentiles, for- 
ty and two months, or 1260 prophetic 
days, 


“* This Generation shall not pass,” &c. 
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from heaven? Have we not seen 
upon ‘the earth distress of nations 
with perplexity, the sea and the 
waves roaring ;” innumerable and 
furious multitudes madly rushing to 
destroy each other? And let me ask, 
is there an Individual to be found, 
whose heart has not failed him for 
fear, and for looking after those things 
that were coming on the earth? If 
then these things are go, oh sir! let 
us take to ourselves the encouraging 
declaration with which the whole con- 
cludes, ‘ When these things begin to 
come to pass, then look up, and lift 
up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.” “ Verily I say unto 
you, ¢hat* generation shall not pass 
away till all be fulfilled. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my word 
shall not pass away.” 

But lIct us consider the precise 
meaning of the words ; and is it not 
clearly this; that all these great and 
awful events shall occupy a space of 
time /ess than a generation? Now a 
generation we know by the consent 
of all chronologers is thirty-three 
years and a half; and we likewise 
know from the book of Daniel, that 
the time of the end, in which all these 
great events are to be accomplished, 
is gprecisely thirty years; or three 
anda half years /ess than a genera- 
tion. So accurately true are the 
words of our Redeemer, so appro- 
priate was the confession of his ene- 
mies themselves, Ae sfiake as never 
man spake. Well indeed might he 
conclude with that decisive assevera- 
tion. Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my word shall not pass 
away ;”? and well may we rely on 
his never-failing promise, that, “ to 
those who look for him, he will 


appear the second time without sin 
unto salvation.” 





* The word aity is so rendered by our 
own translators in the 5Sth verse of the 
24 chapter of this Gospel, zat alta aura 
7 oe ericaga, and she coming in at 
that instant.’ The same translation is ap- 
plicable also to Matt. xxiv. 54. Mark xiii. 
oO, 
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I shall conclude by observing, that, 
according to the view I have just 
taken of the prophecy, of these thirty 
years,twenty-two are already past,and 
that only eight remain to be fulfilled: 
‘“Watch ye, therefore, and pray al- 
ways, that ye may be accounted wor- 
thy to stand before the Son of Man.” 
“Lift uf your heads, for your re- 
demption draweth nicu!”’ C.Q. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 
LUTHER. 
(Continued from Vol. for 1514, p. 692.) 
We then that are strong cught to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, and not 
to filease ourselves.—Rom. xv. 1. 
Men are very unwilling to bear with 
the failings of others; but every one 
in fact almost requires of others that 
they be perfect. Stili men think of 
this duty of forbearance, and one will 
say here and another there, that he 
has overcome his dislikes, and culti- 
vates friendship and harmony with 
those around him. But when such 
persons have deserted their neigh- 
bours and rejected them, they con- 
trive to flatter themselves, and say, 
they do it for the love of righteous- 
ness, and because they do not wish 
to be acquainted with wicked peo- 
ple, but only with pious and good 
men like themselves; and thus rcally 
neglect the duty of bearing with the 
weak. This evil prevails most in 
those who are somewhat different 
from the generality, and follow a 
decent kind of life, and have more 
grace than others. ‘These are apt 
to swell and hold up their heads. 
\Vhatever is not like them is odious. 
‘Fhey condemn it: they despise jt— 
and consider themselves as the only 
favourites in the house. 


So then, brethren, weare not children 
of the bond-woman, but of the free. 
— (sal, iv. ot. 

Where persons who build upon 
the Jaw preyail, there are mere Ish- 
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maels, conceived of God’s right seed, 
even as Ishmael was conceived of 
Abraham, hearing the word and 
preaching, and talking more about 
it than true and right Christians ; but 
not sincere. They stumble on the 
law of works, they attempt every 
thing with their own free-will, and 
leave themselves to its guidance, 
They have God’s commands before 
them, and pass a plausible kind of 
life in the eye of the world, which no 
one can particularly blame ; but they 
are all children of the bond-wo- 
man ; for there isno promise of God’s 
word in theirreligion. Itisall flesh 
and blood. It is a work of nature. 
God’s grace has wrought nothing. 
There is no faith in the heart, by 
which they might be delivered from 
the law. They are therefore nothing 
more than Ishmaels. 


For whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 
Rom. xiv. 23. 

We must learn to judge aright 
what it Is that makes a work really 
good, that it proceeds from God’s 
Spirit; and not to consider so much 
how long or great or difficult it is, 
or who has done it; but, scattering 
all this to the wind, to see whether 
God has commanded it and it is 
done in faith. For that Is the stan- 
dard, and measure, and weight by 
which God measures and weighs 
all works. Wherefore if it is not 
of faith and God’s word, even though 
it should be raising the dead or 
living as chaste and pure as the 
blessed Virgin, it is yet nothing bet- 
ter before God than open sin and 
shame. 


Blessed is he who hath not seen and 
yet hath believed.—John xx. 29. 
My beloved Philip,* the end and 

event of things trouble you. But 

this would I say to you, even if I 

could comprehend them, I should 

be unwilling to have a_ hand in 

managing affairs; much less would 

* Melancthon. 
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It be the head or beginner of them. 
God has placed you in a situation, 
where you find nothing in your 
rhetoric, and nothing in your phi- 
losophy to help you. This situation 
requires faith, in which all those 
things stand, which we can neither 
see nor comprehend. He who will 
make all things visible, and glaring, 
and comprehensible, as you do, has 
sorrow oi heartand mourning for his 
reward, as you also have much 
against my will. 


The stone which the builders refused, 
is become the head of the corner. 
This is the Lora’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes—Psalm 
CXVlil. 22, 23, 

These words are soon learnt and 
said; and how finely and well I 
could do this, my books shew. But 
when the conflict comes on, that I 
must grapple with the devil, sin, 
death, the world, and all extremities, 
and there is no help, relief, nor com- 
fort but from this Corner-stone ; 
then I truly find what I am able to 
do, and what a science itis to believe 

nChrist. I thensee well what Da. 

vid meant in these words, It is mar- 

vellous In our eyes. 


LAATTY. 


Matt. xxvi. 41.—JFatch and pray, 
th at ve ent e7 
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mot into temptation. 
SOME persons are ready to pray 
against temptation, but are not suf- 
Aciently watchful against falling int 
it; others watch and use endcavours 
against it, but do not Jay much stress 
upon the efficacy of prayer. 
these descriptions of persons are 
wrony. The ewer of our bless- 
ed Lord unites both prayer and 
watchine. Watch ‘ond pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation.” 
There has ever been an unhappy 
propensity in men to separate pts 
truths which God has united ; to set 


Both 


Up cne as It were in opposition to 
another ; 


to establish a system In 


we 
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which one is studiously exalted, 

while the other has little stress laid 
upon it. But such a disposition 
argues both a narrowness of mind, 

which takes only a partial view of 
truth, and also a want of proper re- 
verence for the declarations of God, 
which are intended not to be opposed 
to each other, but to be believed and 
obeyed. Thus our Lord declares that 
both watching and prayer are neces- 
sary to enable us to resist temptation ; 
and experience will fully justify the 
wisdom of his declarations ; for wha- 
ever either depends upon prayer, 
without vigilance, or upon his own 
endeavours, without fervent prayer, 
will assuredly find that he cannot 
stand in the hour of trial. 

It is true, indeed, that all power 
to resist sin proceeds from God only ; 
and if our own endeavours were to be 
set in opposition to his grace, there 

could be no question upon the sub- 
ject ;—or if prayer were considered 
as interesting us in the power of 
God, and vigilance esteemed only as 
the effect of human effort, there 
could, in this case, be no doubt 
which would be the most effectual 
agent in resisting sin. But this 
would not be a correct representa- 
tion of thecase. Vigilance ought to 
be esteemed as mucha means ap- 
pointed by God, and the exercise of it 
as much the effect of his grace, as 

prayer. ‘The course in which God 
pleases to communicate his grace, 
embraces equally prayer and exer- 
tion. We must, therefore, use both 
in dependance on him. 

I. We must fray that we may not 
enter into temptation—-1. €. that we 
may not be tempted at all; or, if cx- 
posed to temptation, that we may be 
enabled to withstand it. 

Now, in order that we may pray 
ari@ht, several things are necessary. 

1, Our prayer must be founded in 
a deep sense of the evil of siit.— 
Whoever is insensihle to the evil o} 
sin, cannot pray with sincerity and 
earnestness to be delivered from it. 
Even he who only dreads the cov- 
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sin itself, will pray very negligently 
against it. Nor must we only see 
the evil of sin in general, but also of 
the narticular sins against the power 
of which we pray. Here, however, 
many deceive themselves, They 
satisfy themselves with the act of 
praying agaist their beseting sin, 
without really, and from the heart, 
desiring to be delivered from it. 
Thus Sc. Austin confesses, that fora 
long time while he prayed, he was 
secretly afraid lest God should an- 
swer his petitions. Do we, then, in 
praying cyainst our lusts or our evil 
tempers, realiy see the evil ofthem ? 
Are we willing to renounce them! 
Are we desirous that God should 
answerus? This isthe first requisite 
in acceptable prayer; and without 
this, our prayers are insincere and 
hypocritical. 

2. True prayer is founded in a 
sense of the fower of temptation.— 
When we consider who the grand 
tempter is, and with what success he 
has carried on his designs; when we 
remember how olien we have our- 
selves been overcome; when we re- 
flect on the different lghts in which 
sin has appeared to us inthe moment 
of temptation, and in the hour of 
remorse, we shall see our need of 
prayer for Divine influence and re- 
straining grace. On the other haad, 
ifwe are confident and seif-sufficient ; 
if we entertain no dread of the power 
of tempiation, we shall, of course, be 
indisposed to pray against it. 

3S. In like manner, it is indispeu- 
sable to our praying aright, that we 
possess a deep sense of the vecessity 
of Divine help, to enable us to over- 
come sin; and also of the efficacy of 
prayer Ip obtaining that help.—If we 
‘loubt of either, we shall never pray 
with sufficient earnestness. If we 
Matter ourselves with the hope of 
overcoming temptation by our vigi- 
lance and resolution; or it we are 
not well persuaded that not only is 
prayer acard and answered, but Chat 
without 1tGod’s power and grace will 

vot be exercised to protect us, our 
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prayers will necessarily be cold and 
unavailing. 

4, But when we speak of the ne- 
cessity of prayer to enable us to with- 
stand temptation, let us ever bear in 
mind that prayer, to be effectual, 
must be fervent.—Let no one flatter 
himself that he has done his duty by 
repeating a formal address to God 
for Divine help, unless he is actuated 
by the spirit of prayer. It is to real 


fervent preyer that the promises of 


God are made, it is the man who 
usks with the importunity of a desti- 
tute widow claiming redress from an 
unjust judge, whose prayer will not 
ultimately be denied: and we are 
required to “ask in faith, nothing 
wavering ;”” that is, neither question. 
ing the readiness of God to help us, 
hor intermitting our petitions, as if 
we were dubious of thei cfficacy. 
Let not him who thus wavereth, who 
is negligent and unsteady, think that 
he shall obtain any thing of the Lord. 
We see, then, the necessity of 
praying, and praying earnestly, in 
order to resist temptation, But how 
many persons are there who never 
pray atall with this view ? How many 
are there who take no pains what- 
ever to avoid temptation and resist 
sin? Whence this negligence in a 
point of such importance? Does it 
uot argue an indifference to eur ever- 
lasting interests? Does it not plainly 
shew that we are not anxious to serve 
God, nor afraid to displease him? Is 
it not a plain proof that we are desti- 
tute of the spirit of real religion ?— 
Prayer is the very life of religion. 
By prayer the intercourse is kept up 
between God and our sonls; and we 
receive from him the needful sup- 
plies of his grace. Why, then, do 
we not pray? Are we satisfied to 
be without Divine grace? Or do we 
flutter ourselves that we can obtain it 
without prayer ? Or do we think that 
we shall be able to resist sin by our 
Or do 

we rasidy pucee thatour prayers have 
hiiherta been of no use? Or are we 
presumptucusly waiting iil God shall 
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owl unassisted resolutions ? 
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give usa stronger desire to pray, be- 
fore we draw nearto him? In what- 
ever way we may be induced to inter- 
mit prayer, the case is manifest that 
at present we are not walking In 
God’s appointed way, nor living ac- 
cording to the rule of his holy word; 
and that, therefore, we can entertain 
no reasonable hope of obtaining his 
blessing. For while we are destitute 
of the spirit of prayer, we are desti- 
tute of the spirit of Christ; and are, 
therefore, nonce of his. 

II. To prayer, however, it is ne- 
cessary that we should unite Chris- 
tian vigilance. ‘ Watch and pray, 
that ve enter not into temptation.’ — 
Now vigilance in general supposes 
that we foresee our danger, and are 
taking every prudent precaution to 
guard against it; looking well to 
every avenue by which it may ap- 
proach, and using the most effectual 
methods to prevent surprise. But, 
to uescend to particulars— 

1. Christian vigilance implies that 
we maintain a spiritual frame of 
mind.—Temptation derives its force 
from the state of the person’s mind 
to whom it offers the gratifications of 
sin. The same temptation which 
would have little or no effect upon 
one whose mind was in a right state, 
would be irresistible where the mind 
was previously fitted forit, by a vain, 
careless, trifling frame. Have our 
thoughts been fixed upon carthly 
things? Have our desires been suffer- 
ed to wander unrestrained after fool- 
ish or sinful objects? itis evident 
chat we are disposed and fitted to 
yield to temptation; and that it is the 
previous state of our mind which 
needscorrection. On the other hand, 
a frame of mind may be possessed 
which temptation will in vain assail, 
Such a frame is described in Scrip- 
vure, under the term spiritual-mind- 
edness—in opposition to a carnal 
mind. ‘To be carnally-minded is 
death; but to be spiritually-minded, 
is life and peace.” “ Walk in the 
spirit, and ye shall net fulfil the lusts 
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of the flesh.” The Spirit of God is 
the source of all real godliness. 
We walk in the Spirit, when we re- 
ceive and cherish his holy influence ; 
when we carefully maintain a con- 
stant intercourse with God in secret 
prayer; when our heart is fixed on 
God, and our aim is singly directed 
to the glory of his Name; when we 
are very careful about the general 
frame of our spirits, and are anxious 
to have only lawful objects in view, 
and to seek them in a lawful manner: 
in a word, when we are not living to 
ourselves, butto Him who hath loved 
us, and given himself for us. It is 
this general state of the mind which 
ought to be principally attended to. 
When the eye is single, the whole 
body will be full oflight. . And unless 
the general frame of our minds is 
right, it is to littke purpose that we 
endeavour to guard against particu- 
Jar sins. 

2. Christian vigilance requires that 
we do not parley with temptation.— 
This is the part of a prudent man, 
whois sensible of hisdanger. Many 
persons will trifle with sin. They 
will rashly approach its very bouida- 
ries. They will go almost into the 
enemy’s camp, and yet vainly expect 
to escape. They will venture, un- 
called, into danger; presumptuously 
hoping that God will deliver them 
out of it. Now what is this but to 
tempt God? What is it but to ex- 
pect that he will work a miracle, in 
order to encourage them in a course 
of carelessness and presumption ? 

3. Further, Christian vigilance will 
lead us to resist sin, when it may most 
easily and effectually be resisted; 
namely, in its beginuing.—He who 


‘watches as he ought against temp- 


tation, will resist it in the first 
rising desires of his mind. Sin ts 
like a conflagration which, when 
first kindled, might have been ex- 
tinguished without difficulty. It 1s 
incumbent on us, therefore, to Con- 
sider well what are the early causes 
which cherish the growth of sin, 
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When a person, for example, has 
for years indulged in secret a vain 
and light and frivolous turn of mind, 
is it to be wondered at, if at length 
his folly should manifest itself in 
some more injurious manner? Even 
the act of murder is but the natural 
conclusion of a long course of ma- 
lignant feelings, passionate expres. 
sions, transports of anger, and violent 
actions, which ought from the first to 
have been resisted,and might then,in- 
deed, have been successfully encoun- 
tered. Noone can calculate where 
the little sins, as they are Called, 
which we every day witness, and 
which are seldom watched against, 
may ultimately carry us; but this 
we know, that one act of sin uni- 
formly paves the way for another; 
one transgression, however smail, 
prepares us for a greater; till at 
length the power of sin becomes al- 
most irresistible. Behold how great 
a firea small spark kindieth! We 
must, therefore, particularly watch 
the course of our thoughts. It is 
there, in the heart, that the issucs 
of life and death are found ; there sin 
is conceived, and too often cherished 
till it brings forth fruit unto death. 

4, Christian vigilance will lead us 
to avoid all situations where we have 
reason to think we shall be in danger 
of being tempted.—It is true, we 
may not be tempted ; or, if tempted, 
we may escape; but we have no 
right to expose ourselves wantonly 
to temptation. <A great part of the 
sins of mankind may be traced, I 
conceive, to this source. You were 
solicited by bad company: but why 
were you found in such company, or 
in such a place? Why did you read 
such and such books? You say, you 
did not expect that you should have 
met with any danger there. But 
does not this shew that you were off 
your guard? You had intermitted 
your watchfulness, and were thus 
prepered to yield to sin; or you 
would not have been found in such a 
scene of danver. 
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But if unhappily surprised by 
temptation, do not delay a moment, 
but make haste to escape from it: 
for on such occasions there is little 
security but in flight. If, for instance, 
you are of a passionate temper, and 
you perceive your anger to rise, de- 
lay not a moment to withdraw, or to 
maintain a strict silence; or at least 
check yourself till you have had time, 
under the impression of your danger, 
to offer up a prayer to God, and to 
recover the calmness of your mind. 

5, Christian vigilance further im- 
plies that our conduct is consistent. — 
In vain shall we expect to be deliver- 
ed from one sin, while we are in- 
dulging another. In truth, sins are 
so linked together, that one serves 
almost necessarily to introduce ano- 
ther. Itis not, for instance, sufficient 
that we guard against impurity, if we 
are indulging idleness and the love 
of ease. ‘hese must be mortified, 
or that will not be subdued. It is 
not enough, that we aim to subdue 
excessive passion, if we do not, at 
the same time, guard against a self. 
ish or a proud spirit, which is gene- 
rally its source, A person addicted 
to stealing will in vain attempt to re- 
sist its base propensity, unless he first 
subdue that love of dress, or of riot, 
or of money, which impels him to it. 
In a word, our religion must be uni- 
form and consistent, or it is nothing. 
It is the consistency of the conduct 
which marks the genuineness of the 
principle. The fear of God, when 
once it is implanted in the heart, will 
teach us to hate all sin; and then 
each sin is easily subdued: but if we 
are defective and partial in our obe- 
dience ; if we still cherish and en- 
courage some wrong disposition, we 
shall find every other very hard to be 
subdued. Above all things, it is ne- 
cessary to know, and to watch 
against, our constitutional infirmity, 
Peter was naturally rash and confi- 
dent: had he been duly vigilant, he 
would have been particularly on his 
enardacainst a vainconfidence. Buk 
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he was not; and therefore easily fell 
into the crime of denying his Mas. 
ter. 

In such particulars as these will 
Christian vigilance manifest itself. 
And now permit me to close with a 
few additional exhortations. 

1. And, in the first place, Ict us 
be persuaded to make a deliberate 
and decisive choice of the blessings 
of the Gospel; including in our 
view all the sacrifices it requires, 
and all the duties it enjoins.—I 
know nothing in which men are more 
apt to err, than in seeking incom. 
patible advantages. On the one hand, 
let us consider what God offers us ;— 
in this life, true serenity of mind, and 
the delightful sense of his favour and 
blessing ; and in the liie to come 
eternal glory. But while he offers 
this, he positively insists on our re- 
nouncing sin—On the other hand, 
sin has also its advantages. They 
are, indeed, base and sordid; but 
tlley are too well suited to our cor- 
rupt natures. Now lIet us choose 
which we wij] have. Both we cannot 
have: one, therefore, must be piven 
up. And can we doubt which: Let 
us look at the end of sin, and beheld 
its bitter fruits ;—disease and death, 
and eternal misery. Let us make, 
then, our choice for God. But, if 
we do so, we must henceforth re- 
nounce sin; we must henceforih be 
dead to it. 

2. It is of great importance that 
we frequently review the blesscdness 
of God’s servicc, in order to streng- 
then,as much as possible, the motives 
to holincss—TLhe Chiistlan serves 
the best of masters ;—a Master kind 
and compassionate ; tender and for- 
giving ; mercifuland indulgent ; and 
who wili deny us nothing consistent 
with our own true happiness. We 
ought to elevate our minds to con- 
ceive hichiy of the blessedness which 
his servants enjoy: and we should 
abound in praise and thankiuiness for 
his great merciesto us. ‘his spirit 
will lead us to make sacrifices readi- 
'v, and to resist sin steadfastly. 


Phe Christian Ife is fitlyw re. 


[ Jan. 


presented as a warfare ; a contest, in 
which we struggle not against flesh 
and blood, but against spiritual prin- 
cipalities and powers.—Let us not, 
then, form rash expectations either 
of the degree in which we shall gain 
the victory, orof the ease with which 
we shall procure it. The infirmity 
of man, even in his best state, is very 
great; and the advances we make in 
the way of holiness, however small, 
are not made without great difficulty. 
Let us not, theretore, rashiy despair 
of final success, because we do not 
improve in the degree we had ex- 
pected; neither letus say thet God 
does not hear our prayers, or bless 
our endeavours; let us rather be 
humbied for our defects, and, though 
foiled, set out again and again, with 
less presumption and impatience, 
but with more humility and self-dis- 
trust, and a better fouuded conh- 
dence. Let us remember that our 
faith must be tried by temptation, 
and our fortitude exercised by suf- 
fering ; and that holiness must be 
perfected by an unceasing conflict 
with corruption. Let us look up to 
Him who is mighty to save, and who 
will not withhold his blessing from 
those who conscientiously use the 
means he has appointed. We have 
been hitherto, perhaps, too vain— 
too rash—too self-confident : we have 
feared our dangers too little; we 
have watched against them too 
carelessly ; we have prayed too cold- 
ly; we have known too little of our- 
selves, and not sufficiently valued 
that glorious salvation which has been 
provided forus in Christ Jesus. Let 
us learn wisdom and skill, like able 
ccenerals, even from defeat—Let us 
rise up and renew the contest, more 
humbly indeed, but not with less de- 
termination, Letour trust be whol- 
ly fixed on the great Captain of our 
Salvation; and let us shew that we 
rciy on him, by yielding ourselves 
entirely to his guidance, and tread- 
ing in his steps. Thus shall we as- 


suredly in the end prevail; for it is 
impossible that the means which 
trod has anpointed for the recovery 
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of man, when faithfully used, should 
not be ultimately successful. It is, 
indeed, our great consolation, that 
the work is not properly our own, 
Salvation is of the Lord; and on his 
promised grace we may confidently 
rely. He came to seek and save 
them that were lost. He came to 
destroy the works of the devil, and 
to deliver those who have been kept 
in bondage by him. Let the recol- 
lection of his love and power be our 
support in every hour of desponden- 
cy. Let us cast ourselves afresh at 
his feet, and go on to watch and pray 
in his Name. 

4, And finally, let us remember 
that our success depends, properly 
speaking, not on the use of this or 
that particular ordinance or means 
of grace, but on our putting on, as 
it were, the whole armour of God, 
and being influenced throughout by 
Christian principles.—If we truly 
come to Christ, we shall no doubt be 
saved: but truly to come to him, in- 
cludes in it, a general conformity to 
the will of Christ. The cultivation 
of no one Christian grace will 
compensate for the neglect cf any 
other; nor will the most fervent 
prayers avail without the required 
vigilance. If we should gain the 
victory in the neglect of any of the 
means prescribed, it would shew that 
some of those means were unneces- 
sary. Let us not, therefore, expect 
success without an uniform atten- 
tion to the whole mind and will of 
God. The Christian is one who is 
seeking to have the mind which was 
in Christ; to pull down every 
thought which opposes itself to him, 
and to be partaker of a Divine nature. 
Let this be the unceasing object of 
our pursuit; and to this end let us 
watch and pray without ceasing, and 
in due time, we shall reap, if we 
faint not. Amen. 


a 

‘Yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Tue following letter has been in 
mV possession several years, It was 
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lent me, with permission to copy it, 
and to shew it to my friends, by the 
young clergyman to whom it was 
addressed. ‘She writer (as will be 
seen) had solely in view his particu- 
lar case and circumstances. But 
I have always thought, and this 
also is the opinion of others to 
whom it has been read, that it con- 
talus many valuable remarks on 
some of the duties of a minister, and 
especially on the composition and 
delivery of sermons which are de- 
serving of general notice: and hence 
a desire has been frequently express- 
ed, that it might be published, and 
so be rendered more extensively 
useful. The young clergyman who 
pave it to me has been dead some 
years, and therefore the question has 
been referred to the gentleman who 
wrote it; and itis with bis consent 
that it is now sent for publication, if 
you, sir, approve, in the Christian 
Observer. The names of the par- 
ties, Kc. are, for obvious reasons, 
omitted. Tam,Sir, &c. I.G. W. 


Dear Sir, 

While I was at ——--, I was so 
impressed with the very important 
nature of your situation, thatin all my 
conversations with you, I bore it in 
mind. And though I did not always 
declare the object I had in view, yet I 
was always aiming to convey such 
ideas as I conceived might be of use 
to you in the discharge of your great 
trust. Perceiving, however, that my 
conversation with you on this impor- 
tant subject was very deficient, I 
parted from you with the determina- 
tion to endeavour to supply its de- 
fects by letter, after I got home, and 
had some leisure to digest the ob- 
servations I had made, while resid- 
ing in your parish. Various occu- 
pations have prevented the execu- 
tion of my design. And now that I 
enter upon the task, I must begin 
with confessing, that were I not fully 
persuaded I um performing a duty 
in sending this letter, it would give 
me pain to let it go out of my hands, 
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in as much as it finds fault with some 
things in your ministry. He who 
knows my heart can bear me witness, 
that I had at any time rather com- 
mend than censure. Shouid [ utter, 
therefore, any thing that may be ua- 
pleasant to you, do me the justice to 
believe, that it was not without a 
great struggle with myselfthat I was 
brougnt to write it. 

It has pleased God to give you, 
my dear friend, a very extraordinary 
appointment ; it being much more 
than having the charge of a single 
parish. By the resort of company 
from all parts of the kingdom to 
—, you are in some measure 
the instructer of a whole country. 
There are few clergymen so situated. 
You have at different times men of 
all classes and circumstances before 
you; many of whom, by their rank, 
their office, or their talents, have it 
in their power to promote or hinder 
that great cause in which you are 
engaged. For their own sakes, it Is 
most ardently to be desired, that the 
design and tendency of that Gospel 
you preach should be clearly brought 
before them, disencumbered of every 
adventitious circumstance which the 
encmy of their souls might avail 
himself of to prejudice their minds 
against it. But when it is consider- 
ed that some of themhave the means 
of acting with considerable force in 
the community, a fair exhibition of 
the truth to their minds becomes a 
matter of the highest consequence. 
In your congregation you sometimes 
have a bishop, a nobleman, a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, a 
minister of a populous parish, a ma- 
gistrate, or a gentleman who in his 
country seat is lord of the village. 
These persons should be contem- 
plated by you not as solitary indi- 
viduals, but as they stand connected 
with the hundreds on whose conduct 
they exercise a commanding influ- 
ence, and who may be benefitted or 
injured by what they do. 

Now among other things of mo- 
ment likely to result from vour be- 





ing heard by such persons, the fol- 
lowing consequence is, I think, very 
probable : viz. that from your preach» 
ing many of them will form their 
ideas of that class of clergymen who 
stand distinguished from the rest of 
their profession by their zeal for the 
peculiar doctrines of the Gospel. 
That such Clergymen are almost 
universally considered as a distinct 
class of men in the church,is beyond 
all doubt: but many do not know, 
whether this distinction arise from 
circumstances for which they them- 
selves are not accountable, (as their 
being faithful to their engagements 
as ministers of the Church of Eng- 
land, while others are not,) or from 
some peculiarities, incompatible with 
what our Church requires of them: 
in short,whether they are the genuine 
ministers of the Church, or a hetero- 
dox sect within it. By hearing you, 
however, something like a settled 
Opinion respecting them will be 
formed in the minds of many. You 
will be considered as a specimen of 
the whole body. And from this con- 
Clusion another effect is likely to fol- 
low: many a man who has the com. 
mand of some door of usefulness will 
be determined cither to admit or re- 
jecta minister of evangelical princi- 
ples, according to the light in which 
he views your preaching. How de- 
sirable, therefore, is it, that if possi- 
ble it should approve itself to every 
man who hears it! JI am aware, in- 
deed, that this would be expecting 
too much. After all the pains we 
may take, numbers will disapprove : 
our very aim will be a_ sufficient 
ground of objection with many, even 
though prosecuted in ever so unob- 
jectionable a manner. Neverthe- 
less, there is an apostolic rule given 
to us, by which it is our duty to pro- 
ceed, even with those whose appro- 
bation there is scarcely a hope of ob- 
taining —“ giving no offence in any 
thing, that the ministry be not 
blamed.”? 

Iam far from intending to advise 
you tobe a pleaser of men, AY! 
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desire is, that there may be nothing 


' to object to in your mimtstry, but 
the purity of your doctrine, and the 
fidelity with which you deliver it. 
| These, alas! being sufficiently ob- 
_jectionable to 


human nature, let 
there, if possible, be nothing else 
in Our ministry that is so. 

Now, my dear friend, permit me 


to mention a few things in your 


sermons, which I think have a ten- 
dency to defeat the great intention 
of them. In the first place, let me 
observe, that though they contain- 
ed many things admirably said, 
and though every one I heard you 
deliver gave me reason to thank 
God for your earnestness and fideli- 
ty; yet 1 cannot think you take 
sufficient pains in the composition 
ofthem. They appear to me to be 
Many of 
those which I heard wanted that 
orderly succession of ideas, calcu- 
lated to make a discourse more and 


himore convincing or impressive, as 


the preacher proceeds with his sub- 
I will refer you to the first 


stance of the fault in question. 


| And I beg you to review that com- 


position, and to consider, whether 
the time spent in delivering it might 
not have been more advantageously 
employed, had more pains been 
taken with it in the study. The 
sermon was on Jer. v. 24. 

I have alsothought that you were 
not sufficiently attentive to that 
necessary part of the preacher’s 
office—the endeavouring to make 
the great truths of the Gospel in- 
telligible to people who seldom 
think or read on such subjects. 
There are certain points, in speak- 
ing of which, we ought always to 
bear in mind the * unlearned’ in the 
doctrine of Christ. Of these, we 
have many in every congregation ; 
and that, not merely in the aisles, 
but also in the “chief seats.” The 
Inan of education may be a barba- 
tian in theology ; but he has a soul, 
aid [ should endeavour to make 
him understand me, when I am 
speaking te him ef that which is 


‘told that Mr. 
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necessary to his salvation. The 
Christian Teacher should consider 
himself as an interpreter, when dis- 
pensing the word of God. He 
should not content himself with 
using such terms as are understood 
by those who know as much as 
himself; he should endeavour to 
come down to the apprehensions of 
those, who never heard the language 
of theologians, and cannot attach 
any ideas to their terms. I was 
said you were 
abstruse. And I myself think that 
you must appear so to most of those 
gay beings who hear you at ; 
muny of whom, with all their ace 
complishments, know scarcely the 
first principles of Christianity. I 
would advise you to profit by the 
remark of Mr. » and to pray 
and strive forthe attainment of that 
desirable talent of accommodating 
both your subject and your lan. 
guage to the state of those you have 
to instruct. 

The sermon, the subject of which 
seemed to me best adapted to the 
bulk of your hearers, was that on— 
‘‘consider your ways.’ Like all 
the discourses I heard from you, it 
was highly serious; but it had one 
quality which many of them want. 
ed-—it was intelligible to all. And 
here I cannot but advise you to 
deal much in such plain and popular 
topics. Your congregation is too 
young in religious knowledge to ad- 
mit of your venturing at present far 
beyond such points as repentance, 
faith in Christ, the influence of the 
Spirit, holiness, the danger of sin, 
the vanity of the world, Christian 
tempers, prayer, vigilance, the 
frailty of life, the certainty of death, 
the security and happiness of a 
Christian life, and such obvious and 
always necessary topics. In endea- 
vouring to make the ignorant un- 
derstand, and the careless feel these 
subjects, you will find work enough; 
and happy will you be if on these 
you labour with success. 

With respect to your rich hear- 
ers, I may further observe, that it 
seems necessary te bear in mind 
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not only their ignorance in religious 
matters, but likewise that delicate 
and fastidious sensibility which their 
education and habits of life induce. 
They are indeed too easily wound. 
ed, and too averse to pain, to re- 
ceive the full benefit of plain deal- 
ing. But such being their charac- 
ter; and your business being not 
merely to deliver the truth, but to 
procure its admission into their 
minds, regard must be had to their 
actual condition and circumstances. 
Care must be taken, that what you 
enforce be not delivered in sucha 
way, as may tend rather to shut 
than to open the ear to Instruction. 
We shall overact our part, if we as- 
sert things which are more likely 
to shock, than to convince our 
hearers. There was something said 
on patriotism, and on literature, 
in one of your sermons, which I 
felt to have this tendency. And I 
thought at the time you made those 
observations, that you need not 
have concerned yourself with such 
points. If mankind have their pre- 
judices on such subjects, we may 
well let them alone, till we have sub- 
dued prejudices of a more danger- 
ous nature. We have in our minis- 
terial vocation enow of these to en- 
counter. Letthose which are least 
nurtful be reserved for the conclu- 
sion of the combat. 

I admit that the morbid delicacy 
of feeling in the affluent makes it 
very difficult to set before them the 
final punishment of the impenitent. 
Yet, “knowing the terrors of the 
jord’”’? ourselves, we must “ per- 
seade men,” by setting those terrors 
velore such as are exposed to them. 
But surely, some caution is neces- 
sary here ; lest the minister of the 
hope-inspiring Gospel of Jesus, 
look more like a denunciator of 
judgement than a messenger of 
mercy. I make this observation 
with a peculiar view to your min- 
istry ; for you wppeared to me to 
err a litle on this head. Some- 
times indeed we must endeavour 
to lead our hearers to the ecge of 
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old,” that they may look into it, that 
they may see * it is deep and large,” 
and take heed they fall not in. But 
to dwell much on hell-fire in every 
sermon, seems not fully to coincide 
with the designation of one, whose 
office it is to “preach peace by 
Jesus Christ.” To set forth the 
final state of the ungodly, is un- 
doubtedly one of the means of 
bringing men to God; but in occa- 
sionally resorting to it, lam anxious 
that it should be accompanied with 
evident marks of tender feeling. 
That no method of awakening the 
secure may be left untried, I feel 
myself compelled to speak of the 
damnation of sinners, and that not 
sparingly, but to dwell upon the 
awful subject: but even then, when 
my principal aim has been to alarm 
those who are in danger, I conceive 
it incumbent on me to shew, that 
the awful representation has been 
made with a benevolent intention ; 
taking care withal so to conclude, 
as to leave on the minds of my 
hearers some considerations that 
encourage hose. 

It is of great importance that ina 
discourse on the end of the wicked, 
we shew nothing unfeeling, nothing 
which indicates the indulgence of a 
harsh or ferocious temper. ** Sound 
speech” is not alone sufficient. On 
all subjects we should recollect, 
that we have two things to do; to 
convince, and to impress. A great 
part of our business lies in endeav- 
ouring to interest the heart. Nor 
do I know any thing that has a 
gyreater tendency to produce such 
an effect, than an affectionate man- 
ner of conveying the truth. A zea- 
lous mind, like yours, may defeat its 
end by a hardness of manner. To 
obviate this, there should be much 
prayerto God for a tender spirit: 
a qualification which St. Paul, with 
all his energy of character, often 
discovered : yea, he could appea! 
to the Searcher of all hearts, that 
he felt it; * God is my record,” 
said he to the Philippians, “ how 
greatly I lone after you all in the 


howels of Jesus Christ.” 











on 
ca 
co 
su 
yu 


wh 
Wi 
mi 
mi 
sto 
she 
hot 
bul 
pal 
wh 
is | 
cor 
TOK 
Ch 
nev 
lea: 
me 
the 
stil 
mo 
sen 
Lay 
the 
for 
upO 


Scr 








—- » 


a> & & C9 





1815.] 


To produce the feelings we should 
endeavour to excite, I could wish, 
‘hat your sermons ended more with 
xind and penetrating expostulations, 
drawn from your subject. The ap- 
plication of your sermons seemed 
likewise to want the spirit of invita- 
tion. There is something very at- 
tractive in a minister’s concluding 
with some such touching language 
as that which our Saviour used— 
Goto Him ‘all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and He will give 
you rest. “Take His yoke upon you: 
He is meek and lowly in heart: in 
Him ye shall find rest to your so™ls.”’ 
You will meet with some good spe- 
cimens both of expostulation and 
invitation, in the conclusions of 
Walker’s Sermons on the Church 
Catechism. 

Permit me to offer a few remarks 
on another important duty of our 
calling. We should endeavour to 
convince mankind of the utter in- 
sufficiency of their own works to 
justify them in the sight of God. 
But itis to be lamented, that some 
who aim at this poiat are chargeable 
with doing their business in sucha 
manner, as defeats their design, by 
making it yery generally misunder- 
stood. It should be our object to 
shew, that we are making an attack, 
not on the eternal obligations of duty, 
but on the being satisfied with that 
partial and hypocritical manner in 
which we discharge them, There 
is in the minds of men in generala 
conviction, that they ought to be 
sood men, Now I conceive, that a 
Christian minister should be careful 
never to say any thing that has the 
least tendency to shake that tunda- 
mental truth, so decply engraven on 
the human mind before the fall, as 
still to be found even in some of the 
most ivnorant and careless. This 
sentiment, a remaining trait of the 
Law of God originally written on 
the heart of man, affords something 
for a minister of the Gospel to work 
upon. Like the fragment of an in- 
scription found on a ruined temple, 

Christ, Obsery. No, 157. 
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expressive of its designation, it 
should be regarded, as far as it goes, 
as of great consequence to him who 
desires to re-edify the structure, and 
restore the service for which it was 
erected. But the manner in which 
some persons speak of gaqod works 
is such, as not only to make no use 
of this sense of moral obligation 
found in most men, but to weaken 
it. LEgregious mistake! To weaken 
that sense, which it is the intention 
of all the revelations God has made 
of His will to estabiish, to strengthen, 
to illuminate, and thereby to bring 
us to repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ! 
As a mere fragment only should this 
general sense of obligation be re- 
garded by the Christian teacher, 
whose office it is to bring forward 
the testimony of holy Scripture to 
supply those great particulars that 
are wanting. ‘The inspired writers 
will shew, what it is to be good men; 
the obligations we are under to be 
such ; the multiplied instances ia 
which we have violated those obli- 
gations; the turpitude of those vio- 
lations; the need in which we there- 
by stand of mercy; the necessity of 
faith in the mediation of Christ for 
our justification, and of the Holy 
Spirit’s influence on our hearts, to 
enable us to obey the law of God; a 
law, which being “ holy, just, and 
good,”’ is of eternal obligation. 

Not so much as a suspicion of de- 
tracting from the necessity of obe. 
dience to the will of God, should 
ever fall on him whose office it is to 
turn the “hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the ‘just.’ But it 
is matter of fact, that some, who are 
distiaguished by their zeal in preach- 
ing salvation by Jesus Christ, are net 
careful to preserve thmeselves from 
such a suspicion, There is an un- 
guarded way of decrying works, and 
exalting faith, which nourishes an 
Antinomian spirit in lax religionists, 
and from which the minds of some 
reflecting persons revolt as subver- 
siye of all religion. ket ‘every 
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plant which our heavenly Father hath 
not planted,”’ by all means be pluck- 
ed up: but let us remember, that 
there may be wheat among the tares ; 
and that if a heediess hand be used 
in clearing the field, we may pluck 
up, not only what the enemy hath 
sown, but that also which the hand 
of God planted. 

You will readily imagine, my dear 
friend, that I had a reference to your 
Ministry in this long passage. Iown 
it. It did not appear to me, that you 
were free from the charge of preach- 
ing faith in that careless manner in 
which many in the present day speak 
on that important subject. With 
respect to your intention, I have no 
doubt of its being right. It is only 
the way In which you endeavour to 
accomplish it, that appears cecnsur- 
able. Itis the fashion among many 
of the religious of these times to say 
strong things: and a young man of 
your intrepid mind will naturally ap- 
plaud such spirited effusions. But 
beware of copyingthem. lor though 
they may now seem worthy of your 


imitaticn on account of their energy ; 
they may, in a riper period of your 
life, be condemned by you, es hav- 
ing had an injurious effect on your 


ministry. The writings of two emi- 
nent men in the church of Ged (St. 
Augustine and Mr. Baxter) shew 
us, that when we sit down atthe end 
of our course, to review our miunis- 
try, and to calculate the specific ef- 
fect of every thing we have said or 
done, that which we thought highly 
of in youth may be set down among 
the things to be retracted in age. 
Great *“ High Priest of our proies- 
sion,” take away the “iniguity of our 
holy things !” 

My remarks, you perccive, are 
confined to your preaching. Jt was 
the only part of your ministry which 
I hid an opportunity of observing. 
Lad I been perfectly acquainted with 
the manner in which you fill up the 
interval between the Sundays, and 
had I seen any thing biameable, [ 
would have used the same freedom, 
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in my remarks upon it, which I have 
taken with respect to your sermons. 
But of this 1 saw but litle. I per. 
ceived, indeed, what was very Satis. 
factory to me, that you had no frivo- 
lous habits. No trifling occupations 
seemed to waste your ume or divide 
your attention. You appeared jike- 
wise to stand aloof irom those who, 
by their association, were more likely 
to aduiterate your character than 
to improve their own. You seemed 
to have but one object, and that an 
object of infinite magnitude. In 
short, I suspected but one defect: 
but then it is a defect of such a na- 
ture, that 1 cannot but impart my 
SUSPICIONS. 

You once dropped a bint, that you 
could not read or think much. And 
indeed, before you had given me 
this Inumation, I conjectured, from 
some things in your sermons, that 
you were not much of a student. 
Now if this conjecture be just, I fear 
that your flock will not have so good 
a commen to feed on, as they other- 
wise might have. And if the her- 
bage be scanty, the sheep must be 
lean. It was an Aposile’s injunction to 
a minister, “ Give thyself to reading ; 
meditate on these things: give thy- 
self wholly to them, that thy profit- 
ing may appear to all.’? <A pubiic 
conduit has to supply many vessels : 
large and frequent demands are made 
upon it. Itis necessary, of course, 
that every thing be done to keep 
the conduit full, A minister of a 
parish is like a public conduit; and 
reading and study, accompanied with 
prayer to God, arc the means of sup- 
plying him with that stock of know- 
ledge, with which he cought to be 
found always furnished, to answer the 
frequent demands that may be made 
upon him, for the refutation of error, 
the Instruction of the ignorant, the 
edification of the serious, and the 
comfort of the distressed. 

I have no doubt of your admit- 
ting the advantage of study; but I 
am apprehensive of your alleging 
that you yourself are incafiable of 











an 
an 


<3 
ha- 


my 


Ou 








1319.] 





close application. But do _ not 
mistake aversion for incapability. 
Is disinclination to study a deficien- 
cy in an instructer? Isit likely to 
render him less useful than he might 
otherwise be? Are the purposes of 
his appointment less likely to be 
answered through such a deficiency ? 
Then, depend upon it, it is his duty 
to endeavour to overcome this aver- 
sion. I know of nothing more 
hostile to improvement, than that 
aptness there is in those who have 
contracted bad habits, to conclude, 
that they are invincible defects of 
Mature. They who are fixed in 
such an opinion make no effort to 
correct the fault to which they are 
addicted. But assuredly this is not 
Christian practice. We are taught 
by the word of God to struggle with 
nature ; and we ought to consider, 
that the deeper the root of any fault 
ies, the more strenuous ought to be 
our endeavours to eradicate it. But 
where the fault is of such a nature, 
that others are likely to be losers 
by it, even in their most important 
concerns, * how dwelleth the love 
of God in us,” if we do not strive 
and pray to get the better of it? 

_ It seems well worthy of your con- 
sideration, my dear friend, that 
many of your hearers are men of 
education. Since God sends you 
such hearers, you should endeavour 
to meet them, like “ a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed” 
in their presence. gut IL much 
question, whether you will be able 
to appear before them in this res- 
pectable light, if the business of 
preparing for the pulpit be not 
entered upon until the last day of 
the week. 

I am aware that there are other 
ccupations besides those of read- 
ing and writing, to fillup the six 
days of the week; and that there 
is more to do in your large parish 
than one person can discharge. 
But yet, from the peculiar nature 
»f your situation, vour preaching 
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ought to be a main object of your 
attention. It is the only means by 
which you can approach the great 
bulk of the company whe resort to 

—. With respect to your 
stated parish concerns, there are 
many other ways of carrying on the 
purposes of your ministry. The 
catechisinge of children, the distri. 
bution of religious tracts, the pro- 
motion of family prayer, and the 
formation of societies for the refor- 
mation of manners, are all incum.- 
bent duties of a parish minister, 
and tend so materially to carry his 
public instructions inte effect, that 
I trust you will make a point of 
giving much of your attention to 
these things. Itis, I am apt to 
think, for want of accompanying 
our discourses with these means of 
improvement, that the most edifying 
sermons have often little effect even 
in some places where they are con- 
stantly delivered. 

[ have taken so many Niberties 
with you, that I am beginning to 
fear it is time for me to apologize 
for them. But I trust you under- 
stand me too well to render that 
necessary. I am greatly indebted 
to those who have been kind enough 
to tell me of what was wrong in 
myself ; and I feel bound to follow 
the example of their fidelity, espe- 
cially in a case of such importance 
asvours. Do not think that I have 
indulged any proud ideas of superi- 
ority over you, while writing this 
letter. Many of the faults on which 
Ihave animadverted have been my 
own: and I feel, that I still have 
many others, for which it becomes 
me to be humbled before God, and 
to blush at being called a minister o! 
Christ. I pray to God, that when 


you have been a minister as long as 

I have been, you may be a better 

example to your younger brethren 

than I can boast of being.—I remain, 
Dear Sir, 

Very affectionately yours, 








fo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


in times like the present, when 
universal benevolence seems to pre- 
vail, and when every Briton appears 
anxious to do good to his neigh- 
bour, I conceive that parents are in 
some danger of erring, in the por- 
tion of time they devote to objects 
not immediately connected with 
their families, and the little oppor- 
tunity they leave themselves of at- 
tending to the best Interests of their 
ffsprine. 

In the course of my Iittle expe- 
rience, I have had the good fortune 
to enjoy the friendship of some of 
our most useful public labourers; 
and while I have admired the pa- 
triotism which they have displayed, 
and their desire todo good abroad, 
it have, as the father of a familv, 
Deenshocked to observe the partial 
attention which their own children 
and domestics received at home. 
Those woo go ovt to cultivate com- 
mon Jand, should certainly first tll 
their own enclosures; orl fear they 
will have to witness the gathering 
in of wheat from a foreign soil, 
which they have aided inits growth ; 
while they see thorns from their own 
cround, destined to be burned. 

There are in every season, busy 
men, who enpear dissatisfied, unless 


enrared in some ostentations dis- 
play of zeal for charitable insti- 
2utIons : but it is not to this class 
fam lJooking—they have their re- 
ward ; but to those who really mourn 
ever the depravity of the human 
heart before God; who pray fer- 
vently for _ prosperity of Zion, 


and the enlarrement of a Redeem- 
er’s kingdom in the world. To 
inese who know the value of the 
oul, and feel the worth of salvation, 
eric an too much overlook their 
OWN € ,; L would address afew 
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words, as to the regulation of 
Christian family, and the time neces- 
sary to be spent in it, to produce the 
results which every good parent 
must ardently wish for.—‘ In the 
morning sow thy seed,” &c. And, 
first, take pains to inform the minds 
and store the memories of your 
children :—2dly, take frequent op- 
portunities of judging how far the 
seed is thriving :—S3dly, be very 
watchful over the tempers of your 
children ; and—4thly, be much with 
your family, that they may observe 
in your temper and disposition, 
strony marks of a Christian spirit— 
the semblance to Him whose follow- 
er you profess to be. I know no 
scene so truly heavenly, as a happy, 
harmonious family sitting around 
its parents, hearing them and ask- 
ine them questions rclating to Di- 
vine subjects; stating their " difficul- 
tics ; and receiving encouragement 
to go on the ir w ay. 

Children who feel aright, will 
enjoy such seasons, and anticipate 
the return of a father, after a short 
separation—feeling that the circle 
is incomplete, or the arch insecure, 
without its key-stone. ‘There are 
many duties incumbent on him, not 
immediately ranking under the head 
of religious Instructions, which lead 
materially to the cultivation of the 
mind, the softening of the heart, 
and the improving of the morals ; 

and which tend to prepare the way 
for Divine subjects ; all of which, if 
properly attended to, will occupy 
much time. To leave this to an 
hireling, while we watch and foliow 


the lambs upon the mountains, 
discovers, In my opinion, a gross 
errorin judgment. In this sense 


st might be said, “ If 
not for his own, and especially for 
they of his own household,” he 
sts a want of fidelity 
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I acknowledge myself a_ little 
selfish ; and would first provide for 
the spiritual wants of the children 
God has graciously given me ; then 
for my friends ; thirdly, for my coun- 
try; and, lastly, and anxiously too, 
for the whole human race—*“ May 
thy kingdom come, O Lord,” &c. I 
feel convinced that one reason why 
this country is not famed as it should 
be for real religion and purity, is, be- 
cause so large a portion of time and 
attention is devoted to foreign objects, 
to the partial neglect of home duties. 
Look into the family of a good man, 
who, assisted by the leading object 
of his affections, has not failed to 
associate with his children for the 
attainment of their instruction ;, who 
has attended them while seeking 
rational amusement; who has guard- 
ed them (by his experience) from 
danger on every side; and led them, 
by his own presence, in the way in 
which they should go. And I main- 
tain that, by the blessing of God upon 
these legitimate means, you will dis- 
cover, in the female branches, more 
of delicacy, more virtue and Joveli- 
ness, and, above all, more of religion, 
‘han is to be seen currently in the 
present day; and, in the young men, 
more dutifulness, less fashionable 
indifference, and more regard to 
invisible realities, than are gencral 
in professing circles. 

Let those, then, take public du- 
ties who are, by the age of their 
children, in some degree released 
irom private responsibility ; or those 
who, from a want of social feelings in 
themselves or others, have never 
thus put on the yoke: while those 
who stand in the awful and important 
relation of parents to young people, 
endeavour, by their time—by their 
prayers—by their abilittes—and, last 
of all, by their presence, to dis- 
charge those duties which devolve 
upon them, and of which they will 
be expected to give an account. 

Col. R S—-. 


C-—- Barracks, Dec. 17, 1814 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
As my former letter, respecting the 
necessary expenses ofa prudent young 
man at the University, seems to have 
been considered somewhat obscure, it 
may, perhaps, be expected that I 
should state more particularly what 
expenses I did, and what I did not, 
mean to include in that estimate. 

In the recurring quarterly bills, I, 
of course, could notintend to include 
those which occur but once: and, 
therefore, furniture, cap and gown, 
fees for degrees,kc. did not enter into 
my calculation ;—and though clothes 
are absolutely necessary, I did not 
reckon them in the list of college ex- 
penses. Food, however, being not 
only necessary, but the principal part 
being usually charged for in the col- 
lege bills, 1 certainly did mean to 
allow for breakfast, dinner, and sup- 
per. Books, also, I allowed for; but 
such, only, as I deemed necessary. 

It may be proper to observe, that 
my estimate was intended for one who 
wished to pass through the Universi- 
ty with the least possible expense ; 
and therefore it was made for a sizar, 
and was founded on facts. 

Your former correspondents wrote 
in such a manner as appeared to be 
calculated to mislead those who know 
but little of the University. Every 
one who read their accounts would 
conclude the expenses of a college 
education were enormous; whereas, 
there is, perhaps, no station of equal 
respectability wherein a person may 
support himself for so sma// asum 
as at the University. Compare the 
fees for degrecs with what a com- 
mon attorncy has to pay before he 
is permitted to practise, and they 
will be found insignificant ;—nay, 
they are much less than an ap- 
prentice-ice to a respectable shop- 
keeper. Kent of rooms is mode- 
rate ; so, too, is the sum paid for 
commons; and as for tuition, a 
sizar pays but fifteen shillings per 
quarter; which is less than is often 
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paid at a day-school for learning to 
write and cypher! A pensioner’s tu- 
ition is double this; and if we sup- 
pose all his expenses increased in the 
same proportion (which is more than 
they need be), a pensioner’s college 
bills would, according to my former 
estimate, be 100/. per annum. Can 
this, sir, be considered as enormous ? 

As your last correspondent consi- 
ders me to have run into an opposite 
extreme to your former ones, I have 
only to repeat that my calculation 
was founded on facts, and therefore 
was not likely to have becn errone- 
ous. I have just now added together 
the bills of one who has graduated, 
and find that, zze/ustve of furniture 
for rooms, caution-money,food, books, 
Jaundress, small bills from tailor and 
shoemaker, with many little e¢ cetera, 
the whole does not average 47/, a- 
year, I have also minutes of other 
bills lying by me—some of which 
are under 10/. per quarter. 

But I also stated, that in some 
cases a person might have to receive 
instead of to fay money. This also 
1 affirmed on the knowledge of the 
fact. I shall not, of course, be ex- 
pected to give names in a letter of 
this kind; but, to shew that I was 
quite correct in my statements, I shall 
beg to quote a passage or two from 
an author, on whose veracity most of 
your readers will place reliance. 

“ Thus, my college expenses will 
not be more than 12/, or 15/. a-year, 
at the most » whose 
bills I have borrowed, has been at 
college three years. He came over 
from —— with 10/. in his pocket, 
and has no friends, nor any income 
nor emolument whatever except 
what he receives from his sizarship; 
yet he does support himself, and that, 
too, very genteelly. Jt 7s only men’s 
extravagance that makes college life 
so expensive.’™ ....0.0.. Again: “Mr. 

*Remains of Henry Kirke White.— 
Vetter, Oct. 26, 1805. 
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Catton has given me an exhibition, 
which makes my whole income sixty 
guineas a year. My last term’s bill 
was 138/. 13s., and I mad 72. 12s to 
receive.’’* 

It is not my intention to trouble 
you with any more letters upon this 
subject. If you should think proper 
to insert this, you may add a remark 
or two on your last correspondent’s 
observations respecting books and 
tradesmen’s bills. 

When a young man comes to col- 
lege, he generally brings with him 
the common classics, lexicons, &c. 
By subscribing to Nicholson’s Libra- 
ry (which is atrifling expense), he 
may procure most of the other books 
he has occasion for; and if he be 
studious, his tutor will allow him to 
obtain books in his own name from 
the college or public library. By 
adopting this plan he may procure 
all books that are necessary to the 
attainment even of the highest ho- 
nours in the University, without ex- 
pending any considerable sum in 
forming a library of hisown; which 
I do not consider necessary for an 
undergraduate, especially if it contain 
many exfrensive books. 

As to the plan he recommends 
respecting tradesmen’s bills, how- 
ever good it may be, he will find 
much difficulty in getting it adopted. 
It is no easy matter, in College, to 
alter a long-established custom. Let 
him, therefore, pursue an easy reme- 
dy for the evil he complains of ;— 
let him suffer none of his trades- 
men’s bills to be sent in to the tutor, 
but pay them all himself. By so 
doing, he may employ whatever 
tradesman he picases; and not only 
guard against erroneous charges, but 
gain some other advantages which he 
is probably not aware of. 

I am, 
Sir, &e. &c. 
AN OLD FELLOW. 


‘ibid, Letter, Aug. 12, 1806. 
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To the Ejitor of the Christian Observer. 
Ir is well known that the British 
Critic now ranks among the most 
zealous opposers of the Bible So- 
ciety. To such as are influenced 
by the authority of that journal it 
may be instructive, and to others it 
must be amusing, to learn what were 
its sentiments dast year. This may 
be done from the enclosed extract. 
—I am, &c. 
J. &. 
Hull, Dec, 1814. 


“If authority could decide a 
question, perfectly cognizable by 
common sense, we should be inclin- 
ed to bow to the authority, which 
(very unhappily, we think) opposes 
itself to the Bible Society, Or, if 
acute and subtle argument ‘could 
possibly make us believe white to 
be black, we should doubtless be 
staggered by the logic which has 
(with equal unhappiness) been wast- 
ed on this subject. But, as it is, 
we can only lament, and deeply 
lament, that invincible propensity 
to take different sides on every 
question, which breaks out even in 
the clearest and pluinest concerns of 
human life. 

“If it be a clear point that Bibles 
and Testaments, un-sophisticated 
and un-cemmented, cannot possibly 
do harm— 

“If it be clear that such a gift 
cannot be vitiated by the giver— 

“If it be certain, that a Society 
selling cheap Bibles and Testa- 
ments, and also other excellent 
works on theology, cannot possibly 
be hurt by having a great part of 
its expense voluntarily borne by ano- 
ther Society,—it isand must be clear 
to us, 

“ 1, That the Bible Society is a 
rood thing. 

“2, That it 


tends to assist, 


rather than to injure, the excellent 
Society for 
Knowledge. 
‘ Ten thousand volumes of con. 
troversy cannot, in our opinion, in- 
plain truths, and 


firomoting Christian 


validate these 
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therefore of such volumes we take 
no notice, that we may not perplex, 
our readers and ourselves in vain.’ 
—British Critic, March, 1813, pp. 
309, 310. 


— 


Tothe Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tue following paper appeared in 
the Northampton Mercury of the 
25th June. I trust you will not 
deem it unsuitable for insertion in 
your work, as I am very desirous to 
introduce the subject again to the 
notice of your numerous readers. 

“ Various are the religious and 
moral institutions in this country : 
humanity and benevolence have risen 
to a most unprecedented height. 
Not only for our own country are 
the exertions of the good and great 
employed, but at this time the great- 
est efforts are making in behalf of 
the distressed Germans. The hand 
of charity is open not only to the 
alienation of fresent misery, but 
such an institution as a Bible Society 
is calculated to excite thousands to 
seek for future happiness. But, 
amidst all, one set of people seem to 
be entirely excluded from participat- 
ing in any of these blessings—I 
mean GIPsIES; who are accounted 
as rogues and vagabounds. When 
we consider that they, equally with 
ourselves, are * bought with a price,’ 
much more remains to be done. 
These people, however wretched, 
wicked, and depraved their condition, 
certainly demand attention; and 
their being overlooked with seeming 
indifference, in this respect, is really 
much to be regretted. Instead of 
being the subjects of pity and com- 
miseration, they are advertised as 
rogues and vagabonds, and a reward 
is offered for their apprehension. 
But no asylum is offered them— 
nothing is held out to them to en- 
courage a reformation in any that 
might be disposed to abandon their 
accustomed vices, The object of 
this letter is to remind some of 
those gentlemen in this county who 
have already so eminently signalized 























9 Suggestions Jor fnipjiroving the Condition of the Gipsies. 


themselves in the propagation of 
religion, that much good, it is pro- 
babie, might be done, by some plan 
being adopted to call these wanderers 
hetie nS ome more able than my- 
self may be excited to suggest some 
further ideas on this apparently im- 
pertant subject: with them [I shall 
therefore leave these few hints.” 

This paper drew forth, in the 
Northampton Mercury, of the suc. 
ceeding week, the following pro- 
posal from a wriler who signed 
himself Junius. 

‘T have read with much pleasure, 
the Iettcr in behalf of the Gipsies, 
in your paper of last week; and I 
do heartily concur with the bene- 
volent writer,in wishing some plan 
may be devised and adopted for 
reclaiming these houseless wander- 
ers to amore civilized and Christian 
jife. It appears useless and un- 
availing to harass them from place 
to place, unless some asylum be 
provided for their reception. Ac. 
cording to the precept left us by 
the great Author of our holy pro- 
fession, we should do well in all 
cases, to do unto others as we would 
wish to be dealt with ourselves. 
Let those gentlemen who are so 
zealous in driving them from their 
usual haunts, be persuaded, in idea, 
to place themselves in the situation 
of these houseiess rovers; and in- 
stead of persecuting them, it might 
perhaps teach themto commiserate 
their case. 

When we consk ues the immense 
sums that are raised for every pros 
bable means of hein rood which 
has hitherto been made _ public, 
surely we need not doubt but lia 
teed method gee be proposed 
lief, ! ameliorating the 
these people, it would 
mect with deserved encourarement. 
Their number is not so large, nor 
would the expense attending a plan 
of this kind be so great, but that it 
would easily be practicable, so far 
as it respects pecuniary assistance. 
Suppose the Legislature should not 
: th ese persons unworthy of no- 
"reat fa ymilv 
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of the kingdom, they ought not to 
be overlooked ; might not the follow- 
ing method of dealing with them be 
hoped to be of essential service ?-— 
Let there be about four or six sta- 
tions fixed upon in different parts 
of the kingdom, as places of resi- 
dence for them: ateach of these 
places let there be a village built 
of comfortable cottages, with good 
gardens to each cottage; let a 
family be placed in each; let there 
be, farther, a house and farm attach- 
d to the village, where a respec- 
table person may be placed, and 
upon the farm let the able part of 
the village be employed. I would 
farther recommend thattwo schools 
be erected in the village; one for 
the boys, and another Pt the girls ; 
where they may be Initiated into 
the knowledge of reading, writing, 
&c. By all means I would recom- 
mend that a Sunday-school should 
be adopted, or otherwise what they 
learn in the week would be lost upon 
the Sunday. Further, let a church 
be erected upon the spot, and a 
chaplain appointed, and let every 
means be made use of to bring 
them to attend Divine service con- 
stantly. Asthe children grow up, 
let them be apprenticed to good 
nd useful trades ; and for this pur- 
pose let a certain sum be sect apart ; 
and as probably there will be many 
who will be unable to work, let these 
receive a weekly allowance, the 
Same aS paupers in other parishes. 
Let these villages be erected in 
various parts of the kingdom, anil 
all persons of this descripuon who 
shall be found wandering about as 
Gips.ecs be placed in such as are 
nearest ; and should any either leave 
their residence, or refuse to accept 
of this assylum, i sec no reason 
why the law should not be eniorc. 
ed upon them wita hie ereatest 
Should this plan, or a similar 
, be thought panne of adaption 
‘find the pood 
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effects of it in eeing these trou- 
biesome mendicants from our habi- 
ations androads; and the comfo 
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they would enjoy would amply re- 
pay any trouble and expense that 
may attendit. And further, as your 
correspondent observes, as they are 
of the same nature with ourselves, 
and bought with the same price, 
with the precious blood of the Son 
of God, it 1s our duty as patriots and 
as Christians, to attempt something 
for them.’’ 

Tam fully aware of the objections 
which may be urged to the plan pro- 
posed by Junius.. I nevertheless 
send it to you, and trust that you 
will insert it, in the hope that it may 
serve to awaken the attention of the 
humane to a subject which is well 
entitled totheir serious considera- 
tion. THEOGNILS 


-- <a 


To the Biulitor of the Cristian Observer. 
ProgaBry the following extract, 
if inserted, will interest many of 
your readers; but you can best 
judye whether it deserves to find 
a place in vour valuable publication. 
* * & 


o 


Extract of a Leiter from a Protes- 
tant Minister in the 
france. (Translation.) 
** I exceedingly rejoice to see the 

zeal of so many servants of God in 

England for the advancement of the 

kingdom of our dear Saviour; a 

phenomenon the more remarkable 

because, as it seems to me, it has 
appeared ata time when Satan en- 
tertained expectations of destroying 

Christianity in France, and perhaps 

throughout the whole world. How 

delightfu: would itbe, if we were so 
happy as to behold a similar zeal 
animate our France ; but, alas ! the 
number of true Israelites is still 
very small, or at least litle known. 
Yet after the season of sifting and 
of apostacy, through which we have 
passed, one is astonished to see that 
the number of evangelical ministers 
is greater than before, though un- 
happily not sufficiently great. ‘The 
spirit of the world reigns in our 
Christ. Obsery. No. 157, 
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churches, the essential truths of 
Christianity have been obscured, 
particularly the doctrine of Justifi- 
cation by Faith, which is the funda- 
mental and distinguishing truth of 
the Reformation. It is amazing 
that the doctrine of our reformers 
has become unknown in the very 
bosom of the relormed churches, 
and that people coldly debate, with 
a dry and barren morality after the 
example of Pagan philosophers, 
without attending to Him who has 
said, ‘Come unto me, and I will 
give you rest: he that abideth in 
me, and 1 in him, the same bring. 
eth forth much fruit, for without me 
ye can do nothing.’ 

* i think we have reason to be- 
lieve that the decayed state of the 
congregations originates with the 
universities, or that at least they very 
much contribute thereto. Arianism 
has made great cfforts to introduce 
itseli there, and several of the stu- 
dents have imbibed it. The spirit 
of the world, which is the spirit of 
philosophers ialsely so called, in- 
fects even ecclesiastical assemblies 
and the pulpit. “A sensible and 
pious man remarked to me, a short 
time back, thatso much immorality 
has never been seen among Pro- 
testants, as since the period that 
morality alone is preached. There 
are still among us, God be praised, 
persons possessed of genuine sim- 
plicity, sheep of the good Shep. 
herd ; and it is observed here, and 
I believe elsewhere, that when the 
Gospel is preached in its purity 
and with unction, the hearers are 
respectful and attentive; but the 
dead have need to hear the voice of 
the Son of God, that they may live. 
We see it expedient that the Holy 
Spirit should come and breathe upon 
our souls, and reanimate our drv 
bones, in order that we may form a 
living church of Christ. 

*“ You will perhaps be glad to 
know the names of some of the 


pastors in the south of France, who 
are orthodox, and who deyote them- 
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selves to the advancement of the 
kingdom of God. At Montauban, 
which is the only seat of a French 
Protestant University In the king- 
dom, the professor in Hebrew, M. 
Bonnard, and M. Encontre, recently 
nominated professor in divinity, 
stand distinguished ; at Toulouse, M. 
Ciabrand, pastor; at Mazeres, M. 
wlarzials; at Saverdun, M. Verge; 
at Nismes, M. Armand; at St. Hy- 
nolite, M. Gavuer and M. Gachon ; 
at Montpeliier, 43. Lissignol, and 
many others. At Nismes and St. 
Hypolite there are private assem- 
ig for Christian agape At 
Hypolite the Is temple, 
though there ere near four thousand 
Protestants: Divine worship 
place in the open air, when the 
weather is fine. ‘Phe number of 
persons of both sexes who can 
neither read nor write, is conside- 
rable in all our churches; and that 
is because the Protestants have no 


no 
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charity-schools, with the exception 
of a very small number of churches: 
and because the poor are not suffi- 
ciently encouraged to seek instruc- 
tion. We have formed a little 
establishment in this town for the 
instruction of six poor children; 
but in consequence of the severe 
times through which we have pass- 
ed, it has fallen to the ground. I 
commend myself and my congrega- 
tion to the affectionate intercessions 
and kind remembrance of the dis- 
ciples of Jesus in England. I beg 
you — assure them, as you find op- 
portunity, that I cordially love them 
in Our coumenen Lord and Saviour : 
and that { wish them the happiness 
of bringing unto him many souls, 
who may be able to declare, § Thou 
hast us; thou hast washed 
us from our sins in thine own blood ; 
thou hast mace us kings and priests 
unto God and thy Father.’ ” 


ioved 
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Sermons. By the Rev. JOHN NI 
M.A. Rector of Chi apham. 2 vol. 
8vo. J.ondon: Hatch ard, 18 6 
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Ar length we have the 

announcing to our Christian 

rs the valuable set of posthumeus 
sermons at the head of this article. 

We approach to the consideration 

of them, we must confess, with 

feelings of no ordinary kind. It 
would be an act w hypo- 
crisy to ped towards them the 
mere cold feelings and disinte 
regarc Is of the ‘actual critic. 

parted * losonh 

salto, and, more than all, 

the first of Christian pastors, mu 

sureiy demand from those pages 

which he had so often illumined b 

his brilliancy, deepened by 

sonings, and sanctified by 
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some tribute of respectful acknow. 
jedement and affectionate Ccommen- 
dation beyond the common place 
expressions due to a departed au- 
A minister, as he was, of a 
large and populous parish, rendered 
more attract ive tothe contemplative 
a by “7s presence than even 

y its proximity to the great metro- 
polis, it would be difficult to have 
selected a critic, perhaps, at all 
connected with the labours of the 
Christian who should 
have been able to disunite his re- 
marks on these truly valuable ser- 
mons from his recoiiection of the 
man. “ Flow he icoked—how he 

stood—how he spoke—how he feit,” 
must be considered as deeply im- 
printed on the remembrance of any 
one om whom shall devoive the 
duty of recording in these pees the 
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comparatively colder judgment of 
“how he wrote.” We are not 
ashamed, for our parts, to own the 
prepossessions under which we ap- 
proach to the pleasing though me- 
lancholy task we have here under- 
taken. Weare not afraid of out- 
runaing the sympathy of our readers 
in declaring, that should any blots, 
any defects, any symptoms either 
of that coveioeene 2ss which belongs 
to great genius, or that impertiec- 
tion which alloys the purest and 
mest resplendent works of human 
fabrication—itn a word, any marks 
of that usual and almost inseparable 
disadvantage which ever attends 
posthumous publications, meet us 
in these volumes, we shall “ ap. 


proach them as we should the 
wounds of a parent—with pious 
awe ond trembling — solicitude.”’ 


Something of filial veneration in- 
evitably mingles itself with every 
record we lave to keep of this truly 
excellent man. And when we reflect 
upon his too early departure from 
this earthly stage of useful labour 
and prominent exertion, at a mo- 
ment when no labour or exertion in 
the great cause can well be spared— 
ais departure in the prime of life 
and vigour of all his mental facul- 


ucs—=we must own a still deeper 
sensation thrills to our heart; and 
ihe hand which has to record his 


iurst and only work ag posthumous 
£ Ps i — : ~~ 
scarcely fulfils its office. 

We are, indeed, spared the pain 
of calling up to vivid recoliection, 
ut the present moment, the 
yarted virtues of this eminent saint, 
or the purpose of recording them, 
the preface of the work 
vetore us, and finding a valuable 
memoir and truly affectionate sum- 
mary of his character, dv wo up by 
the editors of his {t con. 
SISLS, pris Catracts 
irom the testimony oi 
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is contained in a sermon preached 
by that gentleman in Clapham 
church, on the occasion of Mr. 
Venn’s death. The eulogy may be 
said to be in a style eminently ap- 
propriate to the character which it 
panegyrizes ; and simply and affec- 
lionately states the great, though 
unassuming virtues “of one of the 
best and greatest men, of one of the 
most eminent and useful ministers 
whom we have ever known.” As 
a MINISTER, it ascribes two of the 
rarest and most invaluable proper- 
ties, when found in union, to his 
pastoral instructions which can be. 
long to the sacred office ; the most 
entre “ f#delity in the interpretation 
and exposition of Scripture ;” and 
“orzginality” in * the rich, copious, 
and varied streams of piety, cruth, 
and eloquence, which flowed from 
his lips.” These points, of course, 
it will be the immediate business 
of the following Review to examine 
and illustrate. As a MAN, it ate 
tributes to him successively, “ hu- 
mility prolound and unvarying ;”’ 
“universal benevolence and uncom- 
mon tenderness ;”’ * disinterested. 
ness; * soundness of judgment ;”’ 
‘‘ sobriety of views ;’? and = an 
“ equanimity and well-baianced pro- 
poruon throughout his whole cha- 
racter.’? Some interesting 
detalis of his death-bed are sub. 
joined ; and a very striking simi- 
larity in it pointed out to the spirit 
und even to the words of “the 
learned, pious, and judicious Hook- 
er.” ‘To that great and immortal 
light and pillar of our church, we 
should in truth not be afraid to 
have ventured a more lengthened 
parallel, bad time permitted, in 
the character of our departed di- 
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man source of illumination and 
knowledge; with the same sub- 
limity ot feeling, warmth of devo- 
tion, abstractedness from all world- 
ly views and aims, and_ steady 
homage to the great object of 
faith—the truth as it is in Jesus 
Christ; we can without ee 
imagine to have assimilated t 

two kindred though, in time, distant 
spirits, Upon earth. And now that 
both are mingled with native 
dust,*we can with stil less diffi- 
eulty paint to ourselves their im. 
mortal parts celebrating with * sym- 
phonious sounds” those divine sub- 
jects to which their hearts were so 
singularly clevaied here below; 
and Joining, with egual step, 
Ionumerable company of angels 
whose pumber, order, and employ- 
ments they here so much in com- 
mon delighted to contemplate. 
Whilst we dwell, with fond recol- 
lection, on the many excellences 
which lie hid for atime under that 
tomb which covers the mortal re- 
mains of John Venn, may we be 
indulged with one further extract 
from the preface of this work, con- 
taining the fragment of a pastoral 
letter which he began to dictate to 
his flock on his dying bed, and in 
the midst of which he was broken 
off by that hand which stays for 
none. But though in fragment, it 
may still serve to shew some of the 
principles by which he was actuated, 
some of the affection which beamed 
from his whole soul towards his 
beloved flock, and also, inciden- 
tally, some few of the unnumbered 
benefits which he was the instru- 
ment of rendering to that favoured 
parish, of which the Holy Ghost 
has mace him overseer. 
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‘©¢ A Pastoral Farewell Address from the 
Rev John Venn, Kector of Clapinam, 
to his respected and beloved flock. 


«Mv dear friends, 
«y cannot quit the 
hich F have so long held 


WiriCal 4 z 


pastoral relation 
over you, 


Jan, 


without expressing my deep sense of ob. 
ligation to you, and without giving you 
my last friendly advice = For twenty years 
Lbave lived amongst you, and preached 
to you. With respect to myself, 1 have 
humbly to request you to pardon the many 
deficiencies in my ministry and conduct 
of which Lam now deeply sensible. But 
with respect to one thing, Ican truly say 
that LE have acquitted my duty faithfully 
and conscientiously. I have iaken much 
pains to understand accurately, and impar- 
tially to preach to you, the 
Christ, as tt appeared to me to be deliv- 
ered by Christ and his Apostles. In this 
respect [have called no man master; nor 
have l ever, in any one instance that I 
know of, for the sake of system, piven an 


interpretation to any part of the word of 


God which Twas not fully convinced, after 
the most mature deliberation, to be just 
and right: so that Icantruly say, [ have 
not shunned to declare unto you the whole 


counsel of Ged. 


“ And now, with respect to yourselves, 
YT lave to return you my most. sincere 
thanks for your kind, and tender, and can- 
did aceeptance of my Ixbours amongst you. 
}have met with daily instances of atten- 
tion, civility, and aficction ; and I cannot 
recollect, that in the whole course of my 
ministry J have met with a single instance 
of rudeness or incivility. You have been 
ready to forward every good work which 
I have proposed. With a more attentive 
audience no pastor was ever blessed: the 
decency and devotion of your conduct in 
the house of God have been such as to 
attract the notice and excite the admira- 
tion of every stranger. By your Kind as- 
sistance and liberality, I have been enabled 
to complete the three things nearest my 
heart:—by the enlargement of our school, 
every child in the parish may be gratui- 
tously taught to read; by the institution 
of the Bible Society, every family will be 
supplied with a Bible ; and by the erection 
ofa Chapel of Ease (the bill for which has 
already passed Parliament,) accommoda- 
tion will be provided for every mhabitant 
to worship God with facility and conve- 
nience. ‘These are blessings which rar ely 
fall to the lot of a minister in so shorta 
period. 


‘But now, my beloved friends, when 
I am standing upon the verge of eter- 
nity, and Jooking forward to the time 
when you and I must meet together 
befuere the awful tribunal of God, suffer 

e, lentreat you, to warn you that you 
stop not short in the mere forms of 
religion, Sufler me to remind you of 
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some of the principal doctrines which 1 
have ever insisted upon amongst you, and 
which now, at the hour of death, appear to 
me to be more important and real than 
ever, 


‘“©*The foundation of all my preaching 
amongst you has been this: that we sare 
naturally in a corrupt state, alienated from 

God, and subject therefore to the just dis- 
pleasure - and condemmation of the Al- 
mighty > that it is the chief business of 
man in this life, and his first and most im- 
portant duty, to seek deliverance from that 
state,that he may be reconciled to God 





‘Here, I regret to say,’ observes Mr. 
Pearson, “this interesting and valuable 
Farewell Address from your Jate beloved 
Pastor, ends. It bears upon it striking 
marks of his characteristic humil! ty, faith- 
fulness, and concern for the spiritual and 
eternal welfare of his flock: and I cannot 
doubt, that its simple, affectionate, and 
weighty import will make a deep and last- 
ing impression upon your minds. The 
long and uniform tenor of his preaching 
may enable you to conjecture what would 
probably have been the substance of his 
advice and exhortation, had he been per- 
mitted to have completed this parting ad- 
dress. He would doubtless have repeated, 
What he had so frequently declared, and on 
Which he had been accustemed so copwusly 
and ably to enlarge ;---that the deliverance 
of fallen, sinful man, was to be sought by 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, as the only 
and all-sufficient Saviour; and by the re- 
newing and sauctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit, to be obtaine : i fervent and 
persevering prayer.’ pp. XXV.---XNXIL. 


"Phe sermons before us, as it fur- 
ther appears from the preface, are a 
selection from his manuscripts by his 
friends; one of whom he addressed 
in the following terms a few months 
before he died :—‘ ] request you to 
point out irom recollection, as well 
as you can, those sermons of mine 
which you may think to be the least 
unworthy of the publiceye. I must 
further trust to your kindness in 
taking a share in giving them that 
correction which is absolutely neces- 
sary for their publication, leaving as 
much as you can unaltered, &c.’’ 
It is but justice to say, that the 
friends of Mr. Venn appear to haye 
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correctly as well as ably fulfilled this 
interesting request. Judging from 
internal evidence, we see an unifor- 
mity of style, which shews the cha- 
racter of the original writer to have 
been, on the whole, though perhaps 
with some exceptions, carefully main- 
tained: whilst, at the same time, it 
has not happened to us to find many 
instances of haste or obscurity, such 
as might have been expected from 
an author not writing for publication, 
or an editor not correcting for per- 
sonal reputation, The subjects of 
the sermons will be found highly in- 
teresting ; though we are not able to 
state that any particular order seems 
to have been observed in their ar- 
rangement. We shall first give all 
the subjects or titles of the sermons 
in the two volumes distinctly: we 
shall then give a few such extracts 
as may serve to illuminate their au- 
thor’s views upon some of the leading 
docirines of the Gospel, which will 
include a notice of some expository 
discourses; then such as may direct 
us to his standard of practical plety ; 
and, finally, such as may give some 
idea of the sublime conceptions and 
flizits of devotion wita which his 
mind continual] yteemed. We may 
offer some concluding observations 
on the general result. 


The Se 


are-—— 


ermons 1n the First Volume 


‘I. The Importance and Difficulties of 
the Christian Ministry, from 1 Cor. ii. 3.— 
If. On Preaching the Gospel, Mark xvi. 
i5.—Il. The Glory of God, Exod. xxxiii. 
18—IV. On Good Works, Jam. ii. 24.— 
V. The Prayer of St. Paul for the Ephe- 
sians, Ephes. iil. 14—19.—VI. State of the 
Saints above contrasted with their former 
Condition below, Rev. vii. 9—17.—VII, 
The great Mystery of Godliness, 1 Tim. 
ii, 14—16.—VII1. On the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, Matt. xxviii. 19 —IX How Abra- 
ham saw the Day of Christ; and in what 
Manner the Types in the Gld Testament 
referred to Clivist, John vil. 56—X. Dif- 
ference between the Patriarchal, Jewish, 
and Christian Dispensations, Luke x. 23 — 
XJ. On the Communion of Saints, 1 John 
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i, 3.—X11. On Communion with the An- 
gels, Heb. xii. 22 —XIII. On the Effect of 
seeing God as he is, 1 John itt. 2—XIV. 
Undue Regard to Reputation a Source of 
Unbelief, John v. 44.—XV. On the Causes 
Of Unthankfulness, Rom. i. 21.—ZX VI. 

The Tares and the Wheat, Matt. xiii. 28— 
$0.—X VIL. Indecision in Relizion, 1 t ‘ees 
xiii. 21.—X VII. Fall and Punishment of 
David iliustrated, 2 Sam. xil. 7.—XiN. On 
the gradual Progress of Evil, James iii. 3. 
—XX. The Nature and Vaiue of Human 
Life, Psal. Ixxxix. 47.—XX1. The Clirts- 
tian’s State of Pilgrimage on Earth, Heb. 


xi, 13.—X XI. On Fasting, 2 Chron. xx. 5.” 


The Sermons in the Second Vo- 
lume are— 


“‘T, On the Condescension and Goodness 
of God to Man, trom Psal. viii 4.—II. Ja- 
eob and Esau, Gea xxvii. 39.—tibh On Di- 
vine Grace and Human Agency, Piil i 
12, 13.—iV. The Ha;piness of Heaven, 
Rev. xxi S—5.—V. Vhe Nature and Cha- 
racter of Joho the Baptist’s Office and 
Preaching, as compared with those of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Matt xi. 7—15.— 
Vil On the Nature and Ead of Life, James 
iv. 14.—Vil. Deficiency of the Righteous. 
ness of the Scmbes and Paarisces, Matt. v. 
20 —VIII. Comparison of the Jewish anc 
Christian Dispensations, Heb. xi 4 
IX. On the Way of Acceptance with God, 
John xiv. 6.—X. Gn Instability in Relizion 
Gen. xlix.4.—XI. The Kuowlcdge of Sin 
necessary to Repentance, 1 John in. 4— 
“HT, The Measons why Men do not come 


to Christ, John v. 40.—2Z011. On the Pro- 


* Efects of the Hope of Heaven, 2 Peter 
uit, 12—X1V. Godhness profitable for all 

things. H Th n. iv, Oa XV. VWvetness for 
Heaven, wherein it consists, Coloss. i 12— 
16 _XVI WWaiki nein the Spirit, the Pr 


servative from the Lusts of the Fiesh, Gal. 
v. 1J6—XVII. Regard to God, the great 
Preservative from Sin, Gen. xxxix. ix — 
XVilL. The Work of Christ, Luke iv. 18, 
19 —ZA1K rhe Duty ot Glorifs ing God, 
1 Cor. x. 31—XX Proofs and Reasons of 
the Suflerings of the Son of — Isa. lit. 
=—-§.XXi On the Peace ar sing from 
Trust in ig Isa xxvii. G—ZXI. On 
Bearing the : oe s, and following Clirist, 
Luke xiv. 27 —ZXZI1F1. How to use the 
World SO aS fon to abuse it, i Cor. Vii. 29 
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[ Jan, 


from the doctrinal sermons: one of 
which meets us appropriately in the 
second, on Preaching the Gospel ; 
the first and most wate subject of 
consideration to the Christian minis- 
ter. in resolving this question, a 
ery clear statement of Gospel-truth 
is propounded ; after which the fol- 
lowing negative series of illustrations 
is offered, which we shali give entire. 


**T shall proceed to shew what it is net 
to preach the Gospel. 


“We do not ‘preach tiie Gospel,’ if we 
represent Man as in a state different from 
that which the Gospel supposes. If we do 
not describe him as fallen and corrupt; if 
we do not speak of him as yielding to the 
power of sin, and therefore obnoxious to 
the just displeasure of aholy God; we give 
afalse view of the subject; such a view, 
indeed, as wholly supersedes the grace of 
the Gospel. 


‘Again: If, allowing the corrupt state 
of the human race, we assert that there is 
sufficient power in man to restore himself 
by his own exertions, without referring him 
to the grace and pow erof God; we do not 
‘preach the Gospel” This is to render the 
iti its De influences of the Holy Spirit 
The angry ap of old did 
for they pointed 
out no wher’ means of uae man than 
the wisdom of his own reasonings, and the 
energy of his own exertions. 


unnecessary 


‘¢ Further: 
any righteous acts which man can perform, 


as to sup P ose them sufficient to counter- 
balance Be iS trans eTessions, and to render 
him acceptabie in the sight of God; we do 
not * prea h the Gospel ’ tor thus also we 
make the cross cf Christ of none effect. 
This was the error of the Jews: they had 
a zeal for God, but not according to know- 
ledge; for being ‘ignorant of God’s righ- 
teousness, and voing about to establish 
their own rigiiteousness, they did not sub- 
mit to the righteou: sness of God.’ 


“Acain: If we represent Christ as only 
an example to mat:kind, and not as making 
atonement by his blood for sin; as being a 
mere man, and not asthe ‘only * begotten 
Son of God,’ who came dewn from heaven 
to become our Redeemer; we do. not 
‘preach the Gospel.’ For ‘great is the mys- 
tery of godliness’=that is, of the Gospel— 
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‘God was manifest in the flesh, seen of 


angels, received up into glory.’ 


“In like manner, if we do not insist that 
the great end of Christ’s coming in the 
flesh was to purchase to himself a holy peo- 
ole who should be zealous of good works, 
to enable them to eonape ¢ the corruptions 


of the world, and make them partakers of 


Divine nature; we do net ‘preach the 
Gospel :? for we overlook the very design 
of Christ in coming upon earth. 


“In a word, if we represent man as in 
no need of a Saviour, or if we ascribe to 
him the ability to deliver himself; if we 
leave Christ out of our view, or substitute 
any thing in the place of his meritorious 
death, perfect righteou: ness, and pre vailing 
intercession ; or if we do not insist on the 
necessity of the sanctifying influence of the 
Spirit ; we evide nly do not preach the Gos- 
pel; we do not gk wrify Christ, or exalt bis 


Spirit as we ought; we give false views of 


and therefore failin right- 
Veil. i. pp. 
a 


the state of man. 
lv preparing him for eternity.” 


af) 4 
19—21, 


In Sermon IV. “on Good Works, 
delicate task is undertaken of 
reconciling St. James’s second chup- 
er with the Epistics ef St. Paul. 
The discussion is very impartial, 
and, after Mr. Venn’s usual method 
of exposition, takes a wide view ol 
the whole chapter; and, we think, 
clears with admirable skill the doc- 
trine of justification by faith from 
the difficulties arising from a partial 
view of this passage. The tollow- 
ing remark on the 17th verse much 
struck us :— 


39 


} 


“You do not condemn the 
Uhristian love, because a pretender to it 
will suffer his brother to starve; but vou 
justly condemn the man, and deny that he 
nossesses this love. Even so, when a man 
‘suys he has faith,’ but has no works to 
demonstrate it; you would not condemn 
faith, but this pretender to faith, and re- 
prove him by saying, that © faith without 
works is dead.’ ? Vol. 1. p. 57. 


qua 


The next two paragraphs we must 
awn, are not quite so clear, 
** We now come to the eighteenth verse. 


Yea, aman’ (an oppeser of the Christian 
uth, asa Jew, for tance) ‘mav sav’ to 


‘ 


° 


ality of 
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such an empty pretender to faith, Thou 
beastest ‘that thou hast faith, and I have 
works; shew me thy faith’? (to which thou 
pretendest) ‘without thy works,’ if thou 
art able. For my part, I will prove the su- 
periority of that faith which thou despi- 
sest; because ‘1 will shew thee my faith 
by iy works.’ 


«Thou believest that there is one God. 
Thou (in this) dost well ;? but if this faith 
has no influence upon thy conduct, what 
is it more than ‘the devils’? possess? * The 
devils believe’ in the power of God, and 
their faith has some influence upon them ; ; 
for ‘they tremble” Can thy mretended 
faith, which has less influence on thee than 
even that of the devils, save thee 7?” Vol. 1. 
pp. 97, 58. 


We cannot but apprehend some 
error to have crept into this pas- 
sage, Which makes the first para- 
eraph wholly unintelligible to us. 
The obscurity arises from no notice 
being given how far the objection of 
the **opposer” goes, or where the 
Apostle resumes. With the excep. 
tion of this passage, we think the 
whol c a luminous, convincing, and 
hichly useful and important discus- 
a of this much-controverted text 
of St. James 


“ What, then,” he argues, ‘is the me 
of St. James? In producing this example 
of Abraham, did he wish to contradict the 
Old Testament ;—to contradict it also in 
that part which was used as an important 
bulwark of the Christian Church ? Did he 
mean to assert, in contradiction to Moses, 
that Abraham was not iustified by faith, 
but by his works? If he did, why quote 
the very Seripture which makes against 

why speak of its being fulfilled, 
but upon the supposition that the object of 
the Anostle, in the preceding verses, is 
what IT have shewn it to be? There he 
quotes the example of Abraham, as a case 
fuil im point, to strengthen the assertion 
just made, that a faith not productive of 
works 1s useless or dead, 
will not justly. On this 
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fice his child to God ? Was he, therefore, 
justified, by a fruitless faith? Or by a faith 
which produced works? ‘*Seest thou not 
how his faith wrought by his works,’ con- 
straining him to produce them; and that 
thus his faith was completed, was rendered 
perfect, by his works? Thus the Scripture 
was folfilled which said, * Abraham be- 
lieved in God, and his faith was imputed to 
him for righteousness ;?---and thus, on ac- 
count of his faith, so manifested by works, 
he was called ‘ the friend of God.’ Vol. i. 
pp. 59, 60. 


Sermons VII. and VIIT. contain 
admirable discussions of the great 
Mystery of Godliness, and the Tri- 
nity; as Sermons IX. and X. do of 
“the Types of the Old Testament,’ 
and **the Patriarchal, Jewish, and 
Christian Dispensations.’? His mode 
of treating the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity reminds us much of the admi- 
rable sermon of Dean Swift’s, on that 
subject ; which, however, we pre- 
sume to think, it surpasses In me- 
thod and fulness, as well as felicity 
of iJustration. In simplicity of style 
and clearness, as well as prudence 
in developing the most mysterious 
of doctrines, we are only willing to 
place them on the same level. 

In his discussions of the different 
dispensations, we clearly see the 
hand of a master. He had intimate- 
ly studied them, and he descends to 
the very foundations of those Divine 
systems, with every light which rea- 
son or revelation affords for their 
inspection. Like the man seen by 
the prophet in vision, he seems to 
have measured the “ height” and 
the * breadth,” the “ parts,’ the 
“chambers,” the very “ornaments” 
of the temple. We should willingly 
vive extracts, butforbear. ‘T Nedunee 
ple will scarcely bear division: It 
must be viewed as a whole.—QOur 
author’s deep scquaintance with the 
Jewish enconomy, has led to a very 
ingenious, and to us new, exposition, 
in the first of these tour sermons, 
viz. on the Mystery of Godliness. 
tie considers the passage in 1 Tim. 


li. 14—16. to contain a lengthened, 
though obscure, ailusion to the Jew- 
ish dispensation. This idea, My, 
Venn observes, 


** having thus taken possession of the mind 
of the Apostle, he continues, in his usual 
manner, to dwell upon it; instituting a 
comparison or analogy between the pre- 
sence of God formerly displayed, and the 
presence of Christ as vouchsafed to the 
Christian Church. In this parallel, how- 
ever, from the usual rapidity of his ideas 
and conciseness of his manner, he leaves 
the points of resemblance to be in part 
supplied by the reader. Contemplating the 
similarity of the type and the antitype, he 
observes, * and great, without controversy, 

is the mystery of godliness,’ or of the Ch ris. 
tian dispensation. The mystery of the ap- 
pearance of God in the pillar and cloud to 
the Jews, was confessedly great; but, says 
the Apostle, the mystery of his being mani- 
fested in the flesh, is without doubt great 
also.---If, in the wilderness, God was ° jus- 
tified,’ or his divine presence and his truth 
were ‘vindicated, by miraculous signs; 80, 
in the Christian church, Christ was ‘ justi- 

hed,’ or the truth and authority of his pre- 

tensions vindicated by the miraculous ope- 

rations of the Spirit.---If, in the wilderness, 
the Divine presence was beheld by ‘angels,’ 


who, on Sinai, attended the delivery of the ] 


Law, and who were represented as stoop- 
ing over the ark, ‘desiring to look into’ the 
things shadowed out by it; thus, in the 
new dispensation, Christ was the object of 
wonder and adoration to angels: he was 
seen by a § multitude of the heavenly host,’ 
as he lay at his birth ina manger; he was 
‘seen of angels,’ when he was tempted ir 
the wilderness; he was ‘seen of angels,’ 
whilst in agony in the garden of Gethse- 
mane; he was ‘seen of angels,’ while lying 
in the sepulchre, and when he rose from 
the dead and ascended into. heaven,---In 
the wilderness, God delivered the Law to 
the Jews alone; but Christ ‘preached’ his 
Gospel to the Jew and Gentile also.---In 
the wilderness, only one nation § believed’ 
in God, and even they continually gave way 
to unbelicf; but the Gospel of Christ was 
preached throughout the world, and 
throughout the world was his name hon- 
oured.---In the wilderness, the cloud, the 
visible symbol of the Divine presence, 
often mounted up towards heaven, the seat 
of the Most High; and, in like manner, 
Christ proved his intercourse with Ileaven, 
by being, in the presence of many wit- 
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nesses, ‘received up into glory,’ 
pP- 105, 106. 


In the Second Volume, under the 
head of doctrine and doctrinal expo- 
sition, we shall confine ourselves to 
the mention of a most important ser- 
mon, the third, “ on Divine Grace 
and Human Agency,” and the ninth, 
eighteenth, and twentieth, on what 
may be truly called ‘* the Doctrine 
of Christ.” In this sermon, which 
is from Phil. ii. 12, 18. * Work out 
your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for itis God which work- 
eth in you, Mr. V. does not 
Jabour so much to establish any par- 
ticular views of doctrine founded on 
that text, as he does to shew tbe 
clearness with which the two con- 
tending doctrines of grace and ‘irce 
agency are revealed in Scripture. 
“ Without aiming to shew, that they 
do not ciash, or to explain the precise 
way In which they are to be recon- 
ciled,”’ he justly observes, “the sacred 
writers assert both,,...In like manner 
will every truly humble Christian, 
Who acts rather than disp yutes, unlie 
in his practice these two “doctrines.” 


“If either doctcine had been revealed in 
Scripture without the other, it is evident 
there would have been a set of duties on 
the part of man in some measure different 
from what are now required of him. If 
God, for instance, had merely proclaimed 
his own grace with out issuing any com- 

mands to mankind, it would have been our 
duty to have used no efforts: our case 
would then have resembled that of the 
Israelites upon the banks of the Red Sea, 
when the injunction given to them was ;— 
‘ Fear ye not: stand still, and see the sal- 
vation of the Lord, which he will shew 
vou this day; for the Zgyptians whom ye 
have seen to-day, ye shall see them again 
no more for ever. The Lord shall fight 
for you, and ye shall hold your peace.’--- 
If, again, practical exhortations had been 
issued without any revelation of the grace 
of God, it would have been our duty to 
encourage ourselves to exertion with such 

argumen ts, us the Philistines used when 
the ark of God was brought into the camp 
of Israel. ¢ And the “Philistines were 
fi Aud thev said, Wounto us! whe 


afraid. 
Chriet Obsery, No. 157. 
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shall deliver us out of the hand of these 
mighty Gods? Be strong, and quit your- 
selves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye 
be not servants to the Hebrews as they 
have been to you. Quit yourselves like 
men, and fight. But, on the other hand--- 
unite tbe two doctrines, and the senti- 
ments and feelings of a Christian become 
like those of Hezekiah, when he gathered 
the captains of war together, and ¢ spake 
comfortably to them, saying; Be strong 
and courageous : be not afraid nor dis- 
mayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all 
the multitude that is with him; for there 
are more with us than with him: with him 
is an arm of flesh, but with as is the Lord 
our God, to help us aad to fight our bat- 
thes.” Vol. ii, pp. 33---55 


After this he observes, with much 
depth of thought, that ‘Sif either 
coctrine be removed, not only the 
duties and graces are injured result- 
ing from that, .but those also which 
appear wholly derived from the 
other.’ The sermon is then devoted 
to shew how the doctrine of the 
erace of God tends to quicken, to 
direct, to humble us, to influence our 
gratitude and encourage our exer- 
tions in the path of life. On this last 
topic he observes: 


When a person begins in sincerity to 
serve God, he will dwell chiefly upon the 
duties and powers of man; but when he 
has had much experience of his own heart, 
he will fix his attention and rest his hopes 
upon the grace of God Novelty, terror, 
and hope, may combine, for a time, to 
make him earnest ‘ to work out his salva- 
tion;’? but soon these will cease to affect 
the mind. ‘Then the only resource (but, 
blessed be God, it is both a sure and abid- 
ing resource) is in the grace of God, 
Here is the encouragement of a Christian, 
We labour, not from any high opinion of 
our own powers, but because we trust in 
that God who inspires us with desire, and 
whose grace and goodness are immeasura- 
bly great, and who has promised not to for- 
sake those who callupon him —Thus, with 
the Psalmist, when the Lord says, * Seek 
ye my face,’ our hearts reply, * Thy face, 
Lord, will we seek.’ ” Vol. ii. p. 43. 


From the three sermons above- 
mentioned, one on the Mediation of 
Christ. from John xiv. 6; the other 
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on the Work of Christ, from Luke 
iv. 18,19; the third, on his Suffer- 
ings, from Isa, lili. S—6, it would be 
difficult indeed to extract any one 
series of remark, or forcible appeal, 
which should convey even a distant 
idea of the originality, correctness, or 
feeling, with which our author has 
treated the grand foundations of our 
most holy faith. We do not remem- 
ber ever to have secn the harmony 
of Scripture upon these great topics 
explained with so much clearness, 
beauty, and strength. The great- 
ness of the work corresponding with 
the magnificence of the worker, the 
holiness of God, the sinfulness of 
man, the lofty and complicated cha- 
racter of that great Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus, are all so pointed out and 
exhibited in their different bearings 
upon each other, and their harmo- 
nious tendency to one great result, 
that it would be vain for us to attempt 
to separate that which is so beau- 
ufully blended, or reduce that which 
is already so well digested, and so 
closely compacted. We select, al- 
most at hazard, the following extract 
from Sermon IX, 


‘© If, then, man is represented through- 
out the Scripture as very corrupt; and if 
the purity and holiness of God are always 
described to be, like his other attributes, 
infinitely good and great; these represen- 
tations are closely connected with those 
passages of Holy Writ which speak of the 
necessity of a Mediator. They intimate a 
total separation beiween God and man; 
they shew the impossibility of an union 
between them; they manifest the propriety 
of some expedient to reconcile them to 
each other, something which shall render it 
consistent with the holiness and purity of 
f5;0d to permit the approach of man, some- 
thing which shall prepare man to approach 
his God, Thus there is one consistent 
system throughout religion. Allit teaches 
concerning God manifests his holiness ; all 
it relatcs concerning man manifests his un- 
htness to stand in the presence of God. A 
Mediator, therefore, is prepared; one of 
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infinite dignity---no less than the only be. 
gotten Son of God. He comes into the 
world, which was created by his power, 
Ife appears made, in all points, like unto 
man, sin only excepted. He thus becomes 
intimately related to the human race: yet 
he retains all his dignity and all his holi- 
ness, as a Divine Person; and is therefore 
worthy to intercede with the Father. In 
this characier he stands, as it were, be- 
tween the dead and the living, between 
sinful men and a holy God. He offers up 
his own life as an atonement for the sins of 
the world: he is invested with the charac- 
ter of the Mediator, the High Priest, the 
Intercessor, the Advocate of the human 
race: the keys of hell and death are put 
into his hands: he openeth, and no man 
shutteth; he shutteth, and no man open- 
eth: the Father hath committed all judg- 
ment to him; and pardon and eternal life 
are dispensed through him, according to 
his will. Thus we may perceive an intt- 
mate connection in every part of the sys- 
tem. ‘The account given us of the charac- 
ter of God and of that of man, plainly 
evinces the necessity of a Mediator; while 
the view which is communicated of Christ 
Jesus, of his office and character, reflects 
tresh light on the nature both of God and 
man. From our knowledge of God and 
man, we might easily expect some such 
expedient as that of a Mediator and Re- 
deemer to have been adopted. From the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, we are con- 
firmed in our view of the holiness of God 
and the sinfulness of man, and we per- 
ceive the wisdom and goodness of God in 
giving his Son to be the Saviour of man- 
kind.” Vol. ii, pp. 142---143, 


‘The contrast between those who 
are and those whoare not the objects 
of the work of Christ, is admirably 
drawn up in Sermon AVITT. 


** The poor captive confined in prison, 
cannot well be insensible to the misery of 
his condition, nor wholly unconcerned for 
his deliverance. Buta sinner, whose state 
is jusilycompared to his, may be destitute 
of all such feelings: and this is, in fact, 
the case with the generality of sinners. 
They are unconcerned about their sins. 
‘hey are not afraid of God’s judgments, 
They see little or nothing to be lamented 
in their condition. “‘Phey are not only 
‘ wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked,’ but morally dead 
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vithal: quite insensible to the misery of 
such a state. 


“ This, however, is by no means the case 
with the persons here represented. Images 
are used with respect to them, which de- 
scribe their minds as deeply touched with 
the sense of their unhappiness. They are 
jot only captives, but they are broken- 
hearted in their bondage. The good news 
of redemption is to be preached to them ; 
which would be no glad tidings to those 
who felt not the weight of their chains: 
the year of jubilee is to be proclaimed, when 
all the oppressed were set free ; which 
vould be most acceptable to those who 
were most sensible of their calamity. 


‘© And this description of the persons 
who shall be benefitted by the salvation of 
Christ is perfectly just, and corresponds 
strictly with the whole tenor of Scripture 
Vol. ii. p. 307. 


The depth and importance of the 
folowing extract from the last of 
these sermons, we think, will excuse 
our production of it, even after we 
have so long dwelt upon these doc- 
trinal views of our author. 


“If there appears any difficulty in re- 
ceiving this testimony concerning the end 
which the Saviour was to accomplish, let 
us reflect that it was a transaction entirely 
of its own kind, nothing similar to it being 
to be found, according to which we may 
measure its propriety or explain its nature. 
Let us also bear in mind, that heavenly 
subjects are not to be judged of by worldly 
ideas, or tried at the bar of human reason. 
And hence arises the difficulty of compre. 
hending those parts of Revelation which 
relate to heavenly things. From the igno- 


rance of our minds and the imperfection of 


our faculties the Revelation must necessa- 
rily be accommodated to worldly ideas. It 
must be an approximation to truth, rather 
than truth iiself. It must select some 
earthly analogy, and give an imperfect ex- 
planation of heavenly subjecis, by a re- 
ference tothe earthly subjects with which 
‘hey best admit of being compared. Thus, 
‘n speaking of the proper nature and dig- 
nity of the Saviour, and his relation to God, 
the term *Son of God’ is used; because 
the idea of a Son conveys the nearest re- 
semblance of that mysterious union, that 
ntimate connection, which subsists he 
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tween Christ and the Father. But yet the 
term is inadequate to convey to us perfect 
conceptions, The union is of an infinitely 
higher and closer nature, than earthly 
words can describe, or human imagination 
conceive. Anda great part of the errors 
of man arises from this source, that he 
judges of God by earthly ideas, and tries 

his ways by the scanty conceptions of 
Wo idly reason. Vain and foolish proceed- 

ing! Every thing relating to God, every 
thing relating to the ways of God, mocks 
all the efforts of man’s understanding. We 
cannot form a clear judgment of any one 
of bis attributes, or fully comprehend any 
of his actions, His ways are in the great 
deep, and his judgments past finding out. 
Let us, then, when we approach our pre- 
sent subject; one which treats of the very 
highest and most solemn transaction be- 
tween God aud man; one, confessedly, 
which has no paralle) by which it can be 


judged, and must therefore rest solely up- 


on its own basis ; let us divest our minds 
of alt narrow, partial, grovelling ideas de- 
rived from the earth on which we tread, 
and the poor fallen creatures by whom we 
are surrounded, and elevate our thoughts 
to the majesty of God, the sublimity of his 
attributes, and the glory of his Son. Then 
we shall see that such was the awful holi- 
ness of God, that he thought it right to 
display that holiness in the most illustrious 
manner, by making his own Son suffer 
death as an expiation for sin. Such was 
his infinite mercy that he withheld not 
from us his only Son, but gave him up to 
be the propitiation of our sins. He treats 
him as the representative of the human 


race. The Sontakes upon him their na- 
ture: he bears in his own body their sins : 
he voluntarily sufiers for their sakes :— 


and God, in accepting what he suffered, 
accepts them also; pardons, for his sake, 
their transgressions ; receives them into 
his favour, as the redeemed of his Son; and 
blesses them with infinite and eternal 
blessings, on account of their relation to 
him. With him they are raised from 
death ; through him they are translated to 
heaven. Sanctified by him, their prayers 
are heard and their imperfect repentance 
accepted. Through him all mercy, life, 
and pardon, in a word, all blessings, are 
dispensed to sinful man.” Vol. ii. pp. 
348—351. 


On the second head of extracts, 
viz. from “ practical and experi- 
mental parts of these valuable ser- 
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mons, we shall not dwell long ; partly 
because it will need no illustration 
to the most cursory reader, that the 
purest and most exalted standard of 
true scriptural faith and holiness Is 
uniformly set up; but partly also 
because, if we are to speak freely, we 
do not think that the frecudiur excel- 
lence of these sermons consists In 
that searching closeness of practical 
application, that anatomy of the 
heart, that vigorous appeal to the 
conscience and all the most operative 
passions In common-place munds, 
which we sce in some writers, whose 
habits, or whose turn of thought 
seem to have led them strongly to 
that department. We find in them 
more of Howe’s “ Biessedness of the 
Righteous,’ than we do of Baxter’s 
“Christian Directory, or Cal! to the 
Unconverted ;” more of the reasoning 
sagacity of Sherlock, than the busi- 
ness-like style of a South, a Barrow, 
a Secker. Always, however, we 
rejoice to see the grand and funda- 
mental points of the Christian life 
most Clearly Jaid down, and most 
strongly insisted upon. The reno- 
vating change, the devotedness of the 
heart to God, the true sanctification 
of the sou! under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, with the broad disiinc- 
tive linc of demarcation ** between 
him who serveth God and him who 
serveth him pot,’ are all stated and 
appealed to with perfect correctness 
and decision. As an example, we 
select out of a multitude of others 
the following energetic delineation 
of godiiness. 

** But it must be remembered, that god. 
liness is nota cold assent to the truths of 
veligion, It is not a natural softness and 
benevolence of temper; it is not the ab- 
Staining from gross sins, or the giving to 
God a part of our hearts and some vacant 
portions of our time, while the bulk of both 
is alienated from him, that will entitle us 
to the benefits which follow godliness. No: 
godliness is the entire subjection and de- 
voteaness of the soul to God himself. It 
is the practical acknowledgment of his un- 
limited sovereignty, and the unreserved 





dedication of our whole selves to his ser. 
vice. To speak in the emphatical language | 
of the Apostle, it is Christ formed in the 
heart by the powerful energy of the Holy 
Spirit; in consequence of which the person 
becomes a new creature, both with regard 
to his temper and practice : he partakes of 
a Divine nature, and those members which 
were formerly the servants of sin are now 
employed as instrumenis of righteousness 
unto God. Thisis real godliness: this ts 
whatis profitable unto all things, having 
the promise of the life that now is, as well 
as ofthat which is to come. The form of 
godliness, too often and too fatally mis- 
taken for tt, brings no just peace to the 
mind; does not implant there the love of 
God; does not correct the faulty disposi- 
tions of the heart; is of no service in the 
distressing scenes of life; and is attended 
with no good to society. From this sha- 
dow of godliness the opinions of the world 
have been too generally taken respecting 
its substance, and us eflects estimated ; 
and hence it has appeared to be so darren 
of good, and so useless to mankind, neither 
promoting their peace por their virtue, 
Let us, therefore, seek for something more 
substantial. Under the deep impression of 
the corruption of our nature, let us breathe 
after the sanctifving influences of the 
Spirit of God; and pray earnestly to obtain 
the mind which was in Christ Let us re- 
member that the kingdom of God con- 
Sists 1) righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost; and that he that serveth 
Christ in these things is acceptable to God 
aud approved of men.” Vol. il. pp. 238, 


959. 








Some admirable and highly prac- 
tical instructions occur also in the 
same volume, In the discourse on 
‘the Righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees,’’ and also on the duty 
of ** doing all tothe Glory of God ;” 
which last is handled quite in Mr. 
Venn’s manner, being introduced by 
amuost able exposition of the pre- 
ceding passage in St. Paul, in which 
the subject is discussed of eating 
things offered to idols. We must 
content ourselves also with refer. 
ring to a very practical and useful 
sermon on the ** Reasons why Men 
do not come unto Christ,’ which 
contains an admirable passage fol- 
lowing the words, ‘**It requires a 
very deep sense of the holiness of 
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God, of the sinfulness of man, and 
the awfulness of standing in judg- 
ment before the Divine Tribunal, in 
order justly to value such a Saviour 
as Jesus Christ.” Vol. ii. p. 196.— 
A variety of most useful and dis- 
criminating observations also appear 
in the First Volume, on ** The Tares 
and the Wheat,’”’ “the Causes of 
Unthankfulness,” and “the gradual 
Progress of Evil,” and some very 
forcible appeals to the conscience, 
in the sermon on “Indecision in Re- 
ligion,’’ 

‘¢The Fall and Punishment of 
David,”’ in this volume, and the cha- 
racter of * Jacob and Esau,” in the 
second, are also ably and strongly 
handled, 

On the character of Jacob, Vo- 
lume Il. Sermon II. we find some 
profound observations on ‘* prophecy 
not being our rule of conduct: and 
we are particularly pleased with the 
following remark, in the opening, 
which puts a triie though imporiant 
subject in a new light. 


“Tn many facts of history recorded by 
the sacred penman, he merely relates the 
story, Without making any comments upon 
it. ‘This simpieny of narration is peculiar 
tothe ancient historians. The practice of 
modern times is different. The historian 
iow commonly conveys his own judgment 
onthat which he records: he intersperses 
reflections: he displays himself as well as 
his subject. ‘This plainness of the ancient 
writers may be attended either by good or 
bad consequences. ‘The beneficial conse- 
quences are these, that we are led to rea 
son for ourselves, and that we are compel- 
led in so doing to increase the diligence 
and accuracy of our examination. One of 
the mischievous consequences (I speak 
particularly with respect to the sacred 
writers) is, the danger of approving the 
actions related of good men, whenever the 
historian has not marked them with a note 
of disapprobation.” Vol. ii. pp. 17, 18. 


He then remarks, that the whole 
life of Jacob became afterwards as 
instructive a lesson against fraud, as 
though the inspired penman had in- 
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scribed in the front of it, “ Behold 
here the baneful effects of fraud !” 
Our third line of selection was toem- 
brace the more devotional, spiritual, 
and sublime subjects of discourse in 
these volumes, which, as they cone 
stitute a large class, so they appear 
to have been the employment most 
congenial to our author’s mind, the 
object most sulted to his genius and 
most familiar to his thoughts. Sel- 
dom have we found a wider range 
of pieces, within so short a space, 
from which to select specimens of 
the real eloquence of feeling, the 
energy of a sanctified imagination, 
the soarings of moral sublimity. God 
and his attributes; Christ and the 
resplendent perfections of his per- 
son ; angels and their employments ; 
heaven and its choicest joys; the 
communion of saints above and be- 
low; the whole family in heaven and 
earth, with all its varied feelings and 
pursuits, hopes and interests, privi- 
Jeres in possession, and in pros- 
pect ;——these are subjects upon 
which he ever seems most delighted 
to dwell, and to have Inscribed on 
them ** It i is good for usto be here.” 
In this sacred atmosphere, his wing 
never seems to flag, bis zeal to cool, 
his soul to faint. Heaven itself 
seems to have taken full possession 
of bis mind; andin his pages, whilst 
occupied on these topics, if we may 
borrow an analogy from the purest 
earthly flame, Divine— 
Love his golden shafts employs, here lights 
His constant lamp, and waves his purple 
wings, 
Reigns here and revels. 

But we must proceed to our ex- 
tracts. In Sermon III. Volume I, 
on ‘the Glory of God,”’ from Exod. 
Xxx. 18. we havea fine description 
of the glory of the Deity, from which 
we find it difficult to select any pas- 
sage, which should convey a just 
conception of the whole portrait. 
The following sentence on the good- 
ness of God much struck us. 
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“¢ This is true glory---that the most pow- 
erful of all Beings should be the most ge- 
nerous; the most lofty, at the same time 
the most merciful; the most glorious, the 
Most condescending. No finite creature 
ever was, or can be, as long-suffering and 
merciful as God. Itis the glory of his na- 
ture to be exempt from the elements of 
those passions which tend to diminish the 
exercise of immeasurable love. ‘God is 
Jove :’ pure, unvarving love; love in its 
essence. No jealousies, norenvy, nor sel- 
fishness, nor rivalship, nor private wants, 
nor poverty of means, can ruthe his mind, 
or limit the full exercise of his love.” Vol. 


i, pp. 44, 45. 


The proof in the same sermon, 
that holiness and justice are but 
modifications of his goodness, is a 
fine specimen of the reasoning sub- 
lime. Inthe next sermon, on “the 
Prayer of St. Paul for the Ephe- 
sians,’? we have the following pas- 
sage on “the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge.” 


‘6In what particulars does it diifer from 


the most exalted human love, or from the 


still more pure and generous affection ofan 
angelic being? Lanswer—it differs essen- 
tially, But in order to comprehend it 
aright, it is necessary that we should form 
some adequate conception of the glory of 
the Son of Gow, as the abies t of adoration 
to all the hosts of heaven ;—that we should 
understand, in a degree, the periections of 
his nature ;—that we should ourselves feel 
somewhat of that ardent Jove to his Father’s 
law, which slowed within his breast ;-—that 
we should also be actuated, in a derree, by 


that inexpressible hatred of all polintion 
. . ’ , _» ? 
and sin which he felt ;—that we shouid en- 


tertain a just conception of nian, and be 
sensible how low and worthless a creature, 
in his fallen state, he is ;--that we should 
understand something of what it would 
necessarily cost to redeem the soul and to 
expiate Divine Justice. We should feel a 
portion, also, of what Jesus feit in the gar- 
cen of Gethsemane, when his sweat was, 
as it were, great drops of blood. We 
should feel something of the breadth of that 


love which extended to the covering of 


such a multitude of sins; sins of such a 
eomplicated dye; sins of the memory, the 
will, the imagination; sins of revolt against 
God, of willing service to Satan, of hatred 
ef the Almighty ; sins of backsliding and 
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treachery ; sins against the clearest light 
and knowledge. We should also enter into 
eternity; should survey the duration of 
that love, which was from everlasting to 
everlasting ; should behold the thrones of 
glory, and the eternal bliss to which that 
love will advance the redeemed. Oh! my 
brethren, how well did the Apostle ex- 
claim, it *passeth knowledge !?” Vol. i. 
pp. 78, 79. 


_ The following sermon, the sixth 
in this volume, on “the State of the 
Saints above, contrasted with their 
former Condition below,’ from Rey. 
Vil. 9-17. preached on All-saints 
day, leaves us under the same diffi- 
cuity of selection, and makes us again 
fear that the simple dignity of any 
one passage may in appearance fall 
below the majestic effect produced 
by the whole when viewed together. 
We shall give the opening passage, 
in which, if our readers should dis- 
cover any tbing bordering on the 
style of some of the admired French 
preachers, they may here learn that 
they have not been first in their idea. 


“ On this day, consecrated to devout me- 
diation on a future state and heavenly in- 
heritance—within these hallowed walls, in 
which we feebly attempt to emulate the 
worship, the feelings, and the employments 
of the blessed spirits above ;—on this festi- 
val, dedicated tothe pious commemoration 
of the saints who have slept in Christ, and 
are now with him in joy and felicity ; let 
us endeavour, my Christian brethren, by 
the help of Gad, to detach our thoughts for 
a few happy moments from the alluring 
scenes below; from the tumults, the anxi- 
eties, the troubles, the vicissitudes, the 
fears, the follies, the vanities, the corrup- 
tions, of this sinful world; and fix them, in 
devout contemplation, on that glorious 
state and that blessed assembly of which 
so delightful a picture has been just pre- 
sented tous. Itis 4 picture rendered sa- 
cred by the recollection that it describes 
the felicity of those beloved friends who 
were once cur companions and guides upon 
earth; who departed hence in Christian 
faith and hope; and to whom our souls 
yet cleave in all the union of the tenderest 
aflection. It is a picture endeared to us 
by the humble hope that it describes 
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the happiness which we ourselves shall one 
gay enjoy, when our warfare has been ac- 
complished, our labours finished, our sor- 
rows ended, and our released spirits have 
‘entered into the joy of our Lord,’ 


“© T beheld,’ says the Apostle (admitted, 
for the consolation of the church, to wit- 


| ness and record the happiness of the saints 


in heaven ;) § I beheld, and, lo! a great mul- 
(itude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the Throne, and be- 
ture the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands”—O what a dif- 
ferent scene, what a different world, sepa- 
rated only by a slight veil from that which 
we inhabit, is here exhibited to our view !— 
a world into which we may enter by a sin- 
gle step, and in a moment of time! Here 
we see a busy world, eager in vain pursuits, 
sgitated by mere trifles, contending about 
vbjects of no moment, and immersed in 
things which perish with the using. All 
is noise, and confusion, and vanity, and 
sorrow, and evil. But behold another world, 
nigh at hand, composed of different beings, 
governed by different principles; where all 
things are as substantial, as here they are 
vain; where all things are as momentous, 
as here they are frivolous ; where all things 
ire aS great, as here they ure little; where 
A things are as durable, as here they are 
transitory; where all things are as fixed, 
as here they are mutable! That world has 
also its inhabitants—so numerous, that the 
population of this world is but as a petty 
tribe compared to them. It has its em- 
ployments; but they are of the noblest 
kind and weightiest import ; and compared 
with them, the whole sum of the concerns 
of this life is but as a particle of dust. It 
has its pleasures; but they are pure and 
spotless, holy and divine. There, perfect 
happiness, and uninterrupted harmony and 
righteousness and peace, ever prevail. 
What a contrast to our present state !—And 
's this blessed scene near us? Is there but, 
asit were, astep between? May we be call- 
ed intoit ina moment? With what anxious 
solicitude, thea, should we endeavour to 
realize it! And how ardently should we 
lesire to be prepared for an admission into 
it! Vol. i. pp. 83—86. 


The happiness arising from “ num- 
ers,’ is described in a manner at 





once novel, moral, and inspiriting ; 
as also the employments of heaven, 
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being all such as to “excite new and 
continual praises to God.” —The fol- 
lowing thoughts on the nature and 
source of heavenly happiness will 
doubtless be acceptable to our rea- 
ders, 


**It will be sufficient to state, that reli- 
gion is but another word for happiness. I 
do not mean this merely in the sense in 
which, without guarding them, the words 
may be understood—viz. that the effect 
produced by religion is happiness. 1 use 
the words literally; and design to state, 
that religion itself, the act and exercise of 
it, is the purest and highest happiness.— 
It may here be necessary to rectify the 
general definition of religion. Religion is 
not merely the worship of God, or the exer- 
cise of obedience: it is the union of the 
soul with God ; the conformity of the will 
with his will; the enjoyment of communion 
with him ; and the transformation of every 
faculty of the soul to his image and like- 
ness. Religion, here, is but the faint out- 
line of this more sublime image of its 
nature ; the outward expression of what it 
ought to be, and of what it is above. Now 
happiness arises from a frame of mind har- 
monizing with the objects which surround 
us. When the soul, therefore, is moulded 
into the perfect frame of religion in its 

vost exalted state; when every affection 
and every faculty are put into perfect tune, 
and all are in unison with the Divine Source 
of all good ; there must be happiness, aris- 
ing from such a constitution, the most pure 
and perfect whici a creature can enjoy. It 
is the happiness of God himself—of God, 
the source of all happiness. It is a state 
of mind in which that necessarily gives 
pleasure which gives Him pleasure; ia 
which there is a participation of His feel- 
ings; in which the soul drinks at the Foun- 
tuin Head of all enjoyment; in which the 
bliss of the Almighty becomes the bliss of 
his creatures. Thus religion and happi- 
ness are convertible terms. They are, in 
fact, one and the same thing : and it is not 
more impossible tiat God should be unhap- 
py, than that his devout servants, dwelling 
hear his throne, and ‘serving him day and 
night in his temple,’ should taste of mise- 
ry.” Vol.i. pp. 95-95. 


In the second Volume, we find 
two sermons nearly on the same sub- 
one on ** the Hanpiness of 


ect 
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Heaven,”’ from Rev. xxi. S—5,3 the 


other, on “the proper Effects of the 
Hope of Heaven,’”’ 2 Pet. iti. 12, 


We give the following specimen, 
from the former sermon, of the 
eloquence and general command of 
thougbi, and language possessed by 
our author, 


“There will the mind be continually 
astonished, delighted, and elevated by 
proofs of wudom, not obscure, or sparing, 
or finite, but clear, and manifest, and 
boundless. There, too, the hadinns ss and 
purity of the Divine Nature will beam forth 
in rays of lustre; not such, indeed, as will 
dazzle the bel dew but rather such as will 
iMuminate bim with their splendour, and 
transturm him into the same celestial 
‘image trom glory to glory”? There will 


be ex ubited the most stupendous acts of 
| 


Divine power. There also will be poured 
forth, ice richest profusion and variety, 
and the most exquisi'e perfection, the trea- 
sures of Divine goodness. And there will 
the /ove of the Fatuer and of Jesus Christ, 
his only begotten Son, shine in its fullest 
effulyence. 


* Thus God ‘dwells’ 
boundless manifestation of every thing 
grea‘, and glorious, and good. Upon this 
earth, indeed, we see on every side some 
proots of infinite wisdom, power, and good- 
ness; the mech variety of plants, adurned 
with all the vividness of colour and ele -Fance 
of form ; the magnitude of the heavenly 
bodies, the skill of their arrangement, and 
the swiftness of their motions ; the exqui- 
site conformation of the body, and the ad- 
mirable and diversified powers of the mind ; 
—ail these proclaim the presence and the 
fiand of a Master, whose wisdom must be 
infinite and power uncontroilable. But 
these no otherwise apprize us of the skill 
of the great Architect than the broken 
cloumns, the disjointed arches, and the 
mouldering capitals of some fine ruined 
edifice convey tous an adequate idea of the 
beauty and grandeur of the original build- 
ine. We live here in the ruins of a world, 
once indeed fair and glorious, but now for- 
saken by its great Master, and suffered to 
tall into decay; and the traces which we 
meet with of greatness and splendour are 
comparative ly few and mean. Here every 
thing is mingled with imperfection. Light 
's obscured by darkness ; truth is tnter- 


in heaven by the 


Review of Venn’s Posthumous Sermons. 


| Jan, 


mingled with error, good with evil ; pleasure 
is alloved by pain ; health is interrupted by 
sickness ; and every enjoyment is transi. 
tory and uncertain. His wisdom and power 
are here displayed upon objects of compa. 
ratively little worth. The leat of a weed 
may discover wonderful skill; the shell of 
a contemptible fish may display the richest 
colouring; the body of the vilest of men 
may shew astonishing contrivance ; yet all 
these things are, as it were, the rough 
sketches of Infinite Wisdom : they are in. 
tended only fora moment; they will soon 
be burnt up as thines of no value. We 
have yet to learn what is the fulness of 
the Divine wisdem and goodness.” Vol. 
i. pp. 50—52. 


Two Sermons, the XI. and XII. 
in the First Volume, one on ‘the 
Communion of Saints,’’ the other on 
“our Communion with the Angels,’ 
much struck us. They imply a fa. 
miliarity with the spiritual world both 
present and to come, which we deem 
arare and most blessed attainment 
“Phe family of God’? is thus rapid. 
ly and graphically sketched in the 
first sermon :— 


“Tt is necessary that we consider that 
family in its whole extent. It is not con- 
fined to the small circle of holy persons 
worshipping together upon carth. These 
comprise but averysmall part. The whole 
who are thus united in Christ form an as- 
sembly, whose worth no tongue can de- 
scribe, and whose number no man can com- 
pute. They are a vast body, composed 

sat only of private Christians, and of mi- 
nisters now dwelling together upon earth, 
» 1 of all those faithful wate ae of Christ 

who have ever lived upon it. Contessors 
and martyrs, prophets and apostles, priests 
and patriarchs, saints militant below, and 
spirits triumphant and made periect above. 
All these make but ene family. They are 
distinct branches of it, severed, for a little 
while, by time and space ; but not separated 
by nature, 


‘The family is to be considered as 
still more ample than this. The angels 
of heaven, who are subject to Christ, 
and emploved by him as ministering spirits 
to the heirs of salvation, may be justly 
considered as comprising a part of it; for 
they worship the same Lord, they are 
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engaged in the same pursuits, and therefore 


the Apostle speaks of them as branches 
of the same family living under the same 
Head. 


‘* Such is the family of God; into which 
Christ has introduced us, giving to all who 
are in him, access by ‘one spirit unto the 
Father.” Over this family the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit preside; each of them 
in their several offices holding communion 
with the members, and the members with 
them.” Vol. i. pp. 179—181. 


Our communion with these seve- 
ral branches of “the family” is 
then most fully and ably described. 
“ Happy, indeed, art thou,” he feel- 
ingly concludes, and we can have no 
doubt it was a happiness which he 
warmly felt himself at the moment ; 


** Happy, indeed, art thou, if thou canst 
Say, ‘ My delight is with the saints that are 
upon the earth, and with such as excel in 
virtue :? My communion is with the Father 
of Spirits, and with his Son Jesus Christ my 
Redeemer, and with the angels above. I 
am also joined with the whole church of 
the faithful below; I am occupied in the 
same work, I possess the same comforts, I 
am warmed with the same love. I feel a 
brother’s sympathy with the members of 
Christ. My soul unites itself toetthem when 
I approach the Throne of Grace, and my 
heart burns within me while L converse 
with them upon the things of God.—My 
‘brethrep in Christ,’ such will be our feel- 
ings if we are actuated by the Spirit of 
God.” Vol. i. pp. 189, 190. 


The following sermon, on “our 
Communion with Angels,’’ we think 
still more ingenious and exquisitely 
fraught with azgedic sentiments. He 
considers the “innumerable compa- 
ny of angels” as become, through 
grace, our friends, our ministering 
Spirits, our examples, our eternal as- 
sociates. Under these heads he beau- 
tifully classes almost all the appear- 
ances and, indeed, nearly every men- 
tion of the angelic host in Scripture, 
as instruments of mercy or patterns 
of purity to man. 

An awful thought concludes the 
sermon. ‘* Godand Satan divide the 

Chrost. Observ. No. 157, 
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world. Each has his angels subor- 
dinate tohim.”” The application to 
the conscience of the wicked is at 
once obvious and appalling. 


“‘ Thou who endeavourest to subvert the 
government of God, and to loosen the grasp 
which the obligations of his truth have upon 
the mind; thou who tramplest upon his 
laws; thou who slightest the ordinances of 
his grace, the worship of God, and the 
word of God ;—is it not evident to whom 
thou artunited?) Art thou not doing the 
work of devils? Art thou not already as- 
sociated with them? Art thou not ‘ trea- 
suring up for thyself wrath against the day 
of wrath ? Oh, let me conjure you to pause, 
to consider, to repent! Even for you there 
ishope. Behold the glorious company of 
angels. They desire to receive you: they 
stretch forth their hands to you. In their 
holy zeal to reclaim the wicked and to en- 
large their blessed society, they carry the 
everlasting Gospel to all nations. Will 
you renounce them, to have fellowship with 
devils? Oh! turn to God, that you may be 
added to this innumerable company.” Vol 
1, p. 208, 


We scarcely know where to close 
our extracts. The very next ser- 
mon which meets us in this first 
volume ison “the Effect of seeing 
God as he is,” from 1 John iil, 2. 
We find ourselves surrounded by 
fresh beams of celestial light, and 
attracted by new features of Divine 
beauty. 


“ Here we are illuminated by the light 
of the sun; but the Lord God himself will 


.be the Sun of that place, and his rays will 


fill every part with glory, as he originally 
did the temple, when the priests could not 
stand before its dazzling lustre. We 
shall, therefore, see and feel, that ‘in him 
we live, and move, and have our being’ 
We shall rejoice in bis presence, and in his 
light we shall see light. But this con- 
spicuous revelation of the presence and 
glory of God, will particularly be display- 
ed in Jesus Christ. In him the perfection 
and glory of the invisible God are embo- 
died and rendered visible to man. He is 
his beloved Son, ‘the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person ,” 
and so full and perfect is his identity with 
the Father, that, according to his ewn re- 
fa 
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presentation, he that hath seen the Son hath 
seen the Father also. The Son was the 
visible display of the Father’s glory, even 
in this world.’ Vol. i. pp. 220, 221. 


And again : 


“ The analogy of the present state of ex- 
istence demonstrates, that in all example, 
whether good or evil, there is an assimilat- 
ing dcies ; and there can be no doubt, if 
we extend the analogy sull further, if we 
were condemned to dwell in the regions of 
outer darkness with Satan and the infernal 
Spirits, exposed to the view of perpetual 
malignity and deceit, we too should become 
malignant and deceitful. Assailed with 
rave and execration, our passions tvo would 
be kind!ed ; and where we were hated, we 
should soon learn te hate in our turn.— 
But not to pursue further this awful con- 
trast, let us suppose ourselves placed in 
those blessed regions, where the mercy and 
love of God shall surround us on every side 
with inexhaustible profusion. In those re- 
gions of eternal tranquillity, should not our 
souls possess an unruffled calm? Seeing 
nothing on every side but happiness, could 
we failto be happy? Or could we behold 
the triumpa of eternal love, without loving 
also in return? Where all were endeavour. 
ing to imcrease our happiness, wo we not 
our hearts surely burn with a general glow 
of gratitude? Where all were wise, pe ould 
we not learn wisdom? Where the beauty 
of holiness was every where diffused, could 
we be otherwise than holy?) Thus there 
will necessarily be a general tendency in 


heaven towards a continual increase of 


peace, happiness, love, wisdom, and _ holi- 
ness. Christ will communicate to all his 
servants, and they to each other, every 
good. Out of his fulness shall we receive 
even grace for grace imparted to us. And, 
in reference to this assimilating influence, 
we are told, that even our bodics shall be 


made to resemble the glorified body of 


Christ. ‘We look for the Saviour the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
— his glorious body, according to the 
work ae wiereby he 1s able to subdue all 
things unto himself,’ or to assimilate all 
things to himself. Thus ‘we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 
Vol i. pp. 223—225. 


It will easily be seen, by a refer- 
ence to the table of contents, that 


our resources are by no means ex- 
hausied by this multituee of extracts ; 
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though we fear it may be otherwise 
with the time, not the patience, of 
our readers. We shall conclude, 
therefore, this series by one more 
quotation from a sermon in the Se- 
cond Volume, on Peace arising 
from Trust in God,’’ that our readers 
may realize the same God below 
who has been described in the re- 
gions above ; may behold him beam- 
ing with a softer radiance on the yet 
frail, imperfect, militant saint on 
earth; and may understand some- 
thing of that peace which, in our au- 
thor’s view, may even here 


Be the lot of the mind 
Which seeks it in meekness anc love ; 
Whilst rapture and bliss are confined 
To the glorified spirits above. 


**Itis plain the man who trusts in God 
will be kept in perfect peace ; for what can 
disturb him? Can any troubles assail him, 
which the Lord has not appointed, or un- 
der which he cannot support him? It may 
be justly observed, that the contemplation 
of Gad’s greatness tends to level the iné- 
qualities of all finite things. The distine- 
tion of great and little vanishes, when the 
immensity of his nature and attributes is 
before us. And thus, while we contem- 
plate him, dnd stay our souls upon him for 
support, the trials to which we may be ex- 
posed appear, in this view, to be all on an 
exact equality. There is not one which we 
can select and say, it will be too hard for us 
in his strength. Nor, on the other hand, 
is there one blessing which he has allowed 
us to hope for, of which we can even ima- 
gine that it is too much to expect from 
him. Any thing is too much to be expected, 
while we look at ourselves: nothing, while 
we look to God through Christ. The faith, 
therefore, of a Christian may overlook all 
distinctions, and rest its dependence on 
almighty power, on inexhaustible boun- 
ty, on infinite goodness, on immeasura- 
ble Jove. What peace must not this 
convey to the soul! What a contrast to 
that freiting anxiety of the mind, when 
itis ever im dread of approaching evils; 
when it shrinks in vain from them, and 
looks round in vain to escape them; 
when it builds what hope it has upon 
the sand, ond finds the edifice contin- 
ually tottering to its base; when it has 
nothing nothing unchangeable, 
nothing out of the reach of storms and 
tempests on which it can repose; ne 
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delightful acquiescence in the dispensations 

of a wise and gracious Providence ; no 
cheering views of the goodness and mercy 
that surround us ; no resting place upon the 
bosom of a Father’s love. Wretched, in- 
deed, is the state of such a mind! It 
is, like the bark which has lost its anchors 
and its helm, the sport of changing winds 
and waves ; tossed here and there on a vast 
and trackless ocean, yet never xpproaching 
the haven it desires :--ewhile he who firmly 
trusts in God, is like one sitting securely 
on the summit of a rock, where he beholds 
unmoved the swetling of the billows and 
the fury of the tempest which rages at his 
feet in vain.” Vol. ii. pp. 374-376. 


We conclude with a very few ge- 
neral remarks, first addressed to the 
Editors of these sermons, and then 
respecting their lamented author. 
The Editors we sincerely thank for 
the task which they have so kindly 
undertaken and-so well fulfilled, of 
gratifying and instructing the public 
with these sermons; and we cannot 
but indulge a wish that this publi- 


cation might only be the earnest of 


some plan even larger and more 
comprehensive. Some inequalities 
and inaccuracies of style doubtless 
appear in the present work, sufficient 
to convince us that much labour and 
care may be necessary to prepare for 
the press sermons never written for 
publication, and perhaps more inac- 
curate than tiose which have been 
now corrected, But we think much 
should be undertaken, even as a 
duty, where the profit of mankind is 
at stake: and sermons ijike the pre- 
sent, so well calculated for general 
perusal ; so strictly according to the 
unearthly spirit of Christ’s religion, 
and yet so measured and judicious ; 
in a word, so instructive, yet so tak- 
ing; we think should by no means, 
on any princ ciple, “ be hid from the 
great congregation.” It is obvious 
that a large void is still left in the 
present publication. Many of the 
most important doctrines of Chris- 


iianity remain to be discussed. Much 
on practical subjects, and many 
valuable developments of church 
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principles, must have occurred in 
the course of so long and judicious 
a ministry as that of Mr. Venn, 
which on the authority of such a 
name will command a more than 
ordipary degree of respect and of 
usefuiness.* We quit a solemn 
duty in making these observations, 
which we cannot help feeling a con- 
viction will be justified by the re- 
ception we anticipate for the present 
yoiumes. 

But we cannot conclude also with- 
out crecting some feeble monument 
of respect to the Author of these ex- 
cellent sermons, and * discharging” 

pleasing though “empty office,” 
whilst we trace for a few moments 
the lineaments apparent in them of 
a mind we are sure not now lost 
to existence, but only removed from 
a lower stage of it to another more 
suited to its feelings and devout as- 
pirations. 

We observe, then, in these ser- 
mons, the traces, 1. of an amiable 
mind.—Feeling for the wants and 
frailties of his fellow-men, the Au- 
thor never seems to lose sight of 
that happiness to which he is inviting 
them when calling them to religion : 
he strives to make them holy, that 
he may make them happy; and ap- 
pears to “ long after them all in the 
bowels of Jesus Christ.’ We do 
not know whether this feeling to- 
wards his flock may in any degree 
have deprived his ordinary style of 
preaching of that closeness and 
pointeduess of application which tend 
to alarm rather than console, and 
even (o harrow up the soil which it 
is intended to sow. If so, his leni- 
ence would doubtless be a fault : for 
the most affectionate should also be 
occasionally the most severe. Often, 
however, it is the property of minds 
so finely constructed as Mr, Venn’s, 
and we muy add nursed in the lap 
of religious parentage, and carly 


* Weunderstandthat Mr. Venn has Ieft 
twelve liindred sermons behind him, 
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turned to God, not to conceive so 
strongly as others of the active crime 
at work In every man’s heart by 
nature ; rather to judge others by 
itself, and to exhibit instinctively 
more of that charity which * hopeth 
all things,” than ef that quick and 
experimental intuition into charac- 
ter which detects and drags forth to 
light the lurking principle of evil 
in all its native blackness and ma- 
lignity. 

2. We see in them traces of a 
remarkably fair and upright mind.— 
We recollect the ascription of * fide- 
lity’ to his interpretations of Scrip- 
ture In the preface: we call to mind 
his own declaration on the subject: 
and we must say, both are fully veri- 
fied in the volumes before us. We 
see nothing like prejudice ; nothing 
like perversion ; whether to answer 
the purpose of some favourite doc- 
trine, or to gratify the still more cap- 
tivating but more guilty love of 
novelty. and cisplay. If Scripture 
does not always consecrate his page, 
us we see in many other divines (an 
appearance, however, somewhat in- 


creased by the frequent omission of 


the marks of quotation in the letter- 
press), it arises from a fear lest his 
page should desecrate Scripture by 
an improper application of it. He 
ever displays the profoundest know- 
iedge, and makes the best use of it. 
He has “the power of art,” that 
best of theological arts, “ without the 
shew.” Hence, as might be ex- 
pected, his expository sermons are 


amongst the best and most abie of 


his productions. He meets his pas- 
sage, whatever it may be, fully and 
fairly ; as we may see exemplified in 
the sermons on David, on Jacob and 
Esau, on Good Works, &c. &c. And 
occasionally he can pour forth all the 
stores of the Sacred Volume at his 
feet, as particularly appears in the 
sermon on the Communion of An- 
gels, His earnest prayer seems ever 
to have been “ to have a right judg- 
ment in all things;” his constant 
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endeavour, to separate the false glare 
of human invention, “ the sparks of 
man’s kindling,” from the diviner 
inspiration of that celestial light 
which 

Shines inward, and the mind through all 

her powers 
Irradiates— 
That she may see and tell 
Of things invisible to mortal sight. 


38. We perceive strong marks of 
an originality of mind in these ser- 
mons: not an affected or ambitious, 
but a real and essential originality ; 
the fruit, perhaps, of the quality 
before mentioned, aided by much 
serious and deliberate application of 
thought to his subject.—Our Author 
scems to have been, in the strictest 
sense of the word, a contemolatist, 
Perhaps we might, if siming at a 
distinction, say, that he seems to owe 
his ideas rather to contemplation 
than investigation ; and that the re- 
sult might be more properly called 
criginality than profundity. Pro- 
found, however, he ccrtainiy is, if 
much occasional depth of observa- 
tion demands that name; but the 
effort of mind by which he obtains 
it, seems to have been that of calm 
and steady contemplauion; “ silent 
and unbroken meditation.’’? And the 
result has been, what it ever will be 
of such a course, that he has illus- 
trated every subject he has touched ; 
and has said, spparently without in- 
tending it, what has not been said, or 
not so well said, before him. He 
rejects nothing that as been said 
before him, on that account. His 
humility would rather lead bim to 
prefer it. We can fancy he always 
sets out with a wish to adoptit. But 
new lights break in upon him as he 
proceeds: he scatters fresh scintilla- 
tions around him; and we follow his 
calm and steady march, at once 
pleased with the discoveries he 
makes, and soothed with the mild 
lustre of his rays. 

4. If we were to allude to one 
quality apparent in these sermons, 
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of what some would deem dubious 
praise, we should add in this place 
the symptoms of caution which we 
discover.—We do not find our au- 
thor grappling with very difficult 
subjects, or taking very strong and 
positive views on points which may 
be overstrained. Whether he saw 
the litle good or the much harm 
which has in all ages of the world 
srisen from recondite speculations 
and * doubtful disputations ;’’—whe- 
ther he felt how few could follow 
aright where the mere theorist or 
dogmatist Jed the way ;—or whether, 
perhaps, a little degree of indolence, 
with a great derree of feeling easily 
urgested the popular and most 
engaging views of the subjects 
which he did undertake,—certainly 
we find “the plain path?’ of remark 
and iilustration the favourite choice 
cf our divine. We trace him, for 
the most part, in that middle way 
which will generally result from a 
vicw of Scripture as a whole, and 
which might fancifully be Ulustrated 
vy that Juminous track In the heaven 
in Contradistinction to the telescopic 
appearance of individual constella- 
lions, 


~ 


5. We must be satisfied with 


barely hinting at a fifth quality of 


mind which appears in these ser- 
mons, that of /oftiness and sublimity. 
—We have already noticed this ex- 
cellence in the body of our Review 
so fully, as to render a large mention 
of it in this place unnecessary. Suf. 
fice it to say, that with much of the 
plainness and perspicuity of some of 
our best writers, at the head of whom 
we would place Archdeacon Paley, 
we see in him a quality of mind to 
which many divines of that style 
were wholly strangers. There is 
nothing cold-blooded in the occasion- 
ally profound and moral reasonings 
of Mr. Venn. There is, withal, an 
elevation of tone, a depth of feeling, 
a towering imagination which seems 
to indicate from whence these rea- 
sonings flowed. He seems to spurn 
at “ought of sordid or debasing 
mould.” His mind, in its natural, 
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we should say its regenerated, ten- 
dency, like the pure fiame, mounts 
upwards. His usual and most de. 
lighted walk seems by anticipation 
‘ high in salvation and the climes of 
bliss:”? or in the beautiful language 
of our Liturgy, whose spirit he had 
deeply imbibed, “ thither’? where 
his Saviour ascended had he * in 
heart and mind ascended also; and 
with him continualiy dwelt.” 

6. We need not, in conclusion, 
add to other qualities of no doubtful 
order, that of fiure and unaffecied 
devotionmNearly every reniark 
hitherto made has afforded an ilius- 
tration of this point: and those who 
are at all versed, or have any belief 
in the fAysiognomy of style, we can 
have no doubt will have long since 
collected from these sermons nearly 
every expression and lineament of 
the most pious and devout frame. 
If profound humility ; if the utmost 
sincerity; if the warmest feelings 
of affection to man; if the most 
reverential awe of the Divine Being, 
with the most rapturous survey of 
his adorable perfections ; if the uni. 
form reference to the great Author 
and Finisher of our faith, and the 
avowal of Jesus Christ as the great 
Head of the church, as the source of 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption, as the All in All 
to true Christians; if the  con- 
stant appeal to the conscience and 
heart, In connection with the fear- 
ful difference in lot between the 
righteous and the unrighteous here- 
after, corresponding to the no.less. 
certain, if not always marked, differ. 
ence in their character here ;—if all 
these taken together, and, we may 
say, constituting the main body of 
his divinity, the ruling genius of all 
his instructions, speak for the devo. 
tional feelings of the instructer ; 
then do these volumes afford a 
lasting monument to the devotion 
and piety of Mr. Venn: and the 
sayings they record, more durable 
than any stone or brass on which it 
would be possible to inscribe them, 
we trust are deeply registered in the 
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bosom of God, as a true evidence 
of his faith and hope,—a “ hope that 
maketh not ashamed,” a faith by 
which he “pleased God:”—whilst 
in the earthly recollection of these 
lessons of wisdom, many, we be- 
lieve, will long survive to honour the 
man who uttered them, and to write 
with affectionate veneration on his 
tomb, * The memory of the just is 
biessed.” 


-—--~< 


Eight Sermons, jireached before the 
University of Oxford; together 
gith a Sermon, delivered at an 
Ordination, holden at Christ 
Church, by the Bishon of Dur- 
ham, on Trinity Sunday, in the 
Year of our Lord, 18:0. By 
Epvwarp Garrarp Marsu. Ox- 
ford, at the Universitv Press, for 
the Author: Soild by J. Parker; 
and by Rivingions, Londen. 1814. 
Price 7s. 6d. 

A FEW years since, a considerable 

and important alteration was made 

doth at Oxford and Campbridye, and 
nearly we belicve at the same time, 
in the arrangement respecting the 

Preachers the Universities. 

This branch of academical duty, for 

the most part, regularly devoives ou 

the Senior Graduates of the Univer- 
sity, in chronolomical succession. 

But as many of them are non-resi- 

dent, and either unwilling, or, from 

various Circumstances, unable to per- 
form it, and some even among the 
resident members are Mually indis- 
posed to this service, it was for many 
years Customary to assign it to sub- 
stitutes, who were but too frequently 
ill-qualified to address those learned 
bodies in a dignified and instructive 
manner. The evil had long been 
felt and lamented; and at Jengih a 
remedy was applied, which has cer. 
tainly been attended with consider- 
able success, The ancient order of 
preachers remained as before; but 
it was determined, that whenever 
any Graduate of the University, upon 


vefore 
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whom the duty of, preaching at St. 
Mary’s devolved during term, should 
decline a personal appearance, his 
place should be supplied, not, as it 
had previously been, by an arbitrary 
substitute, but by one of a certain 
number of select preachers, appoint- 
ed annually by the University fortwo 
years, in succession. ‘The conse- 
quence of this new system, we speak 
now more particularly of Oxford, has 
been, with some exceptions which 
must ever attend all human attempts 
at reformation, a very improved state 
of the University Pulpit. Many 
learned, elaborate, and excellent dis- 
courses have been the result of it; 
afew of which have obtained, by 
means of the press, a wider sphere 
of influence than even the venerable 
walls of St. Mary’s could afford. 
Itis to the arrangement which we 
have thus briefly noticed, that we 
are indebted for the volume to which 
we are about to direct the attention 
of our readers ; and we have been the 
rather induced to mention it, from 
the silence of its learned author as to 
this circumstance. Mr. Marsh does, 
indeed, announce eight cutofthe nine 
sermons of which his volume js 
composed, as having been preached 
before the University of Oxford; 
but be does not state, what we hap- 
pen to know js the fact, that they 
were delivered in the discharge of 
his duty as one of the select prea- 
chers during the two last years, and 
were admired and esteemed, by very 
competent and various judges, as 
they deserve. 

We proceed, however, to enable 
our readers to form their own judg. 
ment of this able and interesting 
volume. The sermons preached 
before the University are preceded 
by one delivered gt an Ordination 
holden at Christ Church, by the 
venerable Bishop of Durham. The 
subject of it isthe very appropriate 
onc of “the love of Christ,” from 
the affecting question addressed by 
our Lord to St. Peter, afier bis resur- 
rection. 
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The two maxims which form the 
pasis of this sermon are, first, that for 
those who would feed the flock of 
Cnrist, the chief and most necessary 
qualification is to love Christ more 
thaa they love their dearest earthly 
connexions 3 secondly, that those who 
go iove Christ cannot display their 
jove of him more acceptably than by 
feeding his sheep. ‘Vhe truth and 
jnportance of these two maxims Can- 
not certainly be questioned ; but we 
must be allowed to doubt the correct- 
ness of the inference of the first, from 
ic question of our Lord in the text; 
‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me 
wre than these 2??? The ambiguity of 
he latter clause 1s obvieus, and has 
xecn frequently notuced, as well as 
the three meanings of which it is 
susceptible ; but we cannot avoid ob- 
serving, that Mr. Marsh does not 
appear to us to have preferred the 
most probable of the three. He dis- 
misses, and we think justly, the in- 

lerpret tation which could explain the 
question,as if it meant, * Lovest thou 
uc more than thou lovest these fish- 
ing-nets and implements of thy trade? 
Lovest thou me more than thou lovest 

thy secular gains and employments !” 
though something plausible may be 
urged in defence “of this paraphrase, 

and it conveys an important acimoni- 
ion. He objects, also, to the follow. 
ing more general explanation of the 
question :—** Lovest thou me more 
ihan these other disciples love me ¢” 
—upon the grounds, that this wasa 
question which St. Peter could not 
answer, and which our Saviour, from 
IS apparent tendency to excite jea 
lousies among his disciples, cannot 
be very readily believed to have ask- 
ed, To this objection, however, it 
Inay, We think, be satisfactorily re- 
plied, first, that the question was not 
addressed by our Lord to the know- 
ledge, but to the eee Peer; 
with a tacit, but pretty intelligible re- 

erence to the former confidence of 
bis zealous but presumptuous Apos- 
“ey and his well-known declaration of 
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fancied superiority over his brethren 
in affecuon to their Lord,—“ Though 
all shall be offended, yet will not I.” 
Accordingly, it may be observed, 
that In his reply, the now humbled 
and penitent Apostie does not, as 
before, profess his more warm and 
animated attachment; but simply yet 
powerfully appeals to his Saviour, as 
the Searcher of his heart, that he 
who ‘knew all things,’’ and who was 
intimately acquainted both with his 
sincerity and his frailty, knew that he 
loved him. The preceding remark 
is equally applicable to that part of 
the objection which respects the 
supposed tendency of the question, 
thus interpreted, to excite jealousies: 
among the Apostles. The question 
was doubtless intended to convey a 
most interesting suggestion to them 
all; butits peculiar application to St. 
Peter, under the affecting circum- 
stances in which his denial and re- 
covery had placed him, was so obvi- 
ous, aS to prevent any such idea as 
that of jealousy from occurring to 
the rest of the disciples. It was a 
question, Which was so far from ad- 
ministering to the self.love of the 
warm-hearted Apostle, that it evi- 
dently grieved and distressed him ; 
and instead of conferring on him any 
distinction above his brethren, only 
imposed upon him, what, indeed, in 
the estimation of every truly Chris- 
tian mind will ever be esteemed a 
distinction, a superior and additional 
obligation to deveted and self-deny- 
ing service, 

But Mr. Marsh is satisfied, that 
the more natural and pertinent in- 
quiry of our Lord from St. Peter, 
was to this effect: * Lovest thou me 
more than thou lovest these Apos- 
tles??? an interpretation which ac. 
cords perfectly with one of the main 
principles asserted tn the Ordination 
Sermon, but which for the following 
brief reasons, we do not think deduci- 
bic from the question in the text. 
For, in the first place, had this been 
the meaning of our Lord, St. Pete: 
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would probably have answered, with- 
out much hesitation, In the affirma- 
tive. After what his Divine Lord 
and Master had now done and sufler- 
ed for him, after the distinguishing 
grace which had been vouchsafed to 
him in his pardon and restoration, 
could the generous heartof the Apos- 
tle, even notwithstanding his know- 
ledve of its deceitiulness, doubt 
wuether he loved his Saviour more 
than his fellow sinners and disciples ; 
or wouid tie question, thus under 
stood, have affected him so deeply as 
it evidently did ? Again: our Lord, 
thouch he required the supreme love 
of his disciples, never expressed any 
jealousy lest they should love one 
another better than himself, but fre- 
quently exhorted them to abound in 
brotherly affection ; and, as if they 
were in no danger of excess, pre- 
scribed his love to them as the pat- 
tern, and measure of their love to the 
brethren. Upon the whole, there- 
fore, we fec] compelled to differ from 
the highly respectable author in his 
interpretation of the interesting pas- 
sage in question, and cannot but re- 
commend to hiin its re-considera- 
tion*. 

While, however, we have thus 
freely stated our own view of it, it is, 
perhaps, scarcely necessary to add, 
that we most cordially concur in the 
propositions themselves, which form 
the main subrect of Mr. Marsh’s ser. 
mon, and admire the unaffected picty 
and eloquence with which he has sup- 
ported and enfercedthem. Speaking 
of the love of Cirist, as a plain simple, 
and paramount quaillication tor the 


* It is remarkable, that with the excep- 
tion of Whitby, who thinks the reference is 
to the worldly occupation of St. Peter, the 
most distinguished commentators.agree in 
the interpretati ch we have supported. 
Poole, in his Synopsis, does net even allude 
to any other, and Campbell deentedly pre- 
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fersit. Commentators are not to te fol- 
lowed implicitly, but an almost united 
opinion ts deserving of respect. 
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office of feeding his sheep, he thus 
continues :— 


* All other qualifications are thrown into 
the shade in its presence. They are pas. 
sed by unnoticed. The prominent, indis. 
penSable, distinguishing requisite is, as it 
well may be, that love for the heavenly 
Shepherd without which the sheep, con- 
signed to our custody, are likely to go to 
ruin. Other requisites there doubtless are, 
and such as are of great extent and diver. 
sity. But they are of secondary considera- 
tion, and vary with times and occasions. 
The grand fundamental quality of a love of 
Christ, is that only character of the true 
Christian priesthood which is_ indelible. 
No change can affect, no circumstances di. 
minish, no situations modify its necessity,” 


Mr. Marsh proceeds, in a similar 
strain, io describe the nature of that 
love of Christ which is so essential 
to the faithful discharge of the minis- 
terial office, and the paramount claims 
of the Redeemer to the supreme re- 
gard of his servants. He justly and 
pointedly condemns all inferior mo- 
lives to engage in the work of the 


ministry, and suggests to the candi | 


dates then present, that it would be 
better for them to leave the church 
without receiving the holy employ- 
ment, for the sake of which they had 
entered it, than not first to answer 
the question in the text in the affir- 
mative. The remainder of the ser- 
mon is occupied in enforcing the 
proof of the love of Christ, on the 
part of his ministers, in loving and 
feeding the souls whom he has re- 
deemed; and in pointing out the 
manner in which this sacred and Im- 
portant duty ought to be performed. 
—Excellenily as this part of the sub- 


ject is executed, we felt the close ol 


it to be somewhat deficient tn that 
solemn and awakening address with 
which such a sermon might be ex- 
pected to conclude. But we recol- 
lect that the preacher might, per- 
haps, have been himself only a can- 
didate for the priest’s office, and 
been restrained by that considera- 


ion from urging his exhortations 
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to the utmost. We can only, there- 
fore, wish, that they had been more 
extended, and express our fervent 
prayer, that all who aspire to minister 
at the ‘altar, may possess that holy 
flame which ought to warm the breast 
of every one who expects to serve 
hisheavenly Master with acceptance 
sow, and to receive his approbation 
at his second appearing. 

The first of Mr. Marsh’s Univer- 
sity Sermons is upon “ the Employ- 
ment of secondary Causes.” It may, 
perhaps, be considered by some of 
ais readers as partaking more of the 
character ofa theological essay, than 
of a sermon; but, acdverting to the 
nature of the auditory before whom 
it was delivered, it is, we think, fully 
entitled to the latter designation, and 
is calculated to produce a very fa- 
vourable impression of the talents of 
the preacher. * God said, * Let there 
be light,’—and there was light.’— 
From this sublime description of the 
creation of an effect prior to its pre- 
sent cause, that is, of light before the 
sun, Mr. Marsh takes occasion to 
inquire concerning the systematic 
employment of means, in the Divine 
economy of the universe, by a Being 


who thus evidently has no need of 


resorting to their intervention. The 
formation not only of light, but of 
the heavens and the earth, with all 
their magnificent, beautiful, and infi- 
nitely varied furniture, and the oc- 


the established laws of nature, by mi- 
raculous interpositions, sufficiently 
prove the freedom and independence 
of the Omnipotent Creator ; while it 
isy at the same time, equally obvious, 
that in the accomplishment of the 
ordinary purposes of his Providence, 
he has evinced a decided preference 
io the employment of means. Even 
in his miracles themselves, the Al- 
mighty, instead of universally reject- 
ag the useof means, has often adopt- 
ed. them, though, sometimes, such 
’s were incapable of contributing in 





‘natural way towards the intended 


‘csult; and at others, such as were 
Christ. Obsery. No. 157, 


caslonal suspension or reversal of 
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even naturally destructive of the end 
in view. So remarkable an arrange- 
ment in the system of the universe, 
cannot but have been designed for 
certain wise and beneficial purposes ; 
aud though some of the reasons 
which may have led to it, may be 
beyond our reach, there are others 
which are level to our apprehension, 
und may serve to “ justify the ways 
of God to man.’’ 

Of these, the first assigned by Mr. 
Marsh is, that without the interven- 
tion of means all moral agency must 
be excluded, since God would then 
be the only agent in the universe. 
The remark 1s undoubtedly just: yet 
ina subsequent passage, the object 
of which is to shew, that the produc- 
tion of eflects by second causes is 
a more magnificent and glorious 
method of operation, than that which 
affords a more palpable and apparent. 
ly miraculous proof of Divine inter- 
position, a sentiment occurs which 
may, perhaps, be deemed somewhat 
inconsistent with it. The passage to 
which we refer, is that in which the 
wuthor represents the production, 
conveyance, and perception of light 
as so entirely dependant on the un- 
ceasing exeruon of omnipotent pow- 
er, that should the Almighty, even 
for a single moment intermit any one 
of that series of acts upon which 
those effects depend, we should that 
instant be lost in total darkness. Not 
to urge that the precise manner in 
which the mechanism of the material 
world is framed and supported may 
not be exactly such as Mr. Marsh 
has described it, an objector might 
insinuate, that it is only to carry on 
the chain of his argument one link 
farther, and the Divine Being would 
virtually be found to be indeed the 
only agent in the universe. It is 
not necessary, however, to give the 
slightest colour for such an insinua- 
tion, in illustrating the superior ex- 
cellence of the appointment of 
secondary Causes. They certainly 
admit, what upon any other plan ap- 
pears to be unatt tainable, the mora! 
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50 §=Review 
agency and the voluntary service of 
the creature, while they display ina 
far more striking and varied point of 
view the wisdom and glory of the 
Creator. 

The effect of the established con- 
stitution and Course of nature upon 
our feclings, as distinguished from 
that which would probably be the 
result of a perpetual succession of 
miracles, and the beauty which is 
discernible in the vast and compli- 
cated yet harmonious machinery of 
the universe, are described with 
much ingenuity and elegance in this 
part of the sermon. We pass on, 
however, to the analogy which cevi- 
dently obtains as to the employment 
of secondary causes in the still more 
interesting and important dispensa- 
tion of grace. Doubiless the Al- 
mighty had no want of any means to 
repair at once the ruin of the fall, 


** But what,” the preacher eloquently 
exclaims, would then become of that 
beautiful fabric, of which the parts are so 
fitly joined together, and of which the 
height, the depth, and the breadth are 
worthy of all admiration, the redemption 
of the world through Jesus Christ, the sanc- 
tification of the elect through the Hols 
Ghost, the ministry of Angels, the josie 
ous Company of the Apostles, the goodly 
fellowship of the Prophets, the noble army 
of Martyrs ? 


‘© This is surely a more glorious as- 
semblage of means than that employed in 
nature; and there is a beauty in it, which 
may be supposed to have recommended it 
to the mind of him, who is the common 


Lord of both.” 


6c? 
Silt 


While, however, the means thus 
employed in the great work of man’s 
redemption, with the exception of 
those In which the Son of God and 
the Holy Spirit are immediately con- 
cerned, are far too humble to pretend 
to any real efficiency in promoting it, 
the selection of means so inadequate 
to the prodiuction of the end, so far 
from being any dispararement tothe 
reat eene who employs them, 

tends rathe 
and to inthe ance 


*to illustrate his power, 
his glory. 
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‘* It ig because we have this treasure,” 
observes Mr Marsh, “in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power 1s of God; 
and though man’s co-operation is required 
both for his own salvation, and for that of 
others, yet undoubtedly first and last it ig 
of God alone, and the human agent is no. 
thing.’ « Nevertheless, it must be ob. 
served on the other hand, that though 
neither the means nor the ministers of 
grace are any thing, but by the blessing of 
Him who ordained them, we are no more 
justified by their natural inefficacy in look. 
ing for the Divine favour without them, 
than we are warranted by the omnipotence 
of God over the natural world to require 

the performance of miracles.” 


Mr. Marsh continues, in the sub- 
sequent part of his sermon, to urge 
the analoey which so obviously sub- 
sists as to the employment and use of 
means in the naiural and moral 
world. In speaking of the soul as 
endowed with an aptitude to receive 
the suggestions of the Holy Spirit, 
as well as through them the blessings 
of redemption, he uses, indeed, an 
expression which is liable to misin- 
terpretation : 
from the whole tenor of his doctrine, 


that he does not intend by it to Im- | 


ply any natural aptitude in the unre. 
newed soul, to receive “the things 
of the spirit’? as such; but that the 
intellectual and moral nature of the 
soul renders it, as we certainly think 
it does, Capable of receiving them, 
if there be a disposition to attend 
them. When Mr. Marsh also ob- 
serves, that “ sfiritual blindness will 
no less incapacitate us for the light 
of grace than corporeal blindness 
will for the light of nature,” we 
presume his meaning to be, that 
the wilful closing of the mental 
eve tothe light of scriptural truth, 
and the determined rejection of spi- 
ritual suggestions, will produce spl- 
ritual darkness, as certainly as the 
defect of sight, or the shutting of the 
eyes will exclude the light of the 
natural worid. 


Upon this very important part of | 


his subject, the preacher might, we 
think, have enlarged with miucle 





but we are assured, | 
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advantage even to his academical 
hearers. We consider it as lying 
at the root of the whole work of 
personal religion. It is true, that 
means are in themselves, that 1s, 
separate from the sovereign bless- 
ing of Him who has ordained them, 
nothing. They are, however, of a 
nature correspondent to that of the 
soul, and admirably adapted to the 
sroduction of the intended effect. 
The use of the word of God, the 
sacraments, meditation, and prayer, 
f faithiully and perseveringly em- 
sloyed, seldom, if ever, fail in at- 
aining their appointed and promis- 
ed ends. Jet not this be stigma- 
tized as mechanical religion; or if 
it be so called, let it at the same 
time be remembered, that it is the 
mechanism of heaven ; directed by 
the wisdom of Him who knows what 
is best calculated for the tmprove- 
meut of his creatures, and biessed 
by that goodness which never dis- 
appoints the expectations of those 
who humbly and diligently seek it. 
We are well persuaded, that the 
disposition to use the means of 
spiritual improvement is the gift of 
God: but this also is for the most 
part the result of previous moral 
discipline, to train us to which is 
one of the most important duties of 
the guides of our youth, and the 
instructers of our age. Yet, how- 
ever this inay be, we are persuaded, 
that those who ultimately faH short 
of the hope of glory, wiil be found 
to have neglected the means of 
grace ; andthat the wreater number 
of those who attain the happiness 
of the one, will trace it, under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, to the 
smprovement of the other. 


“ The general result, therefore,” con- 
cludes Mr. Marsh, ‘is glory to God in 
the highest. From the beginning to the 
end he is the author of all. We have 
planted. We have sown. But Gud giveth 
the increase. The first wall, the second 
sanse, the intermediate agency are all 
alike from him, Wilko produced the effect 
vot by a single act, but through a concate- 


y - ° eg 29 
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We wish that we could indulge 
Ourselves with extracting the elo- 
quent peroration of this Sermon ; 
but we can only express the grati. 
fication with which we persued it. 

The subject of the next discourse 
is closely connected with that of 
the preceding. It is **on Myste- 
ries,’ and will be read, we have 
little doubt, by moderate men of 
all parties, with approbation. It 
asserts what, though theoretically 
acknowledged by all, is apt to be 
practically forgotten by many, that 
the Almighty has evidently chosen 
to wrap most of his proceedings in 
mystery, and to unveil only such 
parts of them to his creatures, as 
are necessary either for the pro- 
motion of their comfort, or for the 
regulation of ther conduct. Even 
in the natural world, how continu- 
ally is philosophy baffled in its in- 
guiries, and compelled to rest in 
ignorance! Can we then be sure 
prised, that there should be mys- 
teries in religion, “secret things’ 
which belong exclusively to * the 
Lord our God ?”? Though we do not 
think, with Mr. Marsh, that the day 
of the destruction of Jerusalem was 
distinctly declared by our Lord to 
be of that number, we perfectly 
weree with him as to his other in- 
stances. After some able and ex- 
cellent observations on the general 
subject of scripture-mysteries, and 
the pointed condemnation of that 
curlosity which would spare nothing, 
however sacred, that stood in the 
way of its gratification, but would 
arrogantly pursue its researches 
even to the throne of God, the 
preacher naturally brings his dis. 
course to bear epon the grand and 
inextinguishable controversy — re- 
specting the Divine Decrees. It 
cannot be expected, after the fre- 
quency with which we have been 
most unwillingly compelled to en- 


‘yage in it, that we should now enter 


upon it; more particularly as the 
views of Mr. Marsh upon this mys- 
teriotis “subject are so nearly in 
unison with onr own. It is rathera 
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most gratifying relief to us to refer 
our readers to this sermon, with an 
assurance, that they will find much 
Init both to admire and to approve. 
Though moderate, Mr. Marsh is 
far from betng tame and indifferent ; 
and though novelty 1s not to be look- 
ed for upon such a topic, he is no 
retailer of the opinions of others. 
He has evidently thought and felt 
much upon this most difficult ques- 
tion ; and while he not only asserts 
but clearly points out the obscurity 
in which it is on all sides involved, 
he does not altogether discard it as 
a subject of humble and devout con- 
templation, but Jimits our inquiries 
concerning it within the bounds of 
what is plainly revealed, and cal- 
culated to be practically beneficial. 

We could with pleasure quote 
many admirable passages from this 
well-written sermon; but we 
content ourselves with the follow- 
ing. After suggesting the wisdom 
of abstaining by common consent 
from a controversy the difficulties 
of which are so palpable, Mr. Marsh 
proceeds as follows. 


must 


“ If indeed there be in the church 
enemies either to the faith or to the holi- 
ness of the Gospel, who either by their 
fife or doctrine cisgrace its principles, 
deny its essential troths, or counteract 
its gracious designs, in the name of Christ 
and his religion let them be cast out of 
it! But this character cannot, in the pre- 
sent day at least, be fairly imputed to the 
advocates, as such, of either side. Each 
party admits, that without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord; and eac!i main- 
tains, that faith is essential to holiness. 
Both cail on all men every where to repent. 
Both ere now have often taken, and it is 
the wish of many that both should yet 
again take, sweet counsel together, and 
walk in the house of God as friends. Manv, 
who have agreed upon all other parts of 
our common religion, have yet differed and 
agreed to differ upon this. Such were 
notoriousiv many of the reformers and 
fathers of the church of England, and such 
their consciousness of the innocence of this 
difference and the safety of this union, that 
our seventeenth article has been gene- 
raliy confessed to be formed upon principles 
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which ought not to exclude any from the 
establishment, who, concurring in all other 
points, differ only upon a question, on 
which those who framed it were them. 
selves divided in opinion. The streauous. 
ness with which both parties have laboured 
to prove, that the article is on their side, 
is indeed to impartial judges a sufficient 
proof of its neutrality.” pp. 55, 56. 


We could willingly add another 
eloguent passage, on the ample 
scope for theological discussion and 
instruction, even if the subject of the 
Divine Decrees were entirely ex- 
cluded from public discourses ;* but 
we have room only for the follow. 


ing. 


‘As for hidden subjects and matters 
of doubtful disputation, a time is com. 
ing, when, perhaps, all their difficulties 
will vanish; when He who first caused 


the Hight to shine out of darkness, will 
shedthe clear light of his truth upon us, 
and rernove ail mists from our eyes. 
Wohiie we have such a hope in us, we may 


well be contented to await the arrival of 
this period in patience. It will then pro. 
bably be a subject of grief to all the dis. 
putants upon this question to reflect, with 
how smatla knowledge of it in themselves 
they have quarrelled with the ignorance of 
it in others. They will see, that their 
adversaries and themselves were often 
equally in the dark ; that the texts, which 
they have spent much labour in refuting, 
were ofien their own in disguise; and 
that while truth has been far above, out 
of the sight of both the litigating parties, 
religion has been the chief sufferer by 
the ” asperity of their contention.” 


Surely the modest, candid, and 
enlarged views which are exhibited 
in this extract, and indeed through- 
out the whole sermon, are much 
better suited to the nature of a 
subject confessedly mysterious, than 
the confidence and the dogmatism 
of “the word warriors” (to use a 
very significant expression of the 
accute and pious Baxter) on either 


* There is in the passage to which we 
allude one expression which we shall have 
occasion to notice in a subsequent sermon, 
and therefore we do not stop to mention 
it now. 
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side. Would God, that this truly 
wise and Christian spirit were every 
where more prevalent! We pass 
on to a less disputable and more 
profitable subject, viz: ‘+ the love of 
God, andof our neighbour,” which 
js discussed in the third sermon. 

The total absence or the practi- 
cal disregard of the love of God 
amongst men of all ages and orders, 
is the first, as itis but too obviously 
the most well-founded, topic of 
complaint in a discourse upon the 
great commandment of the law 
The following proof of its justice 
is somewhat new and striking. 


** The high and primary duty, however, 
of loving God is sometimes degraded still 
lower: for we occasionally hear it defend- 
ed. Now no man thinks of defending jus- 
tice or liberality, benevolence, patriot- 
ism, or any other of our relative duties. 
They stand on their own ground, and rest 
their claim to regard and attention upon 
that intrinsic goodness which they are all 
known to possess. ‘The love of God is the 
only good quality which appears to require 
a defender. And upon what principle is 
this defence grounded? Commonly upon 
its tendency to promote the love of man, 
upon its conduciveness to the discharge of 
our relative duties; which is to deduce 
the value of a greater good from its fitness 
to produce aless. ‘The claims of God 
upon our love and gratitude are both prior 
in time and superior in magnitude to anv 
duties which we can owe to our neigh- 
bour; and he who upholds the first by a 
reference to the second, acts as though he 
should defend the angelic nature by its 
partial resemblance to the human.” 


An interesting and animated enu- 
meration of the infinite claims of the 
Almighty upon our love follows the 
assertion of the duty; but though 
the mercies of redemption are in- 
cluded in this detail of our obliga- 
tions, we could have wished that 
this only sure foundation of the 
love of God had occupied a more 
distinct and prominent place, and 
had been urged with greater par- 
ticularity, and to a greater extent. 
In enforcing, however, the reason- 
ableness, and the privilege, of obey- 
ing the first and great command- 


ment, and in pointing out its connec- 
tion with the secand, the love of our 
neighbour, and its tendency to se. 
cure its observance far more cer- 
tainly, extensively, and purely, than 
can be expected trom any other 
principle, Mr. Marsh argues, and 
instructs excellently. We were 
particularly struck with that part 
of the sermon in which he describes 
the nature and the limitations of 
true love to our neighbour. The 
two following beautilul passages 
deserve to be transcribed. 


“Towards such a Being it can never 
be unreasonable to demand, that all the 
treasures of our hearts, that all our minds, 
all our souls, and all our strength should 
be emptied in returns of love; and we 
should not oniy, when we rise, and when 
we retire, call to mind with thankfulness 
the wonders which he has done fur us, but 
study his will in every occupation, and 
even amusement ofourlives. It ought to 
sweeten every labour to think that he has 
commanded it; and we have reason to 
reckon it among our first privileges, that 
we are allowed to serve and honour a Be- 
ing so infinitely beyond our thoughts and 
above our praise.” 





— ‘We need not, therefore, expect 
that, commencing with the love of man, 
we shall thence be enabled to pass upward 
to the love of God, The source will affect 
the current. But the current has no re- 
action upon its source. In short, the love 
of God alone is that pure and perennial 
well of water within us whence al! true 
godiiness must proceed. We ought to 
cultivate it, because in itself it is most due 
and right. We ought to cultivate it, 
because with regard to ourselves it is most 
good and joyful. We ought to cultivate it, 
because in its effects on others, like the 
precious ointment of Aaron, it begins at the 
head of all, but flows down tothe whole 


human race, as it were to the skirts of his 
clothing.” 


The sermon closes with a briel 
view of the peculiar discourage- 
ments and advantages, respecting 
the cultivation of the love of God, 
which are experienced in the Uni- 
versity. Of the former, no one can 
doubt; thourh we are inclined to 
think that they are not so great as 
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in many other situations, and to 
hope and believe that they are 
rather diminishing than increasing 
Of the latter, we wish that we 
could agree in opinion with the 
pious author. ‘Sut with the hvely 
recollection of our own experience 
upon the subject, we really cannot 
think with him, that the regular 
performance of Divine service, in 
College Chapels, is to be numbered 
among thechief means of promot- 
ing, in the academical student, the 
love of God. ‘Vhat it might be 
rendered such, nay, that in some 
favoured instances, it may be such, 
we will not doubt: but, generally 
speaking, we cannot but fear, that 
the carelessness and irreverence 
with which Divine worship is both 
conducted and attended in our Uni- 
versities, must rather operate as 
acheck than as an incentive topicty. 
A truly devout mind will, indeed, 
rise above all discouragements, and 
derive benefitfrom appointed means 
amidst the most untoward clrcum- 
Stances. But if the fire of devotion 
be unknown, if the internal spring 
of grace be wanting, the coldness 
and the formality of college ser- 
vices will rarely, we believe, co 
more than generate or promote a 
distaste for religious exercises al- 
together. The truth is; and in 
Omitting this view ef the subject, 
we think Mr. Marsh’s sermon de- 
fective; no one, whatever be his 
condition or his age, will really 
love God until he possess a lively 
faith in the mercics and the prom. 
ises of the Gospel. Faith, humble, 
thankful, unfeigned faith in Cirist 
Jesus as a Saviour, will apprehend 
the unspeakable love of God in the 
redemption ef a ruined world, and 
will assuredly work by love both 
to God and man. Other means 
and other considerations may and do 
tend to strengthen and animate that 
love, but can never implant it where 
it does not previously exist, where 
it has not originally flowed from 
the “sanctMication of the Spirit 
and the belief of the truth.” It is 
noty we know, that Mr, Marsh ts 
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not aware of this genealogy of 
love, as we shall presently observe 
in another oi his discourses; but 
we are so strongly persuaded of its 
importance, that highly as we think 
of his general treatment of the sub- 
ject, we cannot but regret that he 
did not deem it essential to its com- 
pleteness to intwoduce and to enforce 
it here. 

The fourth of Mr. Marsh’s ser- 
mons embraces a topic of peculiar 
interest to the preater part of the 
uudience before whom it~” was 
preached, and of great and general 
importance to the Church of Eng- 
land. his is no other than an 
inquiry into the nature and extent 
of the commission which Christ 
gave to his Aposties, when, after 
his resurrection, he breathed on 
them, and said, “ Receive ye the 
Iiviy Ghost! Whosoever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them, 
and whosoever sins ye retain, they 
are retained;” and into the grounds 
upon which the repetition of these 
words to every priest of the Church 
= —— on his ordination, is 
justified. The nature of the power 
ane conferred upon the Apos- 
tics, Mr. Marsh determines, we 
think, justly, to have been that of 
judicial authority to bind and loose, 
to forgive and to retain according 
to the circumstances of the sinner; 
not arbitrarily, however, or capri- 
clously but in strict accordance 
with the revealed word of God; 
just as the sentence ofa sentiierel 
judge is limited by the law of the 
land. ‘This power he contends, 
beth from the reason of the thing, 
and from the history of the fact, 
was not restricted to the Apostles, 
but transmitted by them to their 
successors, and 1s actually con. 
tinucd in our Church. And while 
it throws around its ministers, not 
an undefined or superstitious air 
of reverence, it clothes them with 
an authority which claims and de. 
serves respect, and invests them 
with an awful responsibility which, 
if duly considered, would tend to 
repress the rash, the heedless, or 
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the profane, from intruding into the 
sacred office. There are some, per- 
haps, who may be inclined to think 
that the preacher asserts in the first 
part of his sermon too lofty aclaim, 
and urges it in too decisive a tone ; 
while others will be equally dissatis- 
fied with the concessions which the 
well known state of other reformed 
communities appears to demand 
from every wise and temperate ad- 
vocate of our Church. We have no 
hesitation, however, in saying, that 
Mr, Marsh has in our opinion steer- 
ed, not adoubitul or inconsistent, 
but a just and scriptural course ; and 
we most earnestly pray, that the 
same union of enlightened and firm 
attachment to the Church of Eng- 
land, and of charity to those who 
separate from it, may more general- 
ly prevail. In the hope which he so 
eloquently expresses, that the un- 
broken succession of the priesthood, 
in this pure and apostolic church, 
may be divinely intended hereafter 
to form a rallying point to dispersed 
Christians of every donomination,we 
most cordially join. May the union 
of which it holds forth the encourae- 
ing prospect, distant as it may now 
seem, yet come, and come speedily ! 
So shall the whole world * at length 
range itself into that universal 
church, against which Christ him- 
self has promised, that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail.” 

The sermon which follows the 
preceding is “on Justification,” and 
is certainly one of the ablest and 
most convincing upon that all-im- 
portant subject which we remember 
to have seen. Every point connect- 
ed with it is embraced, and every 
one is treated with a masterly hand. 
We scarcely know where we could 
with greater satisfaction and confi- 
dence direct the attention of one who 
was anxious to obtain an enlarged 
and cleborate view of this rrand and 
fundamental doctrine than to this 
discourse. The proof of the exclu- 
sion of the moral as well as the cere. 
monial law from the work of jusuf- 
cation; the nature of the state ex- 
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pressed by that term, and of the faith 
which justifies the grounds upon 
which this method of salvation rests ; 
the erroneous views which have too 
frequently been entertained of it; 
the reconciliation of St. Paul and St. 
Jaines, and the defence of the doc- 
trine of the former Apostle from the 
charge of making void the law, and 
encouraging licentiousness ; are dis- 
cussed with an ability which we have 
seldom observed in modern dis- 
courses, and with a strength and ele- 
vation of pious feeling which clearly 
proves the heartfelt interest of the 
author in the subject which he is en- 
forcing. Where the merit of the 
whole is so great, and so nearly 
equal, it would be difficult to select 
an extract which will do justice to 
the argument. 

We know not what might be the 
effect of this sermon on the learned 
body who originally heard it; but we 
are persuaded that it can scarcely be 
read, except by insuperable preju- 
dice, without a strong impression of 
its truth and excellence. 

We wish that we could bestow 
equal praise on the succeeding dis- 


course upon ‘“ Sanctification and 
Redemption.”? But here we meet 


with some sentiments which we 
certainly cannot altogether approve. 
A single expression in the — ser- 
mon on justificatton would have 
excited our attention, had not that 
which was there merely hinted 
heen here followed out into a re- 
eular train of argument. The sen- 
liment to which we refer is, not- 
withstanding all that had been so 


excellently said in the preceding’ 


sermon, an undue depreciation of 
the nature and effect of justifying 
faith, and en incorrect separation, 
ag we certainly think it, between 
that blessing and the work of sanc. 
tification. tis surely to place jus. 
tification too low in the scale of 
vanrelical blessings to say, that 
“it is no more at last 
entrance within the threshold of 
Christianity.” We grant that it is 


an entrance, but such an one, that 
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it is not then that the whole busi- 
ness of salvation is ¢o de degun from 
that point. Itisalready begun. Jus- 
tification, to use the language of the 


venerable Hooker, is “ta part of 


sanctification ;’? the faith which jus- 
tifies being in its own nature holy, 
the fruit ot the spirit of adoption, and 
the root from which good works will 
assuredly proceed, Again: * Justi. 
fication,’’ observes Mi. Marsh, ‘ is 
properly retrospective.” * But sanc- 
tification regards the actual state, 
and changes the present nature.’’ 
But is justification, we would ask, 
merely retrospective? Does it not 
also affect the present state, and is 
noi even the nature of the justified 
sinner essentially, though not so ex- 
tensively and perfectly, changed, as 
by the subsequent work of sanctifica- 
tion? * By justification,’ Mr.Marsh 
continues, ** a sinner is accepted, but 
remains a sinner stil. Through 
sanctification be ceases to be a sin. 
ner.’’ Surely on justification, also, a 
sinner ceases to be one wilfully and 
presumptuousiy. For can any one 
be said to be justified who doves not 
repent, and who, though emerging 
only from a state of sin, 1s not pene- 
trated with the mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, has not received him as 
his Saviour. and is not willing to be 
delivered no less from the power 
then from the punishment of sin? 
Mr. Marsh ailows, that through jus- 
tification the Spiritis admitted ; and 
that the moment we have puton Jesus 
Christ, the moment we have by faith 
received him as our righteousness, 
he is wrliing to become our sanctifica- 
tion. We think that he 1s more— 
that he is actually become our sanc- 
tification by virtue of that faith by 
which we have previously chosen and 
accepted him as our complete Sa. 
viour. We,of course, entirely agree 
with Mr. Marsh, that sanctification is 
a progressive work, and think that 
his representation of it is scriptural 
and edifying. We differ from him, 
and that with much regret, only in 





considering justification and sanctifi. 
cation as inseparable, though distinct 
blessings; and though we are aware 
of the bearing of this sentiment upon 
another on which we have often said 
that we are far from being inclined 
to dogmatize, we cannot think other. 
wise, without departing from what 
we conceive to be the doctrine of St. 
Paul and of our church, on the sub- 
ject of justification by faith. 

We stated, in a note upon the ser- 
mon on Mysteries, that there was one 
expression in it which we should take 
occasion afterwards to notice, and 
this is we conceive the proper place 
for introducing it. Among other 
topics which Mr. Marsh enumerates 
as suited to public instruction, he 
mentions * sanctification, or the con. 
version of imputed into inherent hole 
ness.’ We felt quite at a ioss, on 
first reading this explanation of sanc- 
tification, to comprehend the mean- 
ing of the words; and though ano- 
ther phrase which occurs in the Fifth 
Sermon, of proceeding from justify- 
ing faith to sancufying faith, may 
throw a littie light upon it, we are sull 
unable to affix any sound and scrip- 
tural interpretation to the former 
words. Certainly the imputed righ- 
teousness which is external, and be- 
comes ours only by faith, can never 
be changed into that which ts inhe- 
rent, wrought in us by the Spirit of 
Christ: nor, on the other hand, is 
the faith which justifies different 
from that which sanctifies. Possibly 
Mr. Marsh may not have intended to 
express cither the one or the other 
of these objectionable sentiments ; 
but we could not, without a derelic- 
tion of duty, avoid stating our ap- 
prehension of both. 

The following passage would suf- 
ficiently shew that Mr. Marsh is not 
a Calvinist, if indeed the whole strain 
of his preaching did not plainly 
prove it. Though some expressions 
occur in it which will be thought to 
favour too strengly the notion of 
human ability in the great work of 
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“The view which is here given by St. 
Paul, of our salvation, as flowing entirely 
and exclusively from the grace and good- 
ness of another, is indeed sufficiently abas- 
ing to human pride; which has therefore 
been in all ages unwilling to receive it. At 
the same time the objections taken to it, 
even on this score, are often irrelevant and 
by bo means fairly deducible from the 
statement above given, as itis hoped, from 
Sermpture, © Have we then,’ (it is some- 
times asked contemptuously) ‘have we 
then no part to act in the great business of 
our salvation? Are we to be degraded 
mto passive machines, on whom super- 
natural influence is to produce a saving 
effect?” By no means. No such infe- 
rence fairly results from the doctrine in 
question, Jesus Christ is indeed made of 
God unto us both wisdem and righteous- 
ness and sanctification and redempuon. 
But yet it is left tous to determine whe- 
ther we will be wise and righteous and hols 
and redeemed, The grace of God, that 
bringeth salvation, bath appeared to ail 
men, teaching us, that, denying angodit- 
ness and workilv Insts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and podly in this pre- 
sent world. But, though it bringeth sal- 
vation, it does not forec it upenus; though 
itempowers, it does not compel, and, tike 
the God who gives it, has no respect of 
persons, 


“ What then is it that makes the difle- 
rence between the saint and the sinner! 
Even this, that some of us refuse, while 
others receive the offered Saviour, It is 
for us to entertain or to reject the mercy 
which is proposed to us. He stands at the 
door and knocks, It is for us to open or 
shut. So far, and so far only, we are 
workers together with God. We gives us 
grace. He urges us to use it. He for- 
gives, invites, exhorts, enables, inspires. 
But if we will not yield to this condescend- 
ing influcnce, if we put away the means of 
grace and resist the suggestions of holiness, 
we ourselves renew the separation between 
us and God ; and though our salyation can 
only be purchased by the Saviour, it is ours 
to avail ourselves of this purchased salva- 

Christ. Observ. No, 157. 





1815.) Review of Marsh’s Sermons before the University of Oxford. 57 


tion or proudly to turn away from it. Une 
doubtedly the wretched cripple in the Gos- 
pel could not have healed his withered 
arm. But yet, when commanded to stretch 
it forth, i. depended upon himself either to 
try to stretch it out and be healed, or to 
cavil at the order and retain his infirmity.” 
pp. 170—172. 


Of the succeeding sermon, which 
may be properly considered as a se- 
quel to the two which immediately 
precede it, we think it sufficient to 
say, that it contains a just condemna- 
tion of the too-prevalent propensity, 
even in professed Christians, to rest 
satisiied with the mere elements and 
first principles of religion, and an 
animated exhortation to “ go on 
unto perfection.’ The extracts which 
follow will serve to explain the ob- 
ject of this discourse. 


‘From this general statement it is evi- 
dent that faith in the Apostle’s view of it 
constitutes, as 't were, in some sense the 
hepinaing, middie, and end of Christianity. 
Yet it appears, too, that the faith of a 
Christian will alter its character, as it pro 
eceds: for the faith ofa dying martyr is as 
v difierent from the faith of an 
approved catechuman as the body of a full- 
grown manis from that of a tender infant. 
For faith of this latter description, sincerity 
isthe only quality that is indispensable. 
But, as the Christian advances, his faith 
must become not only sincere, but fer- 
vent and active and constant, tillit acquires 
firmness and strength, till it emanates in 
every virtue,and finally, by the grace of God, 
mortifies every sin. These, then, at length, 
my brethren, these graces of holiness and 
works of the Spirit, by which the faith ofa 
Christian guides him by slow advances from 
weakness to strength, and from strength to 
perfection, these are the gradations, the 
steps, the links, of which we have been in 
search, which connect the foundation of a 
Christian’s hope to the end of his career and 
summit of his ambition.” pp. 188, 189. 


‘¢ Perfection, however, (after all, it must 
be confessed), is an awful word. Who 
may attain it with all his zeal? Whocan 
hope for it with all his faith? In the next 
life, by the mercies of Christ, any man—in 
the present,none. Wat degree of shart- 
ness of that final end, provided it be at- 
tended with sincerity, the Almighty will 
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accept and pardon, 1 suppose no one will 
presume to determine. No one can set 
limits to that all-encircling goodness, which 
has no where limited itself. But neither 
does the determination of this point con- 
cern us. Though the purpose of Provi- 
dence is inscrutable,our duty is clear; and, 
while we are certain, that the Almighty 
will not punish any man for missing of a 
perfection which was placed beyond his 
grasp, the anger of God is revealed and 
determined against those who shroud their 
indolence under the plea of infirmity, who 
wil! not do what they can, because they 
cannoi do what they would, and, because 
they despair of reaching, refuse to go on 
unto pertection.” pp. 191, 192. 


The volume closes with a very 
able discussion of the much contro- 
verted question concerning baptism, 
from the words of St. Peter relative 
to that sacramemt, in the third chap- 
ter of his First Epistle. Nothing 
can be clearer or more triamphant 
than the reasoning by which Mr, 
Marsh disproves the frequently al- 
leged identity of Baptism and Rege- 
neration; while the necessity and the 
value of that initiatory ordinance are, 
ut the same time, constantly and 
powertully enforced. How far some 
of his expressions in the truly scrip- 
tural account of spiritual regenera- 
tion may be quite consistent with 
some others In subsequent passages 
of this sermon, or with the general 
tenor of his doctrine, we must not 
Stay to inquire; nor can we do 
more than recommend the perusal 
of his arguments to those who are 
either disposed to attribute too much 
or too littl to the sacrament in 
question. 

Our limits remind us that we must 
bring this article to a conclusion. 
We cannot, however, take our Icave 
of Mr. Marsh’s volume without 
offering him our cordial thanks for 
the pleasure, and, we trust, the im- 
provement which it has afforded us ; 
and without congratulating the Unt- 
versity before which these discourses 
were preached, on the sound and 
wholesome doctrine which thus ap- 


pears to have been heard within its 
precincts. Wetrusttbat Mr. Marsh 
and many otbers of kindred senti- 
ments will continue thus to diffuse 
“the words of truth and soberness,” 
That such nrinciples should be pro. 
gressive, is the best hope which we 
can indulge, both for the Church 
and for our country ; and we rejoice 
that such evident symptoms of its 
accomplishment every where abound. 
—In closing our remarks, we would 
only add, that while the sermons 
which we have been reviewing 
afford very striking marks not only 
of a pious, but of a vigorous and 
well-stored mind, they occasionally 
betray a neglect of strictly theolo- 
gical research, or, at least, of syste- 
matic divinity, which may perhaps 
have led tothe Inaccuracies we have 
noticed, and to some others of minor 
importance, to which we have not 
thought it necessary to advert. Mr, 
Marsh is evidently an independent 
and original thinker; but highly as 
we are inclined to appreciate such 
a character, we who are old and 
steady, and are in the habit of 
looking much and widely around us, 
are disposed, though not to fetter 
our inquiries by systems, or to enrol 
ourselves as the implicit followers 
of any great and venerable names, 
yet to respect what Is ancient in 
theology, and not to overlook, in 
adjusting our own conclusions, 
those of the wise, the learned, and 
the pious of former ages. We are 
fur from intending to insinuate that 
*Ir. Marsh is no well acquainted 
with the divinity of other days, or 
not well affected towards it. We 
would only beg leave to recom- 
mend the examination of a few of 
his tenets by the corresponding re- 
searches of the vreat writers of 
our Church. He may, perhaps, on 
such a comparison, find reason to 
modify some of his present views, 
or atleast to exhibit them in a more 
softened and mature shape; or 
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he may, on the other hand, be 
armed with additional strength to 
convince us of our own errors. 
However this may be, he will allow 
us to assure him, that we shall 
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meet him again as an author with 
unfeigned, and, -we doubt not, with 
increased pleasure, upon some fu- 
ture, and we trust not very distant, 
occasion. 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
&e. &e. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


in the press:—Memoirs of John Duke 
of Marlborough, from Papers preserved 
at Blenheim, by Archdeacon Coxe ;— 
Speeches of Mr. Fox, from 1768 to 1806, 
in 6 vols. 880.;—The Piigrims of the Sun, 
anew Poem,by Mr James Hogg, the Etrick 
Shepherd ;—A practical Treatise, on find- 
ing the Latitude and Longitude at sea, 
with Tables, by Thomas Myers, A. M, of 
the Royal Academy, Woolwich, in one 
vol. 8vo.;—The Prayers, Catechism, and 
Hymns, in Greek and Latin, for the use of 
St. Paul’s School, by Dean Collett, its 
founder, under the superintendence of the 
Rev. Dr. Sleath, the present higi-master ;— 
A full Exposition of the Controversy re- 
specting Col. Mudye’s trigonometrical 
Survey of England and Wales, by Dr. 
Olinthus Gregory ;—and A translation of 
the Campaign cf Paris in 1814, by M. 
Giraud, 


Preparing for publication: —A Trans- 
lation of the Travels of Aili Bey, or the 
Chevalier Badia, in Morocco, tgypt, Ara- 
bia, and ‘Lurkey, between 1803 and 1807, 
written by himself, in 2 vols. 4to., with 
plates;s—A Translation of the Psalms of 
David, ,with Notes, by the late Bishop 
Horsley, in 2 vols 8vo.;—Elements of the 
Natural History of Insects, by the Rev. 
W. Kirby, B A. and W. Spence, Esq. ;— 
An Historical Inquiry into the Ancient 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of the Crown, 
trom the earliest Ages of Christianity to 
the Reign of Henry VIIL, by Mr. J.B. 
Brown, of the Inner Temple ;—A Treatise 
on puerperal Fever, by Mr. W. Hey, jun. 
of Leeds, 


Mr. Ackerman proposes to publish by 
subscription, the History of the Kelief at- 
forded by Great Britain, to the Sufferers 
by the War in Germany, in 2 vols. royal 
$vo., price 25s, 


Dr. Gregory, of the Royal Military 


Academy, has in the press, the third edi- 
tion of his “ Letters on the Evidences, 
Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian 
Religion,” with many corrections and im- 
provements, and several additions ; also, 
the third edition of his Treatise of Me- 
chanics, with considerable improvements, 
especially in the volume devoted to the 
construction of machines. 


The following subjects are proposed for 
the Chancellor’s Prizes in the University 
of Oxford, for the ensuing vear,—viz For 
Latin verses : “‘Europz Pacatores Oxoniam 
invisentes.’ For an Englishessay: ‘ The 
effects of distant Colonization on the Parent 
State.” Fora Latin essay; ‘In illa Phi- 
losophiz Parte, que Moralis dicitur, trac- 
tanda, quenam sit precipue Aristotelice 
Discipline Virtus?’ Sir Roger Newdi- 
gate’s Prize, English verse: ‘* The Tem- 
ple of Theseus.” 

The subject of the third gold medal in 
the University of Cambridge, for the best 
English ode or poem, in heroic verse, for 
the present year, is  Wallauce.”—The 
folluwing is the subject for the next Nor- 
risian prize-essay: * The treachery of Ju- 
das, and the failings of the other Apostles, 
are consistent with the Divine Mission of 
Jesus Christ.” 


It is said to have been determined by 
observation, that the mean annual quan- 
tity of rain is greatest at the equator, 
and decreases as we approach the poles. 
Thus at Granada, in 12°. N, Jat. the mean 
quantity is 126 inches; at Cape Francois 
in N. lat. 20° 120inches ; at Calcutta, 81; 
at Rome, 39; in Engiand, 52; and at 
Petersburgh, 16. 


As some workmen were lately digging 
a road from Burford to Barrington, they 
discovered, near the surface cf the earth, 
a stone coffin, of an immense size, and ex- 
tremely irrezular, weighing nearly three 
tons, which, on examination, was found to 
contain the perfect skeleton of a man, of 
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middle stature, having his teeth entire, 
also a great number of short nails, com- 
pletely oxidated and matled towether in 
pieces of hide, of which materials it is pro- 
bable a shield was formed. From the size 
and appearance of this coffin, and from the 
Circumstance of its being found near to 
a place known by the name of Battle Edve, 
it isc conjectured to have been deposited 
there afier the battle, recorded by many of 
our early historians to have been fought 
near Burford, about the middle of the 
eighth century, between Ethelwold, King 
of Mercia, and the West Saxon King 
Cuthbert. 


A Society has been fornied at Oxford, 
for the relief of distressed travellers and 
others, which merits general imitation 
through the Kingdom, it appears, that 
in the space of five months (viz. to Mi- 
chaelmas 1814,) three hundred and twenty- 
one persons (cxclusive of children) apphed 
for relief. Of this number twenty-three 
were rejected, after minute examination, 
as improper Gbiects ; nine of whom were 
committed as vagrants, either on account 
of disorderly conduct, or becatise they were 
convicted imp ostors, Of the remaining 
two lundred and 


-, cl. ¢ ’ 
Mic ty-ciglt, eC . riit Cases 


ere deemed to be of that description 
w pir called for extraordinary assistance, 
leaving two hundred and ninety persons. 
amonvg whom the sum of 141, 3s. Sd. was 
distributed. 


Some very important improvements have 
recently been intreduced into the art of 
Printing, by which both the press work is 
greatly facilitated, and rendered more ex. 
peditious as wellas perfect, and the mk is 
more equaliy and speedily distributed. 
This last has long been a great desidera- 
tum. 


GERMANY. 

In constructing a cause way in the county 
of Hont, an enormous sunt leton efa Mam- 
moth js said to have been discovered, and, 
at the same tine, the fossil tooth of an 
elephant. 


FRANCE. 
M. de Guignes, late French Resident in 
China, has pubtished his Chinese Freach 


and Latin Dietio mere the nuniber of 


charac ters i8 14,f . It was begun in 
ber t! caapiees of Bonaparte. 


LiST OF REW 


THEOLOGY. 

A Summary of the History of the Eng- 
lish Church, and of the Sects which have 
departed from its Communion; with 
Answers to cach Dissenting Body, relative 
to its pretended Grounds of Separation ; 
by Johnson Grant, M.A. of St. John’s 
College, Oxford. 2 vais. ovo. 14s. 

A Sermon preached in the Parish 
Churchof Sudbury St. Peter, July 7, 1514 ; 
byHenry Watts Wilkinson, M.A. Is. 

Devotional Exercises and mongers, for 
the Private Use of Reflecting and Sincere 
Christians; from the German of the Rev. 
(>. J. Zol iteober ; by the Rev. William 
Tooke, F.R.S. Sve. 12s. bds 

A Sermon preached at the Annual 
Meeting of the Northern Education So- 
ciety, August 31; by Jolin Birt, 8vo« 
Is. 6d. 

A Sermon, delivered @cptember 15, 
1814, at Dr. Collver’s Chapel, Peckham ; 
by W. Chapman. Is. 6d. 

‘The Sick-Muan’s | riend, containing Re- 
fections, Pravers, und Hymns, adapted to 
ie different Circumstances of the Sick ; 
hy the Rev. J. A. B. Fry, 12imo. 2s. 6d. 

{ Dictionary of Religious Opinions ; by 
William Jones, l2mo. 353. 6d. 


Diseccurses on Subsects chiefiy Pract). 


' 
; 
‘ 


hae . aan ' ~~ . 
» Fs artery A 2 &,%' Os 9 £01 25 


PUBLICATIONS 


A Sermon, never preached, but respect- 
fuliy addressed to both Houses of Parha- 


ment, Svo. 2s. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Studies in History, vol. I, containing 
the History of Rome from its earhiest 
Records, to the Death of Constantine, in 
a Series of Essays, with Reflections, &c. 
by ‘‘homas Morelli, St. Neot’s. 8vo. is. 
6d. boards. 

Practical Hints to Young Females, on 
the Duties of a Wife, a Mother, and a 
Mistress of a family ; by Mrs. Taylor, of 
Ongar, Author of “ Maternal Solicitude.” 
Foolscap 8vo. 3s. 

An interesting Collection of Scripture 
Prints, engraved from the Paintings of 
eminent Masters, by Mr. Freeman ; adapt- 
cd to illustrate Bibles, Common Prayers, 
and all works of Scripture History. 8vo. 
paper, ll. 1Is.; ditto, coloured, 2l. 2s. 4to. 
paper, Ib. 5s. ; ; ditto coloured, Ql. 10s. 


Vadisi Views of Public Edifices in 
Paris ; by Messrs. Segard and Testard, 
wuatinted in imitation of the Drawings ; 

ov Mr. Rosenberg, 4to. Il. Ils. 6d., plain ; 
¢ toured, 21. Qs. 

A Sketch of the United States of 
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North America, at the commencement of 
the nineteenth century, from 1800 to 1810; 
with Statistical Tables, and a new Map; 
by the Chevalier Felix de Beaujour; trans- 
lated by William Walton, Esq. 8vo. 16s. 

A general Description of Switzerland, 
according to the last Division in Nineteen 
Cantons, interspersed with Historical An- 
ecdotes, and Remarks on the Dress and 
Manners of the Inhabitants: illustrated by 
fifty coloured engravings of the Costume ; 
by an English Lady. 2 vols. royal 8vo, Sl. 
13s. 6d. 

The History of England, from the Nor- 
man Conquest to the Accession of Edward 
the First, in Two Parts. Part the First; 
comprising the Civil and Political History, 
Part the Second; containing the Literary 
History of England during that period ; by 
Sharon Turner, F.S.A. 410. il. 16s. 

A Statement of the karly Symptoms 
which lead to the Disease termed Water in 
the Brain, with Observations on the neces- 
sity of a watchful attention to them, and on 
the fatal consequences of their neglect, in 
aletterto Dr. Wall, of Oxford; by G.D. 
Yeates, M. D. of ‘Vrinitv Coilege, Oxtord ; 
and of the Royal-College of Physicians, 
London. 

Pathological Researches ; by J. R. Farre, 
M. D. royal dvo. 7s. 

The Abc wpatemy of the Brain, in 
Mamaana ilydeopbobia; with the Pathol- 
ogy of these two diseases, as collected from 
the Papers of the late Andrew Marshall, 
M.D. To whichis prefixed a Sketch of 
his Life; by S. Sawrey. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Report of the London Society for the 
Encouragement of faithful female Servants, 
instituted 1813. Gd. 

The Priater’s Job Price Book, contain. 
ing eighty-one ‘Fables of the Master-Prin- 
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workmanship. Also, a Table, shewing the 
quantity of paper to be given out for the re- 
spective sizes and numbers ; by Philip Rose 
and John Evans, master-printers in Bristol ; 
foolscap 8vo. 8s. 

A Table of Remarkable circumstances 
attending particular Numbers, from 1 to9 ; 
by Joseph Taylor. 

Time’s Telescope fur 1815. i2mo. 9s. 

Evening Amusements for the Year 1815 ; 
by William Frend, Esq.,M. A 12mo 8s. 

Charlemagne, ou lEglise  Delivrée, 
Poeme Epique, en Vingt-quatre Chants ; 
par Lucien Bonaparte, Membre de I’ Lnsti- 
tut de France, &c, &c. 2 vols. 4to. 41. 4s.; 
royal, 71. 7s. 

Roderick, the Last ofthe Goths, a Tragic 
Poem; by Robert Southey, Esq. Poet Lau- 
reate, and oe of the Royal Spanish 
Academy. 4to. 2) Qs. 

The Lord of the isles, a Poem, by Wal- 
ter Scott, Esq., 4to. Ql. Qs. 

Letters from Albion to a Friend on the 
Continent; written in the years 1810 to 
1815. 2 vols. 12mo. 14s. 

An Exposé on the Dissensions of Span- 
ish America, contsining an Account of the 
Origin and Progress of those fatal Differ- 
ences, &c. &e. by William Walton, Esq. 
Svo, 12s boards, 

A circumstantial Narrative of the Cam- 
pagn in Russia: cimbellished with Plans 
of the Battles of Moscow and Malo Jaros- 
lavitz; by Eugene Labaume. 8vo 10s. 6d. 

The Border Antiquities of England and 
scotland ; comprising Specimens of Archi- 
tecture and Sculpture, and other Vestiges 
of former Ages ; accompanied by Descrip- 
tions ; together with tlustrations of re- 
markable Incidents in Border History and 
Tradition; by Walter Scott, Esq. in impe- 
rial quarto, and medium = quarto, nine 


ter’s Charges to the Public, for various de- parts, containing fifty-four plates, and form- 
scriptions of Jobs, on paper of different ing the first volume ; medium quarto, 4b. 
qualities, with corresponding degrees of 14s. 6d. and imperial, 7i. 4s. 

—— 


GENEVA, 


‘Tur following is anextract from a letter 
lated at Geneva the 21st Dec. last. 

“ The great moral question of the Slave 
Trade, as connected with the proclaimed 
ntention of France for its continuation 





legree of interest. 


luring five years, excites here the highest 
When the religious 
wid enlightened mind of Louis XVIIL. is 

isidered, no doubt ouzhtto be entertain- 
d as to the solution in the negative; his 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


decision being anxiously looked for here, 
you may judge of the happy feelings created 
by the arrival of Mr. Wilbertorce’s Letter 
to Prince ‘Vaileyrand, Some transient 
clouds may have gone over Geneva during 

Voltaire’s residence here; but it is well 
known, that his detestable dectrine was 
always lamented, and strongly reprobated, 
by the respectable and larger part of its 
inhabitants. It was, therefore, to be ex- 
pected, that at this present great moment, 
Geneva, one of the first seminaries of Pro- 
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testantism,—Geneva, emerging from a 
state of slavery —Geneva, loudly and thank- 
fully acknowledging the hand of the Al- 
mighty in her deliverance,—should not re- 
main Silenton the subject of the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade ; a subject equally sa- 
cred to religion and humanity, 


‘It must, however, be evident to every 
one, that f.om its geographical situation, 
this litle State (now become of more po- 
litical weight from its being lately made 
one of the Swiss Cantons) could not with 
propriety prescn: a law prohibiting a trade 
in which it could have no direct concern : 
but some invitations from merchants in the 
French ports, having been whispered to a 
very few moneyed individuals at Geneva, to 

assist and partake in the supposed _prof- 
its of the execrable trade, the Great 
Council of this place, glowing with its 
own religious feelings, and additionally 
elevated by Mr. Wilberforce’s Letter 


(of which large parcels have been sent . 


hither from Panis, and greedily bought up,) 
have availed themselves of the present mo- 
ment, to manifest nen. con. their religious 
on rence of the traffic. They y have done 
it ina solemn, impressive manner, becoming 
the high situation in which the Church of 
Geneva stands, and ina manner which has 
for ever stamped the universal ane in of 
its inhabitants on the Si sale and pure! ise of 
their fellow-creatures.’ 


Nor is this the oly instance in which 
Geneva has shewn a marked respecttoward 
the British Nation. We learn from the 
same letter, that “very lately, some of our 
countrymen being there, and finding them- 
selves destitute ofa I laceof public worship, 
according to the rites of the Church of 
England, j joined with a few of the inhabi- 
tants in requesting of the Council the allot- 
ment of a buiiding for that purpose. Whe 
Council received the request with tokens 
of great satisfaction, and instantly granted 
it in a manner, and with expressions to- 
wards our Sovereign and nation, truly grati- 
fying. The Diploma under the Great Seal 
of Geneva was issued the next day by the 
Syndics, and presented by one of the Coun- 
cil in person; so that our countrymen re- 
sorting to that city, many of whom are on 
their first arrival deficient in the French 
language, may now finda place of worship, 
and a service intelligible to the ear, as well 
as accordant with the belief. At present, 
indeed, the benelit to be derived from this 
circumstance cepends very much on the 


casual presence of such English Divines as 
may be visiting Geneva in their travels, 
Hereafter, perhaps, as the English Con- 
gregation increases, it may be thought ad. 
visable to appoint a resident clergyman, and 
thus to give full cflect to the ‘Wheval and 
unprecedented grant of the Genevese 
Council.” 


An abstract of the Reports of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society having been 
published, and widely circulated in Geneva, 
it gave rise to the formation of a Bible So- 
ciety in that city. This event took place 
on the 31st of December, the day cn which, 
by a national feast and religious thanks- 
givines in their temples, the ‘Genevese cel- 
ebrated the first anniversary of their res- 
toration to liberty and independence. 
Another Bible Society has been formed, 
at Lausanne, for the whole of the Pays de 
Vaud. 


HE WALDENSES. 

A memoir respecting the Waldenses or 
Vaudois, who inhabit the vallevs of Pied- 
mont, “the result of observations made 
during a short residence amongst that in- 
teresting people, in the autuma of 1814,” 
has Saat been published by a respectable 
Clergyman of the Church of England. It 
is well known that the Waldenses were 
eminently our Redcemer’s witness, during 
the dark ages of the Church; and it is sup- 
pose d, ni ot without reason, that Wickliffe 
derived some portion of his light from them. 
The ancient history of this people is well 
known to the Christian studeat. The de- 
tails of their sufferings during the fifteenth, 
sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, have 
also been fully recorded Our author, 
therefore, jt tdicic usly confines himself 
to some brief sketches of their more recent 
history. The last dreadful persecution to 
which they were subjected, commenced in 
January 1686, A minister of the Valleys 
made the author a present of a manuscript 
relation of their suiferings at that period, 
the truth of which is attested by ten minis- 
ters assembled in Synod, on the 19th Octo- 
ber, 1716. From this manuscript he has ex- 
tracted whatever is materiai; omitting, 
however, the account of some refinements 
in cruelty of too horrid a descriptioa to be 
repeated. 


An edict having been issued, forbid- 
requiring 
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ministers banished, and their children bap- 
tized and educated in the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Valleys were attacked by the 
troops both of France and Savoy, The 
Vaudois made at first considerable resis- 
tance, but, deceived by a false promise that 
their persons and families should be safe, 
they threw themselves on the Duke of Sa- 
voy’s clemency. This, however, proved no 
security. The author details various cru- 
elties which were exercised on these faith- 
ful followers of the Lord. Of these we 
shall mention only two instances. 


‘s Daniel Moudon, elder of the church of 
Nora, after seeing his two sons beheaded, 
the wife and child of the one, and the two 
children of the other, massacred, was com- 
pelled to carry the heads of his sons upon 
his shoulders, to walk two hours barefoot- 
ed, and was afterwards hanged. 


‘M. Leydet, Minister of Pral, hid him- . 


self in caves, but was at length taken, and 
conveyed to Luzerne, to the palace of the 
Marquis D’Angrogne, where the Duke of 
Savoy was also atthe same time. He was 
imprisoned and fed on bread and water; 
and, in addition to other hardships, was 
constantly assailed by the monks, over 
whom he as constantly triumphed in argu- 
ment. When threatened with death if 
he did not abjure his faith, he replied, 
that he could not be justly put to death, 
since he was not armed when taken prison- 
er; besides, the Duke of Savoy had pro- 
mised a pardon to all his subjects: * Stull,’ 
said he, ‘1 am ready to die for the name of 
Jesus Christ.’ His example and exhortations 
exceedingly fortified his fellow prisoners. 
When the sentence of death was pronounc- 
ed, he heard it with Christian resignation, 
Although he begged to be left alone,in order 
to pray with freedom, the monks still ha- 
rassed him with disputes till the time of 
execution, which took place at Fort St. 
Michel, arrived. On quitting the prison, 
he said ‘it was a day of double delive- 
rance; that of his body from captivity, and 
ihat of his soul from imprisonment in the 
body; for he cherished the expectation of 
partaking shortly in full liberty of the joys 
of the blessed” At the foot of the scatlold 
he prayed in a manner that very much ai- 
fected the bystanders, and on the ladder 
said, * My God, into thy hands 1 commend 
my spirit?—A martyr worthy of the best 
ares of the church of Christ! Even his 
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enemies were compelled to admit that he 
died like a saint.” 


About fifteen thousand men, women, 
and children, why had thrown themselves 
onthe Duke’s clemency, were confined for 
about nine months in fourteen castles in 
Piedmont, with a scanty allowance of un- 
wholesome bread and water. They lay on 
brick or rotten straw, and in such crowds 
that the air was infected: eight thousand 
died in consequence of these barbarities. 
Most of the survivers were permitted to 
return to Switzerland, after threatenings 
and ‘allurements had been tried, for the 
most partin vain, to induce them to for- 
sake their religion. Those who did apos- 
tatize, did not regain their possessions, but 
were conveyed to a distant province. In 
many cases, however, the children were 
not permitted to accompany their parents 
to Switzerland, but were taken away and 
dispersed in Piedmont. Their pastors 
were also removed from them, and eighty 
men were forced to work in chains for 
three years in the citadel of Turin. Even 
those who were allowed to seek refuge in 
Switzerland endured great hardships. They 
were made to travel in the severest wea- 
ther. Numbers died on the way, whom 
their friends were not even permitted to re- 
main and bury. Women were seen lying 
in the snow, with their infants still in their 
arms. Many expired at the very gates of 
Geneva. ‘These wretched exiles, while 
they remained in Switzerland, were sup- 
ported by the charitable contributions of 
the English and Dutch. Most of them af- 
terwards obtained grounds in Wirtemberg, 
Dourlach, Hesse Darmstadt, and Hanau, 
where they established fourteen churches, 
and where seven ministers and school-mas- 
ters were supported by our King William. 


In 1689, a pariy of from six to nine hun- 
dred of the exiles, who remained in Swit- 
zerland, joined by about three hundred 
French exiles, resolved to return and re- 
occupy their native Valleys. On the night 
ofthe 17th of August, they crossed the 
lake of Geneva and landed in Savoy, and 
thence forced their way, at the point of the 
sword, over Mount Cenis, till they arrived 
at Guigon, a hamlet annexed to Pral, 
where they engaged in worship, singing 
the cxxixth Psalm, their Colonel and 
Pastor Arnaud preaching tothem. Here 
they maintained themselves, displaying on 
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all occasions extraordinary valour, but 
exhibiting more of the martial than of the 


evangelic spirit, ll at iength the Duke of 


Savoy was imduced to conclude a peace 
with them, and to permit the return of 
their wives and children. Hence the ori- 
gin of the present race of Waldenses, a 
population of seventeen thousand souls. 
Subsequently to their return, they were 
long subjected to many hardsimps. They 
were compelled to desist from work on the 
Romish festivals, and forbidden to practice 
physic or surgery,or to purchase land; 
and their children were often taken from 
them, to be educated in the Catholic faith. 


The Vaudois inhabit the three Valleys 
of Lazerne, La Perouse, and St. Martin, 
containing thirteen parishes or communau- 
tes. Their grounds were formeriy more 
extensive ; but they have been dispossessed 
of them; and these three Vajleys have 
been left to them rather as places of exile 
than of enjoyment. With the exception of 
afew spots, it is by dint of hard labour that 
the barren soil of the sides of the moun- 
tains yields the means of subsistence. The 
principal diet is black wheat, potatoes, 
cow’s or goat’s milk, and ciiesnuts. The 
roads wind through rocks, where the noise 
of the rushing torrent is generally heard ; 
and sometimes the dreadful avalanche 
overwhelms the traveller, or buries a family 
in their cottage. 


The Vaudois preserve from their fore- 
fathers a sincere respect for pure and un- 
defiled religion, Public worship is gene- 
rally attended ; and on the day of celebrat- 
ing ihe Lord’s Supper, the church was full, 
and the behaviour of the communicants 
solemn and pleasing. It is usual, on the 
winter evenings, tur several families to 
meet togetier to unite in religious exer 
cises. 


Notwithstanding the persecutions they 
have endured, they are foyal subjects. 
They rejoiced in the recent resioration of 
the King of Sardinia; and when at a for- 
mer period Louis XiV. invaded Turin, 
Victor Amadeus If. took refuge among 
them, and remained secure till relieved by 
Prince Eugene. They are also «an honest 
pecple. While the country near them is 
infested by robbers, thev devote them- 
selves to useful labour. Shevshew evena 
generous disintercstedness, refusing Te. 
wards for the services they render to 


' 


strangers, and exercisiig hospitality as 


+? 





they received instead of conierring a favour. 
Ifone is iti, the neighbours cheerfully ang 
gratuitously sit up at night in the sick 
chamber; andthere is even astrife among 
them who shail pay the first and greatest 
attentions, ifapoorman has met with an 
accident, a collection is often made for him. 
Nor do they contine their benevolence to 
ther own sect, but are ready, from their 
scaniy means, to relieve their Catholic 
brethren also. Their respect and grateful 
attachment to the English is remarkable, 
The Engish they regard as their best 
friends ; their chief resource in difficulty . 
and it is to the British Minister they have 
now confided their interests at the Congress 
of Vienna, “1 was forcibly struck,” says 
the author, “with the remark of the 
amiabie wite of one of their ministers, who 
told me that they made a point of instilling 
into their children respect and esteem for 
the English, from the very dawn of reason 
in their minds.” 


Their manners are in general very cor. 
rect, though of late injured by the necessa- 
ry communication with the French, Their 
great amusements are firing at a mark, 
with aview to become skilful marksmen ; 
and dancing. This last exercise was pro- 
hibited in 1711 by the Synod, but the pro- 
hibition was not attended to. 


Their schools were once flourishing. 
About 500/. sterling were annually sent 
from Holland for the support of fifteen 
great, ninety little or winter, and two Latin 
schooler, and for relieving disabled minis- 
ters and widows of ministers.—Since the 
vear 1810, however, only 100/. a year has 
been received from this source. The 
schools have therefore fallen into decay. 
With the exception of the Latin schools, 
indeed, they still exist; but barely exist. 
Our Queen Mary had also granted pensions 
to thirteen scloolmasters; but since 1797 
this resource has aiso failed. Each of the 
thirteen parishes has a minister; and to 
each of them several hamlets are annexed, 
in which there are also churches. Queen 
Mary established a grant of 2U/. annually 
to each pastor; but of this nothing has 
been received since 1797. Besides this, 


there is an annual payment, the product of 


a collection made in Eagiand about forty 
years aro, which has been regularly 
received; and from witch the ministers 
widows of ministers derive 


™ 


and the 


come assistance From. the failure of 
¢ 


the Roval grant, however, several of 
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the ministers (some of them men of laste 


and learning,) and also of the widuws of 


ministers, are reduced to very narrow and 

ven distressed circuinstances, ‘Pie Swiss 
Cantons formerly assisted in the education 
of candidates for the ministr y amon them, 
which was conducted at Geneva and Lau- 
sanne; but it is waneniks whether the 
same aid will be continued. They have 
lately erecied two new churches ; one of 
wich had been destroyed by an earth. 
quake, and the other by hostile hands. In 
tis they were aided by the United Bre- 
thren, and some friends at Turin, - the 
ancient Waldeases were Episcopalians. At 
present a moderator is chosen, who pre- 
sides over their little Synod. Each chureh 
lias a deacon, who attends to charitable 
objects, and several elders ; but thew dis- 
cipline ts less per fect than formerly. The 
Lituegy used in their churches is that of 
Neufchutel. The festivals they observe 
are, Christmas, Easter, Ascension, and 
Pentecost. 


The Waldenses are clearly in want of 
pecuniary aid; and it cannot be supposed, 
observes the author feelingly, that a people 
“s0 eminently protected by us in the eigt- 
teenth, will be neglected by us in the mine- 
teenth, century. bere was atime when 
the Waldenses did not so much receive as 
inpart benefits. Their college of Angrozne 
seat forth zealous migstonaries to convey 
pure religious kn: »wledge to several parts 
of Europe, then involved in ignorance and 
superstition They were, incleed, accord. 
ing to the imp: rt of their armorial bear- 
ings, a light shining amidst thick dark- 
ness.* If, in these latter days, some- 
thing of the ancient splendour of their piety 
should, through Divine grace, re-appear, 
those Christians wall vga reason to esteem 
themselves very happy, » by ther gene- 
rous efforts, may a in some degree hon. 
oured as instruments of the revival. It is 
unquestionably the duty of jolene to en- 
deavour to promote, and to pray forsuch a 
revival of vital piety in churches once re- 
nowned, as well as the diffusion of Divine 
Trath among the heathen.’ 


“If he adds, **instead of seeing the 





*<*Lux in tenebris:” the arms of the 
town of Luzerne, which once belonged to 
them. 


Christ, Observ. No. 157. 
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condition of the Waldenses through the 
medium of this imperfect Memoir, British 
Curistians found themselves actualiy in the 
Vaileys, and, helding a history of the Vau- 
dois im thew hands, cast the eye around 
spots consecrated by the sutterings of so 
many disciples of the Lord Jesus, they 
would be filled with esteem for the people, 
wid a desire to promote their happiness. 
The evening before L quitted them, a soli- 
tary walk afforded me full scope to indulge 
such a train of feclings:—a sacred luxury 
it may be weii termed, since the sensations 
of delight were reatly such as neither the 
treasures of art deposited in the Louvre, 
nor the stupeuduus views of nature ut cold- 
ed in the Cantons of Switzerland, iad pos- 
sessed in an equal degree the magic to 
impart. All around seemed to have a ten- 
dency to fuster the disposition :—a torrent 
rushed by on the left; the evening was so 
mild, that the leaves scarcely stirred; and 
the summits of the mountains, behind 
which the sun had just set, appeared lite- 
rally above the clouds. ‘he emotions pro- 
duced by the scenery and recollections as- 
sociated with it, will net be soon effaced: 
itmight be the last time I should see those 
mountains, which had been so often the 
refuge of the oppressed—ihose churches 
where the doctrines ofthe Gospel had been 
om long and so faithfully maintained—and 

those friends, f frum whom a stranger froma 
oa land had received so many proofs of 
allectionate regard! Full of such thougits 
as I walked along, 1 arrived at lengtl at 
the house of one of the pastors, to pass the 
night. ‘The next day he accompanied me 
tothe limits of his parish, on the Coil de 
Croix, which separates Piedmont from 
Dauphine. The walk being long and te- 
dious, he had brought bread and a flagon 
of wine, and observed, as he gave me the 
refreshment, it was ‘une espece de com- 
munionw—might be almost considered a 
sort. of communion. We then parted, 
with expressions of Christian esteem, and, 
descending the other side of the mountain, 
1 soon lost sight of the lands belonging to 
the Vaudois—descendants of a class of 
men who were, for a series of ages, ‘ des- 
titute, afficted, tormented ;? but ‘of whom 
the world was not worthy 99 


The author states, that a Committee will 
shortly be formed, and a treasurer appoint- 
ed for managing any sums of money that 
may be entrusted to them for the Vaudois ; 
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and should any profits arise from the sale 
of his publication, they will be devoted to 
the same object. The Memoir is pub- 


lished by Hatchard, and well deserves the 
attention of our Christian readers. 


| 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


‘uz present month has been remarkably 
sterile ofevents. ‘he Congress at V1ieN- 
NA, to which the eyes of Europe are at 
present anxiously directed, still continues 
its labours; but we are ‘eft in utter igno- 
rance respecting either the nature of the 
discussions which are passing there, or 
their probable result. Conjecture and ru- 
mour are indeed very busy, and each con- 


tinental mail is fraught with fresh tales of 


quarrel or conciliation, of demand or re- 
fusal, of renewed hostility or universal har- 
mony. We see no ground for giving the 
smallest credence to these varying reports. 
They are evidently fabricated to amuse the 
public, or to serve some sinister end. 


In Spaiw the persecution of the patriots 
continues with unabated rigour, and the 
state of the country is represented as crili- 
cal and alarming. We can hardly regret 
any crisis which shall issue in the ove 
throw of the Inquisition, andin the punish- 
ment of perfidy so black as has been shewn 
towards those noble and galignt men, who 
achieved the independence of the Peninsu- 
la, and, in evi] hour for themselves and tor 
Spain, effected the restoration of Ferd- 
nand VII. Bonaparte, by the single act 
of preserving, and at length liberating, 
that Prince, has amply avenged himself on 
the Spanish Nation. 


The Legislative Assemblies of France 
have been prorogued to the Ist of May. 
The 2ist instant, the anniversary of the 
murder of Louis XVI. has been observed 
as a day of general mourning, and religious 
humiliation in Paris, and we eho in 
other parts of France.—The bigotry of the 
Romish priesthood in refusing the usual 
rites of sé epulture to atragic actress of em- 
inence, who lately died at Paris, had nearly 
produced a formidable commotion in that 
city. The seasonable interference of the 
Government, in overruling the determina. 
tion of the Church, quieted the tumult, and 
prevented the threatened expl S100 —A 
plan is said to have been adopted for found- 
ing a free French Colony in Africa, on the 


model of Sierra Leone. Such a plan must 
necessarily terminate in disaster and fai. 
lure, if it be not accompanied by the Aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade. What the French 
Government will now do in respect to this 
great measure, it is impossible to say ; but 
as they must be fully convinced, by the in. 
formation recently received, of the imprac- 
ticability of re-establishing the plantations 
of St. Domingo, they may possibly be more 
accessible to solicitation on this point. 


We are happy to understand that in the 
Treaty with the Un1TEp Stares, there 
's a stipulation binding both countries todo 
all in their power to abolish the slave trade 
universally.—No fresh events of moment 
have occurred on the Western side of the 
Atlanuic. The very great difficulty, how- 
ever, which is experienced in raising 
money, and the growing discontent of the 
Fastern States, aflord a strong pledge for 
the ratification by Mr. Madison of the 
‘Treaty of Ghent. 


Hayti is almost the only part of the 
world which has furnished any thing very 
interesting in the way of news, curing the 
present month. We formerly stated, that 
M. Malou t, the Minister of the Colonies, 
had sent over to Hayti, before his death, 
three Commissioners for the avowed pur- 
pese of ubtaining and transmitting to Go- 
vernment, information respecting its state 
and the disposition of its chiefs. They ar- 
rived in Jamaica in the month of August. 
On the 6th cf September, the Chief of the 
Mission, M. Dauxion Lav aysse, addrcssed 
a letter to the President Petion, in which 
he endeavoured to allure Lim, in « manner, 
however, but if} adapted to the end he had 
In view, 
Louis ZVilL On the Ist of October, he 
addressed to Christophe, a letter of a very 
different description, forming a strange 
mixture of stupid flattery, and stil] more 
stupid intimidation. He threatens him with 
the united force of Europe, if he refuses to 
proclaim Louis ZViEl. Great Britain, ix 
affirms, is the soul of the confederacy, 


to acknowledve the authority of 





I 


wl 
re 
re: 
hi: 
of 
Fr 
tli 
ve 
tro 
thre 
no 


of 
sit 
ed 


rec 
Ru 
ge 
his 
for 
wh 
kn 
Lo 





2 





































lle 
li- 
ch 
11s 
ut 


iC- 
nS 
re 


he 
re 
do 
ide 
ent 
the 
We 
ing 
the 
for 


the 








1815. 


which has been formed to overturn every 
revolutionary Government, and among the 
rest thatuf Hayti, should he be so blind to 
his interests as not to yield to the invitations 
of that monarch. The slaves which the 
French are at this moment purchasing on 
the coast of Africa, he adds, will be con- 
verted into soldiers for the purpose of des- 
troying the refractory, He intimates at 
the same time, that Christophe is too Wise 
not to prefer becoming a great lord anda 
general officer, under ihe great sovereign 
of France, to continuing in the precarivus 
situation of the chief of a number of revolt- 
ed slaves. Ihe letter is full of the grossest 
misstatements of fact, im respect to the 
recent events which lave taken place in 
Europe, and abundantly proves the entire 
ignorance of M. Dauxion Lavaysse, and of 
his masier Majouet, as to tle state of in- 
formation in Fhayti, Every occurrence 
which takes place in Europe is as fully 
known there as it is on the Exchange of 
London, 


This foolish and impolitic proceeding has 
had precisely the issue wiuch nmught aave 
been expected. Of the course pursued 
by Petuon, va the occasion, we only Know in 
general, that he has turned a deat ear to 
ali the solicitations of M.Dauxion Lavaysse, 
who repaired himseif to Port au Prince. 
There he was almost immediatety taken 
ill; and he sail continued so ill at the dace 
of the last despatches, as to be imcapalile 
of attending to busmess. This etiassary 
appears to have oeen a member of the 
Committee of Public Safety, under Robes- 
pierre ; acircumstance which was knowa 
to the Hayuans, and which was by no 
means calculated to inspire them with con- 
fidence in his intentions. 


We have received much more ample de- 
tails from Cape Francois. Christophe, on 
receiving the letter of Dauxion Lavaysse, 
summoned a Genera! Council of the nation, 
to whom it was submitted, together with a 
copy of the same person’s letter to Petion. 
The Council usanimousiy voted an address 
to the king couched in very energetic 
terms * The most abominable of tyrants,” 
they observe, “when they have wished to 
impose their oppressive yoke on the peo- 
ple, have employed treachery, and have 
covered their criminal purposes under 
some specious pretexts; but the envoy of 
the king of the French has impudently dis- 
pensed with all disguise. He has dared 
to propose to a free peopie, the alternative 
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of slavery or death.’ ‘And to whom do 
they dare thus to speak of master and 
slave ? Tous,a people” free and indepen- 
dent; to warriors covered wit! noble 
wounds, gained in the field of honour, who 
have destroy ed, to their very roots, ancient 
prejudices and slavery ; to those warriors 
who, in a thousand combats, have made so 
many of these barbarous colonists bite the 
dust ; the residue of whom, escaped from 
our vengeance, Now dare to speak of res- 
toring their abhorred system, which we 
have pros¢ribed for ever.? The conduct 
pursued by the French shews that they 
place us beyond the pale of nations ; for to 
what other people on earth would they dare 
to propose conditions so vile and degrad- 
ing? They contemn us; they are so im- 
pressed with the idea of our stupidity, as to 
suppose, that we want the ordinary instinct 
Which actuates animals to seck their own 
preservation. Is it in return for the bene- 
fits we have received trom the French, that 
we are now to resume the chains of slave- 
ry? Is it fora sovereign, who is wholly 
unknown to us, who has never done any 
thing for us, and in whose name we are 
insulted, that we should now change our 
state? is it to be delivered anew to tor- 
ture, orto be devoured by dogs, that we 
are to renounce the truit of twenty-five 
years ©f battles and blood? big have 
we stillin common with this people ? We 
have broken every tie which bound us to 
them. We have now no pomts of union 
withthe French, who have sever ceased to 
persecute us, and whom we abhor. Why 
then must we be condemned to groan under 
their oppressive yoke?” ‘ We desire to 
be free and independent, and ever shall be 
so in spite of tyrants.” [fit were a ques- 
tion, they observe, whether they should 
prefer the renunciation of freedom, or ex- 
termination, they would unanimously em- 
brace thelatter alternative. Butno: they 
Say, that is impossible: ** Hayti will be 
invincible. The justice of her cause will 
enable her to triumph over all obstacles.” 
They conclude with offering their arms, 
their lives, their property to the service of 
their king, their country, their liberty, their 
independence. 


The same packet which brought us this 
account, brought over also to this country 
several very able Haytian publications. 
One of these is a refutation of the calum- 
nies of M. Malouet, against the negro race, 
and of that minister’s defence of the colo- 
nial system ;—another, a refutation of the 
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Jetter of Dauxion Lavaysse ; both written 
by Le Chevalier Prezeau, Secretary of 
Christophe. These works manifest not 
only a thorough knowledge of the particu- 
lar questions at issue, but much general 


information, and great acuteness of intel- 
lect. “1 cen "ihe says, ‘in the 
course of your Jetier, that one of vour great 


rate distrust between us 
and the brave and loyal British Nation, by 
threatening us with the co-operat ther 
arms against us. But wrens — ry one 
moment persuade yourself that we should 
be the dupes of your p> ert fly ma ils 

when in the p 


aa hhic ints We Withess al 
! er ; 
the efforts wv hic hi 


objects 1 is to gene 


On Oo 


t’ hood, 


i 
the English Government 


and the virtuors Ohilanthropisis ot that na- 


{ 
tion have peen making in ourtavour ? Lean, 
moreover, assure vou, that we have various 


extra-ofiicisi documents, which prove to us 
that the views of the powers of Europe to- 
wards us are very remote indeed fre mi those 
you would assign to them, Far from hav- 
ing gained your end, see what you have in 
efiect done. You have thrown light on our 
course. You have given us new 
for attaching ourselves to the great 
Nation, 
against you, 
nal SK he: mes.’ 


motives 
Oritesh 


atic new grounds of exveeration 


and for distrusting crime 


? 


Vour 


A General! who was attached to 


the Mission of Denxton Lav aysse, \' as sent 
by him to Cape Francois, to conduct the 
neroulation with Christophe He 
there recognised as a who had 
served in the army of 


Wecina As 


Was 
pt i here | 
Voussaint Louver. 
ture,and who having heen entrusted with 
an important post, betraved it to the 
French force under Le Clere. On this 
account, and because he was also without 


GREAT BR 


THe dull uniformity of our domestic his- 
tory has been relieved only by the exten- 
sion and modification of the Order of the 


Bath, so asto embrace agreat number of 


meritorious naval and militars ofiicers— 
and the death of that noted imposter, Joan- 
na Seuthcott. We have hitherto averded any 
reference to that unhappy woman or her 
Geluded followers, feeling that it was a 
case equally beyond the reach of reason 
and ridicule. The bubble, however, is at 
length burst. 

ag 
tected; and the folly of those who counte- 
nanced it has been exposed, even to their 


own conviction, by one to whose arguments 


Public Affairs—Great Britain: Joanna Southcott. 


Her imposture has been de. 


[ Jan. 


any credentials from the French Govern. 
ment, he was arrested, and his papers 
seized. From these papers it appeared 
that his real mission, which he pretended 
to be wholly pacific, was to excite discord 
and insurrection among the Haytians. It 
is therefore intended to bring lium to trial 
aS aspy. 

We are happy to observe that the king 
of France has formally and officially dis- 
elaiined any participation in the preceed. 
ings of MM, Dauxi ‘on Lavaysse. His mis. 
sion 18 stated to have been directed to the 
single point of procuring information to 
guide the deliberations of the French go- 
vernment. The tone adopted, therefore, in 
his jetters to the Haytran Chiefs is wholly 
lisavewed. Weare glad of this, for the 
King’s ownsake. But knowing the charac- 
ter of M. Malouet, we can have no doubt 
that the conduct of the agents has been 
conceived in the spirit of their emplovers’ 

tions. It has, however, as 


secret instruc 
judge, been @ very fortunate 


faras We can 
circumstance for the cause of hero free- 
instructions were framed 
vith such entire lt hasextinguish- 
ed for ever ained by the 
Colonists of regaining their ancient footing 
in St, Domiseo. It has confirmed the 
liberty and independence of Layts. 


dom that these 
fatty 


he hopes entert 


The President Vetion has testified his 
gratitude to Great Britain, for the ardour 
with whieh has espoused the cause of 
the African race, by reducing the rate of 
duties on British merchandise imported 
into his dominions to five per cent, instead 
often per cent. which is the rate levied on 
the goods of ali other countries, 


' 
he 
eves 


MAIN. 


there is no repiy. They have been driven 
from this refuge of les; but doubtless the 
same blind credulity and drivelling folly 
which led them to enrol themselves in 
the list of Joanna Southeott’s followers 
will make them fit dupes ofthe first pre- 


tender to supernatural revelation who 
muy assume the same confident tone, 
and dencunce on all that is superior in 
rank and station the vengeance of Hea 
ven. A Brothers and a Southcott have 
had their dav; and it is not a little 
remarkable thet, with few exceptions, 
the followers of the former have been 


the most devoted disciples of the latter, 
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We wait to see to what new prophet they 
will now attach themselves; persuaded 
that, in their present state of mind, they 
will build their faith on any rather than on 
Him who is “the way, the truth, and 
the life,’ and who requires that we 
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should ‘be born again,” deny our- 
selves,” and “crucify the world and 
the flesh,’ if we would be numbered 
among his followers. 

Parliament will re assemble on the 9th 
of February. 


a meen 
——— 


OBITUARY. 


To the E litor of the Christian Observer. 


In sending you the following ac- 
count, | feel that [ am only paying 
a debt of justice to him who is the 
subject of it, to the cause which 
he was made the honoured instru- 
ment of supporting, and to the 
Christian world to whom such a 
character cannot but be dear. 

On Sunday, Sept. 25th, 1814, 
died, in the midst of his vigour as 
aman, and of his usefulness as a 
minister, the Rev. Jonn Grunpy 
THompson, MM. A., for six years 
Curate of White Roothing, [Essex ; 
his death was occasioned by the 
rapid increase of internal inflam. 
mauon terminating in the thrush, 
which suddenly removed him heuce 
after only a lew days’ confinement, 
and only two or three of apprehen- 
sion and alarm.  Ifis loss has made 
a breach, beth in the parish and 
neighourhood, which cannot be 
easily repaired. The influence of 
his character was felt throughout 
the whole of the surrounding circle, 
as was amply testified by the re- 
spect shewn at his tuneral, but 
more especially on the following 
day, when his funeral sermon was 
attended not oniy by an overflow- 
ing church and a crowded porch, 
but also by a permanent tribute of 
respect to his memory ; an ample 
fund having been subscribed to 
transmit to posterity, by means of 
a tablet in the church which was 
the scene of his Jabours, some re- 
cord of the virtues and graces which 
distinguished him. 

The particulars of his life are not 
unlike those of many other faithful 
Chrisuans. After receiving his ed- 
ucation at school, he was remoyed 


to Cambridge, with the view of 
qualifying himself to become a min- 
ister of the Established Church. 
Here, instead of devoting himself 
to the studies peculiar to the uni- 
versity, he occupied himself in 
reading the sermons of our divines, 
from King William’s days to the 
present time; and he afterwards 
used to lament the time which he 
might more profitably have devoted 
to the perusal of those of an earlier 
period and of a more decidedly 
evangelical character, or to the 
study of the sacred Scriptures. He 
read much. but he acquired little 
sound knowledge; and he left col- 
lege alter taking his Bachelor’s de- 
sree, With a deep Impression, indeed, 
that seriousness and sobriety became 
the ministerial character, but with 
views of divinity lamentably defi- 
clent, confused, and erroneous. In 
this state, with very imperfect no- 
tions, it nay be presumed, of the 
awtul responsibility which had de. 
volved on him, he entered into holy 
orders. 

In the year 1800, he came to Cam- 
bridge, tor the purpose of taking his 
Muaster’s degree, where the writer 
of this account, who had been brought 
there by a similar Intention, met him, 
Thad knowna little of him while we 
were undergraduates, having occa- 
sionally seen him in the society of a 
common friend: by means of the 
same friend, we were now again 
brought together. As we were 
walking In the streets of Cambridge, 
I took occasion to remark, that we 
who had undertaken the minisiry, 
had in general but very inadequate 
views of the importance of the ob- 
ligations Imposed on us; and that 
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from the little experience I had had, 
whatever the truth might be, many 
of us appeared to be in error. I 
had at that time been about three 
years in acuracy,and about a moath 
before had visited a clergyman in 
the neighbourhood, whose views I 
found to be very different from my 
own; andl left him with the im- 
pression, that whether he was right 
or not, (and I could not deny tiat 
he made his case out fairly by the 
Scriptures,) one thing was plain, I 
was certainly wrong. This per- 
suasion [ imparted to my dear de- 
ceased friend. It was all I then 
knew, and the hint was not lost on 
him. He never forgot this conver. 
sation: from it he dated the first 
rise of real seriousness in his heart; 
and when we were brought into 
closer intercourse in after-life, he 
frequently mentioned it with piea- 
sure and gratitude. Indeed, it was 
only a month before his decease, 
(hittle did I then apprehend it was 
the last time I shouid see him on 
this side the grave!) while we were 
conversing on the mercies ef God 
in our social circle, that he dweit 
on this circumstance with thankful. 
ness and praise to God. 

Aud here let me pause for a mo. 
ment, to admire the mercy of God 
which overrules such apparently 
weak means to the production of su 
much good. An unpremeditated 
word falling from tise lips of some 
trifler, is improved to the conver- 
sion of a minister of the Gospel, 
and through him, perhaps, to the 
conversion of thousands; the vrace 
which was found in him flowing to 
his converts, and through them 
perhaps to their children and neigh. 
bours to a remote posterity. 

His thoughts having been thus 
called to the subject, Mr. Thomp- 
son soon saw the inconsistency of 
his general course of conduct with 
his obligations as a clergyman: 
and as these convictions were 
strengthened by reflection, the pow- 
er of religion gradually increased ; 
new habits and sentiments were 
induced ; new principles were im- 
planted ; his former prejudices 


gave way ; and the light of Divine 
Truth shone more and more into 
his mind. As we were at a distance 
from each other during the early 
years of this change, I can only 
speak of his progress in general 
terms, aS it was indicated by our 
correspondence. I parted witn him 
at Cambridge without any expec- 
tation of meeting nim again; but 
in the course of a year he avail. 
ed himself of a slight occasion of 
commencing a correspondence with 
me, which was continued, and soon 
became interesting. His views of 
religion, like my own, were still 
very imperfect and confused; but 
what we knew we freely imparted 
to each otier, 

Thus passed the intermediate 
years, ull the opening of 1808, 
when a lectureship in the populous 
town In which he resided became 
vacant. It was in the gift of one ot 
the London Companies: he came 
to town, therefore, to canvass for it, 
and resided with me during this 
hurried season. While he was sit- 
ling with me, the vacancy of White 
Roothing was announced. It im- 
mediately occurred to him, that now 
we might come together; and that 
he might be my curate. Obstacles, 
however, interposed atthe time an 
effectual barrier to this design ; and 
he quitted town, having equally re- 
linquished all views of succeeding 
in his application for the lecture- 
ship, or of commencing a more 
Intimale connection with me. 

Nearly half a year had been con- 
sumed in inquiries and treaties on 
my part for a suitable curate, but 
without effect; uli at length, hav- 
ing mentioned my difficulty to Mr. 
Lhompson, in the course of our 
correspondence, he appointed to 
meet me at White Roothing ; when 
he decided on accepting the curacy. 
I bless God tor ail the mercies 
which have been the result of 
that determination, to ourselves, as 
well as to the parish and neighbour- 
hood. Six years have elapsed since 
that time, and I only express 
the general sentiment, when I says 
that he has been a blessing to the 
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whole circle over which his influ- 
ence extended. A spirit of peace, 
and conciliation, and love, character. 
ised his public as well as his pri- 
vate life. It was the constant obser- 
vation of those who visited him ; 
« Whata savour of love and godli- 
ness seems to mark this happy place !” 
J have known persons who have said, 
that they never left his company with- 
oul some spiritual improvement. For 
myself, I seldom returned from my 
periodical visits to him, without a 
deeper impression of the excellence 
of heavenly things, a deeper Convic- 
tion of the blessedness of a life of 
faith, and of the necessary efficacy of 
Christian principles to produce what 
was lovely, attractive, and desira- 
ble in human conduct. His faraily 
was admitted by all, to be a family 
of unity, peace, love, and holy fel- 
lowship. 

But there will be no room to won- 
der at this constant exercise of love 
in his outward conduct, if we consi- 
der the deep-wroucht spirituality of 
his mind. IL have known few men 
so well; but I never knew any who 
seemed to walk more closely with 
God. He had deep and abiding 
views of the mercy of God in Christ ; 
of his free favour, unmerited love, 
and boundiess compassion to every 
penitent sinner: and as this was the 
subject on which he loved to dwell, 
both in and out of the pulpit, so it 
was evidently that by which his own 
soul was constantly animated and 
supported. I have known him in 
difficulties, but they were no difficul- 
ties to him: they would have ap- 
palled most men, but they only serv- 
ed to unite him more closciy to his 
Grod 3 and though I have sometimes 
attributed this confidence, in some 
measure, to constitutional, hardihood 
of character, yet this was so temper- 
ed by Christian meekness, that on a 
closer Inspection I was convinced it 
was the effort of faith, not of animal 
courage. A sense of redeeming 
mercy, experienced in his own soul, 
Was evidently the main spring of his 
holy obedience, And as the love of 
God to sinners was the leading topic 
of his ministry and of his conversa- 
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tion, it was as evidently the source 
of his own consolation and joy. The 
spirit, the subject, and the end of 
his conversation was Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, to-cay, and for 
ever. 

My dear friend published but little : 
a sermon, preached at the Visitation 
of the Clergy at Grantham, about 
eight years since, and two pamphlets 
in defence of the Bible Society, which 
were probably of use in silencing the 
opposition nude to it in that quarter 
in which he lived, and which are dis- 
tinguished both by the force of their 
arguments, and by a delicate regard 
for the feelings and a sincere desire 
for the conviction of his opponent. 
‘ His death was answerable to his 
life, though it afforded, from the ra- 
pidity of its advance, but little oppor- 
tunity for the display of his princi. 
ples. It was remarked, however, by 
those who knew him, and attended 
him in his sickness, that his pecu- 
liarly strong views of the Divine 
mercy to him as 2 sinner, upheld 
him to the last. He trusted that 
God would do with him whatever he 
saw best. His tranquillity was not, 
apparently, interrupted for a moment 
by any anxiety as to a provision for 
his widow and seven children: he 
left these his dearest earthly bless- 
ings, as he left himself, simply to the 
disposal of the divine goodness and 
love. He often blessed God aloud, 
that he had not then a God to seek. 
He remarked, that during the short 
time of his rapidly progressive ill. 
ness, he had enjoyed more of the 
presence of God than he had ever 
done before: and about an hour and 
a half before his death, when the in- 
creasing symptoms gave no hope of 
his recovery, he said to a friend, that 
he had no doubt that all was well as 
to his best interests: and not long 
before his death, as the difficulty of 
respiration arose almost to suffoca- 
tiou, he observed calmiy, to the phy- 
sician who attended him, that this 
could not last Jong. He soon after 
expired, continuing collected and 
sensible to the last. 

To ail human appearance, it was 
more probable that the affection of 
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the curate should have recorded the 
deatn of the rector; rather than that 
the rector should be called on to 


pay this tribute to the memory ot 


his curate; the one bemg weekly 
and disabied, the other possessing 


more tian the common measure of 


bodily bealth and strength, He al- 
ways read prayers twice, and preach- 
ed three times, and not untrequently 
four times, on the Sabvati, and this 
without complaintor apparent tatigue. 
The sudden deparwre of our friend 
Was an Insiance of that sovereignty 
on which he delighted to dwell; and 
as there are, p: rhaps, no more im. 
portant relations than those of cae, 
husband, brother, triend, and minis- 
ter; all which were combined in 
him; so there 1s, perhaps, no dispen- 





sation of Providence which calls oy 
us who remein, for a more active ex. 
ercise of iaith, resignation, and sub- 
Missive acquiescence, than when such 
a man is suddenly taken off at the 
age of forty-two, in the midst of his 
usefuiness both asa member of soci. 
ety, and us a minister of Christ. Let 
us all pray that God wou!d give to us 
who remain, grece to lultaie bls ar- 
dent fait and close walking with 
God. And let me entreat the prayers 
of every reader cf this memoir, that 
a double portion of his spirit may rest 
upon his successor; that the scene 
of his labours may long be enriched 
with the saving light of the Gospel 
of Curist, und be blessed in witness. 
ing the addition of many souls to the 
church ! ii. B. 


HENRY THORNTON, ESQ. 


It is with the deepest regret that 
we announce toourreaders the death 
of Henry Tuornron, Esq. M. P. 
for the borough of Soutuwark, a man 
revered and beloved by all who had 
the happiness to know him. Afver 
a tong and painful illness, which he 
bore with an extraordinary devree of 
Chrisuan patience and resignation, 
he departed this life on the 16th in- 
stant, In the 55th year of his age. 

Mr. Thornten was entuently re- 
markable for a sound ana powerful 
understanding, tour great clevauon 
and rectitude of principle, and for an 
enlarged and unsweaied puilanthro- 
py. inthe House of Commons he 
distinguished ftiomsell by his know- 
ledge und successiul exertions in 
maiters of tinuuce, and by his uniform 


support of measures conducive to 
the improvement and welfare of man- 
kind ; witte the independence and 
integrity of his conduct secured him 
thle respect of men of the most vari- 
ous political sentiments. The stren- 
nous part which he took, both in his 
public and private capacity, in pro- 
moting the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade and the Civilization of the 
Atrican Continent, has long endeared 
his name to a large portion of the 
community. There were indeed so 
many points of excellence in the 
character of Mr. Thornton, that we 
cannot but hope for an authentic me- 
morial of his life and virtues from 
the pen of some person qualified for 
the undertaking. 


ANSWERS 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


JR. T.8.; Pausipon; Prous; and a Paper On our Spiritual Contest with the Wort, 


will Appear, 


Justus; Liree papers signed A ConsrTantr Reaver; giasasyos; W.H. W.: 
Encuanpn; Q X.; P B.; and Onserva- 


cd 


LIEL; A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH OF 


GAMA- 


TOR etna LissiMus, ave under consideration. 


A NorTHERN LI1GH: 


letter respecting the p! ns nseolog ry of certain advertisements. 


nay refer to our Volame for 1812, p. 64, for an answer to his 


We have not the sma!l- 


est © bjection to his communica: ung his feelings cn this point through the medium 0! 


soine other work. 


will inform us Aow it is to be returned. 


The Poetry of Eriza Ann will be returned, if the correspondent whe transmitted it 
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